Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



THIS BOOK 

.Belongs to Rowley^s '' 
CIRCULATING LIBRARY, 

EDMONTON. 

For the accommodation of fablcrlbers pleaib. 
to rfetuin this as foonas read. 



*«* StaHanmyt Bookbindings Sfe. 




»** 



^* 



THE 

FRENCH GIL BLAS; 

o t, 

ADVENTURES 

O F 

HENRY LANSON. 

By M. LE MAIRE, of Nanct, 

TRANSLATED FROM THE THIRD 
EDITION IN FRENCH. 

' IN FOUR VOLUMES^ 



VOL. n. 




L O N D O Nt 



PRINTED FOR C. AND G. KEARSLET»^ jOHNSON> 
HEAD, FLBKT-STRSET* 

M.DCC.SCIll. 



J 



^^. v/, //Z. 



i* 



y 



/••• 



I 



CONTENTS. 

VOLUME II. 

CHAP. I. 

A di/cQvery and feparatiott^ 

CHAP. II. 

Hiftory of Lord Warneck, 

CHAP. HI. 

dntinuation. of the Hiftory of Lord 

fVar»eck. 

CHAP. IV. 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Lord 

fVarneck. 

CHAP. V. 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Lord 

IVameck. 

CHAP. VI. 

Cintinnation of the Hift^ny of Lord 

Warneck. 



IV CONTENTS. 

CHAP. VIL 

Canclujion of the Hijiory of Lord JVarnecL 

CHAR vni. 

^be meeting of old friends. — Vexatious 
news* — An intrigue^ 

CHAP. IX. 

7be utility of duennas.^^An amour^ 

CHAP. X, 

An appointment. — A fatal catajlrophe. 

CHAP. XI. 

AJlorm* — An unexpected misfortune.. 

CHAP. XII. 

^hefair Italian^ 

CHAP. XIII. 

Ijive mote powerful than duty. '^Ef cape ^ 

and fitght. 

CHAP. XIV. 

A furprize, — Succefsful attempt^ and 

freedom^ 



THE 



k. 



I 11 l« I \ * 



THE 



FRENCH GIL BLAS. 



■ ■■• ^H^K^mmmtmtH^ 



CHAP. I. 

A difcovery and feparaiion* 

A HE next day, as I was writing in 
M. de Landrimont's clofet, a fcrvant 
came to announce M. de St. Geran and 
his fon ; on which information my pa- 
tron quitted all, and ran to receive them* 
The vifit laded an hour;: — it appeared 
to me an age ; — during which I expe- 
rienced an anxiety and trouble that did 
Vol. II. B . not 
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not permit me to continue my work, 
I already detefted the odious rival that 
was to deprive me of what I valued 
above my life. At length I heard the 
vifitors depart, and giving way to the 
defire of feeing the perfon who had 
caufed me fo much uneafinefs, I opened 
the window on the moment he was go- 
ing to his coach. M. de St. Geran the 
fon appeared to me about twenty years 
old ; — his height rather Ihort than tall ; 
— ^his face, without being ugly, had no^ 
thing agreeable in it : — his features 
wanting that expreffion, without which 
the mdl handfome face is but the em* 
blem of a ftatue. 

The moment after, M. de Landri- 
mont returned to his clofet, accompa- 
nied by his daughter. Joy brightened 
2 his 
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his feiAturcs; as for Adelaide, though 
(he endeavoured to conftrain herfelf be- 
fore her father, I read in her eyes the 
uneafincfs (he experienced. To conceal 
my own vexation, I remarked to my 
patron that he appeared more cheerful 
than ordinary. " Thou art right, Lan- 
fon,** faid he; *' how can I be other- 
ways? I have juft received an old 
friend : in a Ihort time I mean to unite 
his fon to my daughter, and fee myfelf 
renovated in their children; — are not 
thofe fubjedls to give pleafure ? Come, 
come, Adelaide,*' continued he, in a 
jelling tone, to his daughter, *' hold up 
your head ; Ihc is aftiamed, and afraid 
of marriage : believe me, my dear, a 
hufband is not fo dreadful an animal as 
you imagine ; you will foon grow accuf- 

tomed to him." It may be ealily 

B 2 furmized 



4 THE FRENCH 

furmizcd what Adelaide and myfelf fuf- 
fered during this pleafantry; notwith- 
Handing, I was forced to appear to 
applaud it, Mademoifelle deLandrimont 
making no reply. 

After dinner I contrived to fee her 
alone; fhe related the occurrences of 
the morning. The young M. de St. 
Geran had paid her the mod flattering 
compliments, which fhe had anfwered 
with a cold politenefs. My rival had 
then entteated permiflion to wait on her^ 
and pay his addrefles, not wifliing, as 
he faid, to obtain her hand till poflcfled 
of her heart. Adelaide replied, fhe 
knew her duty too well not to receive 
the friends of her father. " I have 
already told you, Lanfon, that I will ufe 
my utmoft endeavours to efcape the 
I misfortune 
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misfortune which threatens us," faid 
Adelaide. *' I have a projed : it is to 
open my heart to the young St. Geran : 
though I cannot love him, he appears 
worthy my efteem, and will doubtlefs 
relinquifh a woman who cannot give 
her heart with her hand. If his gene-* 
rofity anfwers to the delicacy of his 
behaviour, he will himfelf contrive fomc 
means to put off this marriage." — 
" The projecft is dangerous,'* replied I, 
** and might have the moft vexatious 
confequcnces. Do you know M. de St. 
Geran fufficiently, not to fear that in- 
ftcad of entering into your views he 
would betray your confidence ? I doubt 
not but at prefent hq feeks your hand as 
much from inclination as his father's 
commands ; for who can fee you with* 
out love, my dear Adelaide? You are 

B 3 alfo 
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alfo a very advantageous match: he. 
would fear difpleafing his father, who 
is warmly bent on the marriage : and dp 
you think that fo many united motives 
would yield to a fentiment of delicacy 
fo contrary to modifh love? Befides, 
what is the bafe of moft of the prefent 
marriages ?—intereft and convenience. 
The connexion of hearts, — equality of 
ages, — conformity of tempers, are reck* 
oned as nothing. I am ready to believe , 
that M. de St. Geran poffeffes the moft 
excellent qualities ; but having received . 
a falhionable education, he will not be . 
clear of the prejudices it inculcates. He 
wiU look on your paflion as a trifle, — 
the mere efFervefcence of a fufceptible 
heart, particularly when the objedl: is . 
known, and unite himfelf to you with- 
out fcruple, flattered with the idea of 

fooa 
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foon gaining your heart.'* Adelaide 

agreed in my opinion, and we refolvcd 
to wait fome time before we attempted 
any definitive ftep, and be direded by 
circumftances. ^ 

M. de St. Geran vifited Adelaide 
daily^ M. de Landrimonc receiving him 
as his future fonrin-law. Frequently I 
could not avoid being witncfs of the 
afliduities of my rival, and foon difco- 
vered that love, as much as intered^ 
di<5lated his aftions. This difcovery 
encreafed my uneafinefs, as it convinced 
me I had no hope but in the afFedion 
and reliftance of Adelaide. I formed a 
thoufand projeds without fixing on any. 
Sometimes I determined to throw my- 
felf at M. de Landrimont's feet, and 
confcfs my culpable paflion ; — other 

B 4 times 
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times I thought of quitting a houfc 
where I caufed fuch unhappinefs^ and 
leaving Adelaide to her fate. 

The day fixed for the marriage was 
not diftant. Adelaide was overwhelmed 
with the deepeft melancholy, which fhe 
in vain endeavoured to conceal. Her 
father, alarmed at the alteration, attri- 
buted it to ill health, and called in a 
phyfician. The difciple of -^fculapius 
finding no fymptom that indicated 
bodily malady, told M. de Landrimont 
that the decline of his daughter arofe 
from fome fecret diftrefs, which, if not 
removed, might in time undermine her 
conftitution, and conclude in a confump- 
tion. M. de Landrimont no fooner 
difmiffed the phyfician than he repaired 
to his daughter, and entreated her to 

divulge 
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divulge the occafion of her melancholy. 
Adelaide, emboldened by the kindnefs 
of her father, thought to profit by it, 
therefore told him Ihe could not love 
the man he defigned for her hulband ; 
— that fhe had ever felt the utmoft aver- 
iion to marriage, and had no doubt but 
the day of her efpoufals would be that 
of her death ; — that the world poflefling 
no charms for her, fhe entreated him to 
permit her to return to the convent and 
take the veil. 



M. de Landrimont replied to his 
daughter, that he was far from wifhing 
to force her inclinations and make her 
unhappy, but his word was pafled, and 
matters far advanced. ** Would 'ft thou 
make me break my promife ?" faid he, 
** I founded on this marriage the hap- 

B 5 pincis 
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pinefs of my old age. I unite thee ta^ 

the fon of a friend, to whom I have the . 

higheft obligations^ Ceafe, my dear, 

child, to alarm thyfelf by chimerical' 

fears, and to diftrefs thy father by a re- 

fufal that will Ihorten his days, and- 

which thyfelf will hereafter repent.'*'^ 

M. de Landrimont added much more ta 

perfuade his daughter to conform to his 

defires ; at length quitting her, faying^- 

that he was too well affured of her 

afFcdion for him> and her zeal to fulfil 

her duty, to imagine that flie would per- 

lift in . fentiments fo contrary to his 

wifties^ . . 

Adelaide acquainted me with this: 
converfation. We wept together, — this; 
mutual relief foftening for the moment, 
the bitteniefs of our fituation* Not- 

withftanding^ 
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i^ithftanding, I could devife no means 
to rcfcue us from our embarraflmcnt. 
The honour of Adelaide was too dear to 
fuffer nie to form an idea of propofing 
any thing contrary to her duty : befides, 
on my part it would at once have been 
Yiolating the moft facred rights of hof- 
pitality and friendfhip. Mademoifelle 
de Landrimont offered to leave the world 
andfacrifice herfelf in a convent for me : 
fuch generofity ought it not to excite 
mine? Could I reply to it otherwife 
than by devoting myfelf for Adelaide ? 
" My beloved friend/* cried I, ** 'tis in 
vain that we ftruggle againft the fate 
thatawaits us, Yes> I am refolved ; I 
will fly far from you ; then you will re- 
turn to yourfcif and family : I jQibuld 
be an cverlafting obflacle to your hap- 
pincfi. I have involved you in trouble 

B 6l and 
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and forrow; — it is time they fliould 
ceafe. Forget me, Adelaide; efface 
from your heart the image of a man 
who can never enjoy the bleffing of be- 
ing yours. Your happinefs is dearer to 
me than life ; and this only means re- 

mains to reftore it. 1 will devife fomc 

pretence to leave your father, to quit 
this houfe, where I experienced fuch 
happy hours; time and diftance will 
bring forgetfulnefs, and reftore your 
heart to tranquillity, and you will at 
length fubmit to the wilhes of a father 
who has no view but your felicity.** 

Adelaide was in tears and unable to 
reply. I forced myfelf from her, and 
haftened to my apartment, defigning to 
prepare all for my departure. Notwith- 
ftanding, as my firft tranfport began to 

evaporate. 
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evaporate, I rather ftaggered in my 
refolution. ^* What/* faid I, •• quit 
Adelaide ! leave her for ever ! tear my- 
felf from her prefence — ^give her up— 

and deprive myfelf of her heart.*' 

I w^s abforbed in thefe refledlions when 
a fervant came to inform me that M. de 
Landrimont wanted me. I inftantly 
experienced the moft lively emotion, of 
which I could not penetrate the caufe; 
it was doubtlefs a prefentiment of what 
was to follow': I however immediately 
obeyed the order of my patron. 

M. de Landrimont had aflumed an 
air of ferioufnefs, which being uncom- 
mon to him, alarmed me. He defired 
me to be feated ; and after a (hort filence, 
as if to prepare himfelf for a long 
Ipeech, began thus : — ** You know, 

Lanfon, 



I4 THE FRENCH 

Lanfon, that ever lince your rcirdence' 
in my houfe I have never ceafed giving 
you marks of my efteem and friendlhip^ 
The eflential fervice you rendered my 
daughter even gave you a claim on my* 
gratitude. But you have made me pay 
dear for that obligation, fince you have 
dared afpire to gain her heart : nothing, 
can furely juftify fuch a proceeding, as/ 
you well know you can never pretendf 
to the hand of Mademoifelle de Landri-^ 
mont. Yon have then abufed my con-»- 
fidence, — violated the facred rights of 
hofpitality^ by profiting of the weaknefa 
of a young and inexperienced girl, ta 
infpire her with fentiments contrary ta 
her duty. My unfufpicious temper, and' 
the good opinion I entertained of you, 
would perhaps never have fufFered me 

to difcover this culpable intimacy, had 

not 
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not the refufal of my daughter to con- 
fent to a match fo advantageous as that 
I propofed, appeared to me unnatural, 
and made me fufpccfl fome hidden reafon 
was the caufe of her oppofition to my 
wifties, which gave rife to ideas that 
ought fooner to have ftruck me. In 
eonfequence^ I watched her, and my 
doubts are changed to certainty. lover-- 
heard the converfation that has juft 
{lafledi between you, and find to what 
degree you loveand are beloveds I have,, 
even fince you quitted her,^ received the' 
avowal from - her own lips. Though 
this diicovery has deeply afiUfled me^ I: 

have at leafl the confolation to find that 
my daughter is iu>t unworthy of me ^ 
and that : although you have fucceeded 
in gaaningchler heart, you have refjpedled 
her^ innocence. This i certainty, and 

the 
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the generous effort you promifed to 
make in tearing yourfelf from her, en- 
gages me to pardon you, as I do not 
doubt you will faithfully execute the 
refolution you have taken. Your ab- 
fence is abfolutely ncceffary for my hap- 
pinefs> and that of my daughter : yet 
do not think I Ihall ceafe to intereft 
myfelf in your fete. By the moft for- 
tunate event I can place you very ad- 
vantageoufly. An Engliih nobleman, 
who is my particular friend, wants a 
perfon to accompany him in his travels, 
which he intends to make over different 
parts of Europe : he has juft left me j — 
I have mentioned you, and on my re- 
commendation he accepts you. Abfence 
and travelling will foon efface from 
your heart a paflion which fhould nqyor 
have entered, it; and I flatter myfelf 

that 
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that your departure will recal my daugh- 
ter to her duty/' 

The confufion into which the begin- 
ning of M. de Landrimont's difcourfe 
had thrown me, had rendered me inca- 
pable of interrupting him; but when 
he was filent I gave way to the violence 
of the feelings which opprefled my 
heart : I threw myfelf at his feet, and 
fupprefling as much as poflible the grief 
that choaked my utterance, I exclaimed, 
" I am ready to perform the facrifice 
you require : my heart was already pre- 
pared, — ^had refolved it. But, fir, let 

not your anger fall on your daughter; 
for though I may have raifed in her 
heart a tender return of afFedion, yet 
my love has ever been pure as the objei5t 
who infpired it. It was a paflion that 

elevated 
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elevated my foul^ and produced thofe 
virtues of which fhe gave the model, 
and was never fullied by a thought 
derogatory to the honour and innocence 
of Adelaide/* 



M. de Landrimont raifed me with 
kindnefs. — ^' Lanfon/* faid he, ** the 
noblenefs of your fentiments places you 
on an equality with the firft rank ; but 
you know, my friend, how much we- 
are guided by appearances. Befides^ you 
arc acquainted with my engagements, — ^ 
they are facred. Fulfil all the duties' 
which honour commands at this moment. 
Prepare your baggage, and in an hour 
I will condudl you to my friend. He 
intended remaining eight days longer in 
Paris, but I have prefled him to haften 
his departure, in which I doubt not I 

have 
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have done you fervice, as abfence is the 
mod affured remedy for love, 

Opprefled with melancholy, I returned 
to my apartment. The multiplicity of 
the fenfations I had experienced had 
almoll exhauded my fenfibility^ and 
deadened the ufe of my faculties, — I 
neither faw nor felt any thing. I put up 
my eflfedls mechanically, which was 
hardly finifhed, when I was informed' 
that M. de Landriniont waited for me. 
" Lanfon,'* faid he^ when I went down, 
** my heart acknowledges the facrifice 
you make. Believe me, I fhall feel your 

lofs." -He then put a purfe into my 

hand; I thanked him as well as my 
trouble would permit, after which we 
got into the coach that was to convey u&^ 
to my new patron's. 

J 
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As foon as. M. de Landrimont was? 
announced, his friend haftened to meet 
him. My condudlor prefented and re- 
commended me ftrongly to the Englifh-r 
man, who received me with the utmolt 
kindnefs. After a long converfation, du- 
ring which my new friend announced his 
departure for the next day, M. de Lan-^ 
drimont prepared to depart. I {hatched 
one of his hands, which 1 bathed with 
my tears, unable to articulate a word 
for the fobs which choaked my utterance 
M. de Landrimont was not unmoved : 
he recommended me again warmly to 
the nobleman, and bidding us farewelj, ^ 
left me with my new protedor.. 

Lord Wamcck was about forty year* 
of age, tall, and of. a noble and com- 
manding perfonj oo his features wa& 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly pourtrayed that Englifh pride 
which marc frequently befpeaks a noble 
confidence than haughty difdain. This 
national character wa^ however tempered 
by the utmoft fenfibility, — honour and 
franknefs forming the bafis of his dif- 
pofition. A declared enemy to all dif- 
fimulation. Lord Warneck ever fpoke 
as he thought ; never did his heart deny 
the language of his lips. He poflefled 
a cultivated underftanding, great pene- 
t ration, and exqiiifite judgement. To 
thefe he joined a perfedl knowledge of 
the human heart, as alfo of the world, 
and polite manners. Though himfelf 
born in the higheft rank, he paid no 
deference to birth or riches, diftinguilh- 
ing perfonal merit only, which who- 
ever poflefled to a degree fuffici^tr&to 
^ain his cfteem, became his friend and 

equal. 
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equals regardlefs of whatever lituation 
fate had placed them in. Generous and 
magnificent, he made the moft worthy 
ufe of his riches — aflifted the poor and 
protected merit. He might have at- 
tained the higheft dignity of the ftatc 
in his own country, but he preferred 
independence; his difpofition being tpo 
noble to fufFer him to folicit places and 
become the flave of authority. At- 
tacked by that malady fo frequent in 
England, and known by the name of 
fpleen, he determined to adopt the 
remedy ufed by his countrymen in fuch 
cafes, which is travelling and amufe- 
ment. His air was ferious without 
•being gloomy; — his temper conftantly 
€qual ;— ever mafter of hi mfelf;— -inva- 
riably attached to his principles, which 
were thofe of a philofopher and friend 

to 
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ro humanity ; — his conducfl was uni- 
foi*m ; — virtuous by nature as much aji 
fyftem, he did good for the pleafure it 
procured him^ and not from ollentation. 
Such was Lord Warneck, at leaft 
fuch 1 found him when we became ac« 
quainted. 

As all was ready for our departure, 
we fat off the next day : my lord and 
feHf ini^ poft-chaife, and two fervants 
on horfeback. It may eafily be fur- 
mized what it coft mc,^o force myfcif 
from the fpot which contained my be- 
loved Adelaide : every ftep we advanced 
tore my foul. Lord Warneck remarked 
my uneaiinefs, and endeavoured to calm 
my forrow bytlieconfelations of reafon 
and philofophy. 

Difcourfing 
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Difcourfing on love and its efFeds^ 
we reached Orleans, where we flept, 
and the next morning continued our 
journey. Lord Warneck had refolved 
to begin his travels by Spain, and after 
a (hort (lay in the principal towns in our 
road, we arrived at Bayonne without 
any remarkable occurrence. I had 
every day frefh reafon to congratulate 
myfelf on my new fituation, bat the 
image of Mademoifelle de Landrimont 
perpetually followed me. I pafled whole 
nights in tears. I would have given 
half my blood to have written to her,-— 
to have defcribed the forrows I expe- 
rienced in abfence,— to have affured her 
how dear fhe was to my heart : but I 
had promifed her father to be filent, and 
honour impofed the cruel law of ap- 
pearing to have forgot her. 

Bayonne 



Bayonne is the laft town in France on 
the borders of Spain, and from thence 
you enter the Pyrenees. We refted for 
fome days in this city, in order to 
enable us to fupport the fatigues we had 
to encounter : on our departure our hoft 
defired us to be on our guard, as the 
woods were infefted with robbers ; 
adding, that a gentleman who had 
lodged with them a fhort time fince had 
been plundered by thefe villains. 

This advice was not to be neglecfled ; 
we therefore armed our people, each 
with a gun and a pair of piftols, and 

put two mulkets and three pair of pif- 
tols in our chaife. Thus wc were pre- 
pared for defence, in cafe of an attack^ 
from double our number; and taking a 
guide, we entered into the chain of 
Vol. IL C mountains 
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mountains which form a natural limit to 
thefc two powerful kingdoms. 

We had travelled for near half a d^ 
over the mountains^ when in a hoiUnr 
road, which was inclofed on all fides 
with trees, we perceived fix armed men; 
who on difcovering us feparated into 
two parties, and withdrew on theoppo- 
fite fides of the road, concealing them- 
felves behind the buflies. Lord War-^ 
neck, without lofing his prefence of 
mind, ordered the poftillion to proceed 
in a flow pace, his men to prepare for 
an attack, and took himfelf a pair of 
piftols, I imitated his example, though 
I could not prevent myfelf from expe- 
riencing a fentiment of fear. The 

* 

cavern and the thieves returned forcibly 

on my mind, and well knowing by fatal 

2 experience 



experience the villany of fiich monfters, 
I dreaded the confequencc of our meet- 
ing. Lord Warneck feigned not to 
perceive my unealinefs. — ^^ Come, my 
friend/' faid he, cheerfully, ** let us 
ihcw thcfc rafcals that we do not fear 
them.'* We were now within twenty 
paces of the fpot where the robbers were 
concealed. Ignorant that we had dis- 
covered them, they rufhed from their 
ambufcade and advanced towards the 
chaife, but feeing us well armed and 
ready to receive them; they (lopped, 
and appeared to make a momentary 
paufe; when one bolder than the reft 
advanced and fired at the poftillion, but 
fortunately miflcd him. We inftantly 
gave the villains a general difcharge of 
our pieces : the aggrelTor was killed, 
and two others grievoufly wounded ; the 

C 2 rcfl 
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reft feeing the fate of their companions^ 
toak to flight, feeking refuge in the 
thickefl part of the wood, from whence 
they repeatedly fired at us. A ball 
pierced the door of the chaife, and 
ftruck my boot, making a flight contu- 
fion on my leg. We were charmed to 
be quit fo eafily, and ordering the 
poftillion to drive full fpeed, gained in 
fafety the place where we purpofed flay- 
ing all night. 

When we had fupped, ** Confefs, 

Lanfon," faid Lord Warncck, fmiling, 

^' that you felt fome alarm on account of* 

the robbers. However, it is excufable : 

a young man is naturally attached. to 

life, aad it is very difagreeable to ex- 

ppfe it againfl villains : cuflom alone 

reconciles us to danger." — *' My lord," 
*- 

replied 
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replied Ij ** I cannot boaft of heroiffn ; 
notwithftanding, be affured that the 
emotion you remarked on my features 
was lefs occafioned by the thought of 
danger than the remembrance of a 
limilar fituation in which I once found 
myfelf, and that had nearly concluded 
by the moft fatal confequences/* This 
converfation exciting my lord's.curiofity, 
he entreated me to relate my adventures. 
I obeyed, making a faithful recital of 
all the occurrences of my life, without 
difguife. When I had concluded, " My 
dear Lanfon,'* faid he, ^' what you have 
juft told me encreafes the good opinion 
I already had of you : if you have had 
weaknefles, they have rather been occa- 
^oned by cxcefs of fenfibility than any 
.vicious inclination. Though young, 
r you have experienced many trials ; but 

C 3 you 
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you ought rather to applaud yourfelf on 
that account than complain. Misfortune 
is the beft fchool to form the mind : 
man there learns to appreciate, accord* 
ing to their real worth, thofe trifles on 
which public opinion alone has (lamped 
a value. — It is but juft I fliould return 
your confidence in kind : I will therefore 
relate to you the different events that 
have checquered my life.** 



G H A R 11. 

Hijlory of Lord Warneck. 

xJl RTH and fortune are not al^tays 

titles to happinefs, particularly if we 

arc born with a fufceptible heart. I afri 

defcended from one of the firft families 

in 
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in England. My father, to a good for- 
tune, added an unblemilhed reputation. 
He was one of the principal members 
of the oppofitionr I am the eldeft of 
three fons ; and as I was to fucceed him 
in the houfe of peers, took the greateft 
care of my education. He fent me to 
the univerfity at Oxford, where I re- 
mained until I reached my fixteenth 
year, at which period I returned to 
London, and was introduced into the 
great world. 

** My father had an intimate friend 
called Sir George Williams ; he was alfo 
a zealous member of the oppofition: 
they had been companions in the fer- 
vice, fince which the conformity of their 
i nclinations and opinions had united them 
in ftill clofer bonds. The baronet was 

C 4 a widower. 
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a widower, with an only daughter about 
my own age. Fanny was the companion 
of my infancy; we were never happy 
afunder : — our parents contemplating 
with pleafure this dawning of tendernefs 
between two young people they defigned 
to unite. 



On my return from Oxford my firft 
bufinefs was to vifit Mifs Williams. 
She teftified a joy equal to my own. 
She was at this time about fifteen, tall 
and elegantly formed. Her features 
» ripening to maturity had acquired that 
delicate regularity which conftitutes tKe 
principal charadter of beauty. In fhort, 
Fanny at this early period was already 
Ipoken of as one of the moft charming 
women in England. 

** I was. 
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•* I was of an age not to be blind to 
fuch perfedlion^ and my childifti friend- 
fhip foon became love. Mifs Williams 
partook this new fentiment. ^ Mutually 
pleafed with each other; we had no idea 
of declaring our tendernefs : for in 
early youth the heart always gets the 
ilart of the underftanding, and fenfibi- 
lity of experience* 

" Two years elapfed in this pleaffng 
intimacy. Our afFed:ion encreafed daily. 
Abfent from Fanny, I was dijfcontent 
and uneafy ; with her, I faw and heard 
Bo« but herfelf. In fliort, Fanny was^ 
all my thoughts, — all my defires^ — and 
altfbiy afl&dlions. 

** Among the numerous fociety that 
fcfortcd to Sir George Williams's, Mn 

C 5 Walter 
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Walter was the mofl afliduous. He was 

only fon to a rear-admi#al of that name 

btely dcad> and who had left him heir 

to immenfe riches. Thus, Mr. Walter, 

by his birth and fortune, might afpire 

to the firft matches in England. I Toon 

perceived that he loved Mifs Williams ; 

a difcovery that did not greatly alarm 

me, as my rival polTeiTed a difagreeable 

perfon, and though of mean capacity, 

a mod ridiculous vaftity. Beiides^ I 

was fecurc of the heart of Fanny, the 

union of our parents and their intention 

to unite us, alfo compleatly re-aifured 

me : yet an unfbrefeen event, which 

w^s the fource of all my misfortunes, 

foon convinced me what I had to Aar 

from this odious rival. 

^' I have 
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*' I have already informed you that 
my father and the baronet v^ere zealous 
members of the oppofition, — There wa« 
at this time a ftrong debate refpedting 
fome frefh tax, and the motion that the 
minifterial party had made on this fub- 
jedl was on the point of being rejected 
in the Houfe of Commons, by a few 
diflenting voices. The court deter- 
mined to endeavour to gain Sir George 
Williams, well aware that by his influ- 
ence they could obtain a majority. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who was 
an artful and adroit miaifter, undertook- 
the talk, and fo completely dazzled the 

underftanding of Sir George by his fair 
promifes, that he confented, pafling 
fuddenly from the oppofition to the 
court party. As his opinion influenced 
a gregt number of members, the motioa 

C 6 pafled^ 
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pafled^ and the miniftcrial party tri- 
umphed^ Sir George being recompenfcd 
for this fervicc by the appointment of 
Secretary of State* 

Without being acquainted with the 
violence of patriotic fpirit in England^ 
and to what a point of animolity that 
difference of opinion may rife which 
keeps up fo faiutary a balance^ it is 
impoffible to give you an idea of the 
rage of my father on this fhameful de- 
fedion of the baronet's. He immediately 
broke off his acquaintance, writing him 
a letter, in which he reproached him in 
the bittereft terms with his apoftacy; 
concluding by an oath, never to hold 
communication with him more. 



cc 
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" This letter irritated Sir George to 
the utmoil degree : he anfwered it with 
equal acrimony. It is frequently dan* 
gerous to have reafon on our fide when 
we reproach a man with an error which 
he cannot recaL His felf-love takes the 
alarm^ and inflead of relenting makes 
him prefer an open rupture to confeffing 
his faultj his obflinacy jullifying it m 
fbme meafure in his own eyes, and re- 
prefenting as proper fpirit his fear of 
appearing weak by an avowal which 
would give his adverfary too much ad- 
vantage over him. This was the cafe 
with Sir George Williams, the hatred 
between him and my father rifing to the 
ftrongeft degree of inveteracy^ So true 
it is,, that the mod rancorous enemies. 
are thofe who have once been intimate 
friends.. 

•^ I was 
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** I Was too foon apprized of this 
fatal revolution: my father calling me 
into his clofet, faid, * My fon^ you are 
informed of the defpicable weaknefs of 
Williams : the patriotic fentiments vrith 

which I have infpired you are to me a 
fure warrant that you regard him in the 

fame light as I do. — Henceforward, 
every tie between us is broken; and I 
fwcar to him an implacable hatre<i that 
fhall only conclude with my life. I have 
no doubt but you partake my juft refent- 
ment. I had refalved to unite you with 
his daughter ; but you muft be fenlibje 
that fuch an alliance would now cover 
us with fhame. 'Tis therefore, my fon^ 
unnccelTary to defire you to fee Fanny 
no more. Perhaps your heart may re- 
volt againft this order j but in the foul 
of an Englifhman honour and patriotifm 

ought 
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ought to be the predominant fcntimcnts, 
and I flatter myfelf you will ftiflc a 
paifion • that can never meet my con- 
currence/ 



" I knew my father's temper too 
well to endeavour to change his refolu- 
tion. I therefore only replied, that his 
rcfentment was juft, and that I hoped 
he would ever find his fon a6l up to the 
principles of honour he had inculcated. 

•* When I was alone I gave free vent 
to my grief. I conlidered my happi- 
nefs for ever deftroycd. I adored Fanny, 
fhe was fnatched from me, without even 
my being permitted to bid her adieu.— 
Several days elapfed in this melancholy 
fituation ; my uneafinefs was too acute 

to be concealed, though my father 

feigned 
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feigned not to obferve it. He had 
doubtlefs never experienced the pangs, 
of love, his predominant paflion ,bcing 
centered in his country: he therefore 
thought that time would obliterate an 
afFedtion which had no longer any ali- 
ment. But while hope is undeftroyed, 
love remains in the heart, and like a 
torrent whofe impetuofity is encreafed 
by obftacles, augments, and ftrengthens^^ 
by difficult ies^ I lived in hope that fome 
happy change would re-unite two men: 
who had fo greatly efteemed each other : 
but I then was unacquainted with the 
human heart, which though it eafily 
paffes from love to hatred, feldom, if 
ever, returns to its firft fentiment. — 
Time, on the contrary, only encreafed 
the hatred of my father and the baronet„ 
whom I underftood having met ia 

public,. 
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public, abufed each other in the moft 
derogatory manner ; thus (lamping their 
enmity in the eyes of the world, and 
forming a frelh obftacle to their recon- 
ciliation. 



'* To complete this misfortune, I 
heard that Mr. Walter had redoubled 
his afliduity to Fanny, and that her 
father had accepted him for his fon-in- 
law. This news awakening my love, 
made me forget my duty. I refolved to 
prevent this fatal marriage, whatever it 
might coft me. I had a valet who was. 
a very adroit fellow, and beloved by 
Fanny's maid : thefe domeftics, regard- 
lefs of their matters enmity, frequently 
faw each other privately. I therefoi^e 
defircd Roderick to engage Betty tp 

deliver a letter to her miftrefs, accom- 
panying 
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panying the requeft with a prcfent. In 
this letter I declared to Fanny the un- 
happinefs I experienced in being fepa* 
rated from her, alfo nmy hopes that her 
heart had not changed in refpeft to me; 
adding, that on her anfwer my life de- 
pended : fwearing an eternal fidelity, 
and entreating her permiflion to write 
fometimes to her. Betty performed her 
commiflion with the utmoft exa<5litude^ 
and the next day delivered me the an- 
fwer of my beloved Fanny. In this fhe 
declared that flie had experienced too 
firmly the affedlion which was formed 
under the aufpices of both our parents, 
for their divifions to make the leaft 
change in her heart ; — that fhe fhould 
never love another, but that ftic* de- 
pended on a father whofe opinions were 
a$ irrevocable as thofe of mine ;— that 

ibe 
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ftic dreaded he Ihould difcover our cor- 
refpondence, yet could not refrain giving 
herfelf as well as me that fatisfaftion, 
under proper reftridiions, and that for 

the reft we muft truft to time. The 

certainty of ftill being beloved by Fanny 
greatly foftened the vexation I expe- 
rienced; — a commerce of letters was 
foon eftablilhed between us; — Betty was 
entirely in my intereft ; — and the plea- 
furc of thus communicating our thoughts 
enabled us to bear with more patience 
the pangs of abfence« 

♦' Notwithftanding, the hatred of our 
parents appeared to lofe none of its 
afperity, feveral of their mutual friends 
having in vain endeavoured to reconcile 
them. Fanny frequently informed me 
that the importunities of Walter were 
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very troublcfome to her, and that aU 
though (he had repeatedly tcftified her 
averiion to his addreffes. he was not re«- 
pulfed, pretending to adl by her father's 
approbation. This circumftancegavcmc 
confiderable vexation. I frequently dc-. 
termined to ufe means to dilltance this 
odious rival, but a fear of injuring the 
charadler of Fanny prevented me : the 
caufe of my quarrel with Walter would 
have been immediately difcovered, as my 
former pretenfions were well known, and 
Walter was now looked on by tHc world 
as Fanny's future hulband. Our fathers 
would by that means have difcovered the 
fecret intelligence between us, and wc 
fhould have been expofed to their refent-. 
ment. 

" I had frequently folicited Fanny to 
grant me a private converfation, in 

which 
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'vrhich we might concert meafures more 
cafily than by letter. This ftic however 
had conftantly denied : fear of her 
father^ and that innate delicacy and 
modefty which love never deftroys in a 
virtuous heart, were the caufe of her 
refufal. In fhort, one day when I had 
given up all hope of perfuading her to 
favour me with an interview, Betty, 
whom I often met privately, fent for 
me. As foon as (he faw me, • Rejoice, 
fir,' faid flie, * my miftrefs at length 
grants the meeting you have fo long 
defired.* — I embraced Betty with rap- 
ture, who defired me not to fail at mid- 
night being at the back door that opened 
into the garden. 

•' I need not tell you that I was true 
to my appointment. Betty let me in, 

and 
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and conduced me to her miflrefsj ivho 
was waiting in a little arbour at the end 
of the garden. 1 threw myfclf at her 
feet. — * Ah, my beloved Fanny/ ex- 
claimed I, * what unforefeen happinefs ! 
1 once more behold you, and all my 
forrows are forgotten** — * Warneck,* 
replied fhe, * if any thing can excufe the 
Hep I have taken, it is the danger in 
which I find myfclf. What love could 
not effedl, the fear of being united to 
a man whom I dread more than death 
has obliged me to adopt.' Faqny then 
informed me that on the preceding eve- 
ning her father had commanded her to 
look on Mr. Walter as her intended hus- 
band, as he had given him his confent, 
with a firm aflurance of her ready obe* 
dience. — ' You may eafily conceive, my 
dear Warneck, what.forrow I expe- 
rienced 
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rienced on this order. I threw myfcif 
at my Other's feet, conjuring him with 
tears not ta unite me to a man for whom 
I had not the leaft inclination'? he was 
however inflexible.-*-' I fee, ungrateful 
girl/ anfwered he, * the motive of your 

refufal ; you ftill love Warneck, the Ion 
of my moil implacable enemy: but I 
here fwcar you never (hall be his ; your 
unworthy love is one reafon for me to 
accelerate the marriage, which is ^very 
advantageous on your fide, therefore pre- 
pare to obey me, (added he, with a look 
that inade me (hudder,) or expecfl the 
utmoft effedls of my refentment/ — With 
thefe words he quitted me, unable to 
reply, and overwhelmed with forrow,- 
What can I do, Warneck ?' continued 
Fanny : * how refill the will of a father 
whom I ever before delighted to obey ? 

Yet 
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Yet I call heaven to witncfs, that I can 
love none but you, and fear death lefs 

than this hateful marriage/ — ^ You love 
me, Fanny!' exclaimed I, with tran- 
fport, • then does not your heart point 
oiit the only means of refcuing you 
from the tyranny of a father unworthy 
the name, and a detelled marriage that 
would embitter your whole future life ? 
Can you hefitate to trull yourfelf to 
the honour of a lover to whom yours is 
as dear as his own ? Let us fly, my dear 
Fanny, from thofe barbarous men who 
think to command the hearts of others, 
5while themfelvcs are flaves to paflion 
and rancour, — Let us be united by in- 
dilToluble bonds. — What confent do we 
need but that of a juft and beneficent 
God, who knows our hearts, and wit* 
neffcs the purity of our intentions ? — 

We 
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We will feek in another country the 
tranquillity denied us here. Perhaps 
fome future day our parents, touched 
by our mutual afFeAion, may relent, 
and banifh a hatred that difgraces both, 
acknowledge their injuftice, and rccal 
to their hearts thofe paternal fentiments 
we merit. It is poflible to ferve their 
country, and to enjoy different opinionsf, 
without introducing perfonal animofity, 
which blinds inftead of enlightening them 
to the real ititereft of the ftate.'-^ 
* What, Warneck, ' exclaimed Fanny, 
' would you haye me difgrace myfelf 
hy failing in the mod facred duties,-r- 
-expofe myfelf to a father's curfe, and 
the dreadful effeds of his refentmcnt ? 
No, Warneck, I can never cohfent.' — 
I combated Fanny's objedions with all 
the eloquence of love, but the utmoft 
Vol. II. D I could 



^1 THE. FR£NCH 

at my difappointment, and boiling with 
indignation at the pufillanimity of my 
rival, I returned home, devifing means 
to encounter the poltroon, who was un- 
worthy the name of Englilhman. On 
my arrival, Roderick gave me a note, 
in which Walter informed me that not 
having any concern whatever with jpie, 
he had no right to accept my challenge, 
particularly as it was made in too impe- 
rious a manner for him tp think it 
ncceflary to obey the fummons. I faw 
this excufe was but a paUiation of his 
cowardice, and therefore determined to 
force him to come to a proper expla- 
nation* 

** At length the night arrived that I 

had waited for with fuch impatience, 

Betty as before introduced me to her 

6 miftrefs* 
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miftrefs. I found Fanny in tears. ' It 
is inevitably fixed, my dear Warneck,' 
faid fhe, * we muft part for ever. This 
is our laft meeting. In two days I (hall 
be united to the man I deteft moft on 
earthy and that day Ihall be the laft of 
my life/ — I mingled my tears with 
hers. At length informing her of the 
challenge I had fcnr to Walrcr, and his 
defpicabJe refufal ' to accept it, ' This 
laft trait/ added I, * muft convince you 
of the. pufillanimous weaknefs of the 
wretch to whom they wifti to unite you. 
Gaii you refolve to marry a man fo un- 
worthy of you ? Think, my 'dear Fanny, 
a coward is capable of the moft atro- 
cious ads ; and Walter, once pofleflfed 
of your hand, well knowing that he 
cannot obtain your heart, from your 
huft)and will become your tyrant.' — 

D 3 ' What !' 
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• What !' exclaimed Fanny, * is it pof- 
fible that Walter (hould be fo defpicable^ 
yet be the man to whom my father de- 
ligns to unite' me ?' ■■ 

^' She ceafed, and appeared to reflecfl 
for fome minutes* — * The confliA h 
over/ refumed fhe with energy, ' my 
fcruples are vanifbed: for though aj^ 
Englifhwoman can facrifice her happit* 
nefs to her duty, yet ihi cannot fufStr 
meanncfs. That vice deprives Walter 
of all the right paternal authority had 
given him over me* It eVen breaks the 
bonds that attached me to my duty, fince 
my father has no power to force me to 
commit a crime ; and ftirely it is one ta 
be united to a cowardly wretch, and 
by becoming his wife fubmit to be hia 

accomplice. Yes^^ Warneck, I am ready 

to 
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to undertake every thing to efcape this 
hateful union. AA for me as you 
pleafe ; your honour is a warrant for the 
fecurity of mine, arid I'll follow you if 
neceffary to the world's ead.* 

** Charmed to find her in fuch fenti- 
ments^ I negl^dled nothing to ft rengthen 
her refolution and diflipate her fears. 
We refolvcd to put our projedl in exe- 
cution the very next day, trufting Betty, 
who fwore never to abandon her miftrefs^ 
with our intention. After this we con*i 
verfed on means to facilftate our flight i 
at length I retired, my heart overflowing 
with love and joy. 

" The day following I took al| the 
neceflary precautions. I borrowed a 
confiderable fiim of one of my friends, 

D 4 and 
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and depolited my mod valuable eiFedls 
in a trunk, ordering Roderick to pro- 
cure a poft-chaife to wait at a fliort 
diftance from the houfe of Sir George 
Williams. — The expedled hour at length 
arrived : I repaired to the garden-gate, 
and was foon joined by my trembling 
Fanny and her maid. I endeavoured to 
re-affure her, and catching her in my 
arms, conveyed her to the chaife, in 
which I alfo placed Betty, and feated 
xnyfelf, Roderick preceding us to pro- 
cure frcfh horfes. We continued bur 
route with as little delay as poflible to 
Edinburgh, where we united our hands 
as firmly as our hearts. Our marriage waj 
celebrated without pomp, but love prc- 
fided and embellifhed our fimple enter- 
tainment. In (hort, my dear Lanfon, I 
became the happieft of men : Fanny's 

affcdion 
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jaffedlion was as great as my own, and 
flie gave way without fear to thofe fen- 
timents which virtue approves." 
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CHAP. III. 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Lord 

IVarnech 

X Had fome relations at Edinburgh, 
whom I. went to vifit ; they received us 
with the greateft politenefs. As it is 
very common in our ifland to fee matches 
formed without the confent.of parents, 
they conceived no unfavourable impref- 
lion on our account. Two days after 
our marrkge I received a Jetter.fromthe* 
friend who advanced the money, jmd 
•who was alfo the confident of our.flighti 

D s He 
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He informed me, that my fether was 
violently irritated againft me, but that 
his anger was trifling in comparifon of 
Sir Georges, who fwore with the bit- 
tereft imprecations to be revenged on 
me, and that he was making the moft 
minute enquiries to difcover where we 
had retired. My friend alfo informed 
me, that Walter appeared deeply afHidled. 
with the lofs of a fortune which he 
thought fecure ; and that feconding the 
baiibnet's proje^fls of vengeance, he had 
fet off the day after our elopement in 
purfuit of us, declaring he would de- 
prive me of life if I refufed to furrender 
Fanny, 

** The threats of Walter made not the 
Icaft impreffion on me ; but as we were 
not fecure from the refentment ^f our 

parents. 
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parcntft, being under age, we refolvcd 
to go to America. Fanny fcad an uncle 
who was governor of St. Domingo ; her 
mother was a Spaniard, the baronet 
having marirred her when he went on a 
iccret miffion t6 the court of Madrid. 
We had no doubt but this uncle would 
intereft himfelf in our favour, and give 
us all neceffary afliflance. In confe- 
quence of this refolution we left Edin- 
burgh, and failed from the neareft port 
oil board a (hip bound for Jamaica. 



€€ 



Our voyage was fortunate: Fanny 
was but (lightly incommoded. In fix 
weeks we reached St. Jago de la Vega, 
the principal town in Jamaica. Here 
wc determined to remain feme weeks 
to recover our fatigue. I vifited the 
governor, informing him that my intcn- 

D 6 ^ tion 
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tion was to repair to St. Domingo to fee 
a relation of my wife's, concealing 
however our flight from England* Sir 
Hanfon Wright (which was his name) 
received me with the utmoft kindnefs, 
and we foon became intimately ac- 
quainted, Hanfon fparing no pains to 
procure Fanny and myfelf aiU the amufe* 
ment which the ifland could afford* 

*' We had been near a month at St, 
Jago when a Spanifh Ihip arrived in the 
port to make an exchange of merchan- 
dize. We prepared every thing to de- 
part with this velfel which was to fail in 
three days. The houfe where we lodged 
was fituated at the extremity of the 
city, and adjoining a fmall and unfre- 
quented wood, in which Fanny and 
myfelf often walked. The evening 

previous 
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previous to our departure we repaired 
thither as ufual, converfing on the dif- 
ferent arrangements neceflary in our 
lituation* We deligned to leave two 
letters with Sir Hanfon, entreating him 
to forward them to England as foon as 
poffible : one was for my father, the 
other for that of Fanny. In thefe we 
informed our parents of our arrival in 
Jamaica, entreating pardon for our dif- 
obedience ; and, in fhort, faying every 
thing we could furmize to foften them 
in our favour. 



** As we were returning, converfing 
on the wilhed-for effed of thefe letters, 
five men malked rufhed out of a thicket, 
three feizing Fanny, and the other two 
attacking me with their fwords. I had 

no weapon but a cane with which I for 
;, fome 



d 
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fame time parried their thru (Is ; but at 
length overpowered, I received feveral 
wounds, at the laft of which I fell, de- 
prived of knowledge, remaining^ as near 
as I can guefs,. near an hour in that ftate. 
Roderick and Betty^ uneafy at our long 
flay, came to feek us in our ufual walk, 
where they foufid me to all appearance 
lifelefs, and bathed in blood. " Thelc 
faithful fervants immediately procured 
afllftance to carry me home, and called 
in a furgeon who ftanched the blood 
and bound up my wounds : happily, or 
rather unhappily for me, none of them 
were mortal. 



" When I revived from my infenli- 
bility, I threw my eyes on every fide, 
and at length alked for Fanny. Rode- 
rick then informed me in what a ftate 
I I had 
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I had been found, but that he was igno- 
Tant what was become cf my wife,— 
• O heaven f* exclaimed I, • fhe is ftolen 
from me, and I am unable to purfue the 
villains who have perpetrated fo heinous 
an adtioTi, Fly, Roderick, and inform 
Sir Hanfon of this fatal event. En- 
treat him from me to caufe the mod 
cxacfl enquiries to be made after my 
affiiflins, and the robbers who have be- 
reaved me of my wife.* My weaknefs 
would not permit me to fay more. 
Roderick immediately ran to perform 
his commiflion, and on his return in- 
formed me that Sir Hanfon appeared as 
much afflidled as provoked at the out- 
rage we had received, and had defired 
him j:6 aflure me, that he regarded the 
infult as his own, and that he would 
immediately fend in purfuit of the 

authoi^ 



I 
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authors of this double vilkny^ Thu 
meflage tranquillized me a little, not- 
withftanding I was not without the mod 
cruel inquietudes on the confequences 
of this atrocious ad. I trembled for 
Fanny, and fufpeded Walter,—* He 
only/ cried I, could be guilty of fo 
perfidious and Villanous an adlion. He 
has doubtlefs difcovered the road we 
have taken, foIWU^ed us, and, accom- 
panied by wretches of his own charader, 
perpetrated this accurfed projcdt.' I 
confirmed myfelf in this idea : I even 
thought I recolledlcd in one of the af^ 
faflins the height and air of Walter, In 
my fury I fwbre to purfue that villain 
through the world, and to make him 
expiate by his blood this frelh outrage. 
I knew the heart of Fanny, and that 
flie would fooner fufFer death than fub,- 

mit 



ft*-. 
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mit to difhonour ; but I had every thing 
to fear from the rafcality of my rival, 
lyhofe guilty love might prompt him tq 
ufe violence with my wife. Thefe re- 
fledlions wrought fo ftrongly on my 
iniad> and heated my blood; that my 
wounds opened afrefh, and threw me 
again into a ftate of infenfibility, from 
which I was with difftpulty recovered ; 
the furgeon then informing me that if 
I did not become more tranquil, my 
life was in the utmoft danger. The 
hope of finding . Fanny, and revenging 
myfelf on Walter, made me determine 
to endeavour to moderate my paflion. 



" The^ext day Sir Hanfon came to 

vifit me, teftifying how fenfible he was 

of my misfortune, and communicating 

the meafqres he had taken. After a 

converfation^g 

Y 
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converfation which my weaknefs would 
not fuiFcr to be prolonged^ he quitted 
me with an aifurance of every effort in 
his power to revenge me^ 

•' In fomething more than thfe^ 
weeks I was able to leave my bed> but 
Was ill 11 extremely weak. I waited 
with impatience for my gaining fufficient 
ftrength to go in feafch of my wifc^ 
Sir Hanfon declaring his purfuit fruitlefs. 
This was the more aftonifhing^ as in the 
ifland of Jamaica no vcffel entered or 
left the harbours without his knbwledge^ 
and on Ihore enquiries could hardly fail 
of fuccefs. In ftiort, finding myfelf 
entirely recovered from my wounds in 
about a month, I determined to fearch 
tvery corner of the ifland, and the 
ports, to fee whether I could not dif^ 



.( 
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cover Walter. The evening before my 
intended departure I ftrayed, over- 
whelmed with melancholy^ to contem--^ 
plate the fatal fpot where my beloved 
Fanny had been fnatchcd from me,— ^ 
where we had converfed for the lafl 
time> — and where^ doubtlefs, the villaia 
Walter thought he had aflaflinated ihe.- 
I had walked near half an hour, loft i|r 
ibrrowful nefleftions, when finding my« 
felf &tigued, I pufhed afide fome 
branches to feat myfelf on th6 ground, 
and difcovered a pocket-book which 
they had concealed from my fight. I 
hiftantly fnatched it up, with a prefenti- 
ment that it might give me fome infor- 
mation refpedling the villains who had 
ftolen my wife. My expedatioAs were 
not deceived, the pocket-book was 
Walter's. After reading feveral letters, 

i 
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none of which gave me the leaft hope, 
of difcoyery, I found one figned hy Sir 
Hanfon : in this he informed Walter, 
that all was ready in the pavillion at the; 
bottom of the garden to receive Fanny j 
—that he . might depend on the thret 
men he had fent to aflift him; — con- 
eluding by entreating him to ufe all- 
jieceflary precaution tq make his fuc^cfiV 
complete. — •* Tl^e traitor]* exckipoedi .1;^^ 
in a frenzy of rag^, ♦is ; it thus t^at 
under the fpecious appearance of pro-; 
bity and friend ftiip hQ_ ^s abufed tny, 
confidence? Can the earth bear fuch a 
irionfter ? But I will be revenged^ atid; 
punifh his falfehood, equally with the 
villain of whom ^ he h^s become the 
accomplice** 

. '' As 
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' ** As I returned hombward I became 
more cool, refleding that Hanfon en- 
joying a moft unlimited power in the 
ifland, and the inhabitants being entirely 
at his ^devotion," it was nodfafe for me 
to ct)nfide an- any one • for fliouU he 
difcover that I was informed of his 
being the villanous accomplice of Wal- 
ter, I'had every thing to fear: he might 
force me to . leave the ifland befi3re I 
could refcue Fanny from his hands.-— 
Thefe refledions m^de me refolve to 
diffemblej . ^ . j * . 



{ • - 



' ** Arrived at liome I informed Rode- 
rick and Betty . of the difcovery I had 
Made, after which we deliberated on the 
means of delivering her. The firft carfe 
was to let Fanny know I was yet living, 
that' P had difcovered her retreat, and 

was 
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was rcfolvcd to refcue her. After dc- 
vifing and rejeAing fcveral differed 
pfojeds^ we determined on an invention 
that appeared the moft fe^fible. The 
pavillion where Hanfon concealed my 
wife, was quite alone, and feparated by 
an extenfive garden from the governor's 
palace. The windows of this pavilJion 
were towards the fea, on a part of the 
fhore that was totally unfrequented and 
folitary. I employed Roderick to hire 
a fiihcrman for a good fum to take us 
thither in his boat, procuring alfo a 
long ladder, which was neceflkry for 
our purpofe. My valet eafily ipxecuted 
my commiflion, for by the power of 
gold th^re are but few things which can- 
not be accomplifhed. 

•* Late 
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•* Late at night I rqwtired with Ro- 
derick to the fea Ihore ; — the fifherman 
was waiting for us : we entered his boat; 
and in a quarter of an hour reached the 
pavillion. After having anchored our 
boat as firmly as we poflibly could^ we 
placed our ladder againft the wall^ which 
Roderick and the fifherman held^ left 
the motion of the boat fhould make it 
flip, while I afcended to the firfl: window 
in .the pavillion. I knew not in what 
apartment Fanny was confined, or whe- 
ther fhe was alone, but refolved to rifk 
every thing. I tapped gently at the 
window, calling in a low voice on the 

nan^e of my beloved wife. Fanny in- 
ilantly recognized me. — ^ Is it really 
you, my dear Wameck?' replied fhe, 
in a tremulous and ill-afTured voice, 
• how is it pofliblc you could get hither ?* 

— .*Arc 
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— ^*Arc there any difficulties that my ten- 
dernefs cannot furmount?' replied L 
f But^ my dear Fanny, is there no one 
to overhear us?' She informed mc^ 
there was no perfon in the pavillion but 
the woman appointed to attend on her^ 
who flept in an adjoining apartment^ 
and that even fhould Ihe be awake (he 
could not overhear us in the low key wc 
(poke. 

" After having declared to each other 
the pleafure we experienced at this meet- 
ing, I informed my wife in few words 
how I had difcovered the villany of 
Walter, and the perfidy of the gover- 
nor. — * My dear Warneck/ interrupted 
J^anny, * Hanfon is yet more culpable 
than you imagine/ — She then informed 
inc that the governor was in love with 

her. 
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lier, that by fome means he had ba- 
nifhcd Walter, and was perpetually 
importuning her with his pallion.— 
* The villain/ added Ihc, * does not 
blufli to fix the price of my liberty on 
my dilhonour, and I am in perpetual fear 
that his criminal paffion will lead him to 
ufe violence.' 

** This information of Fanny's aug- 
mented my fury againft Hanfon : I pro- 
mifed myfelf ample vengeance upon 
this difgraceful governor as foon as 
poflible. — But a far more eflential ob- 
jedt employed me at theprefent moment, 
that of delivering my wife from the 
power of a wretch who doubtlefs was 
equal to the commiffion of the moft 
flagrant crimes, fince he could facrifice 
his probity and honour to a guilty paC- 

Vol. II. E fion; 
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fion ; it was therefore neceflary to fnatch 
her immediately from the danger to 
which Ihe was expofed. 1 refolved to 
execute my projed the following night, 
defiring Fanny to be ready at the fame 
hour, after which we feparated in the 
hope of foon being re-united, 1 de- 
fcended into the boat, which brought us 
to fhore without any accident. 

** After taking a few hours reft I pre. 
pared for our projed:. I engaged the 
fifherman to procure us a veflel large 
enough to carry us to the firft port in 
St. Domingo. He informed me that 
one of his relations had a fhallop which 
would exadly fuit, if I chofe to engage 
it. I accompanied the fifhermaii to his 
friend's, whom I perfuadcd by the prcr 
fentation of a confiderable fum^ and a 

•r 

6 promi& 
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promife to take care of his future fortune 
on our arrival at St. Domingo. Jackfon 
(which was his namej confented, and 
we determined on our meafures ; he was 
to leave the port at night fall, and wait 
for us in open fca^ at fome diflance from 
the pavillion. 

" On my return home I received a 
vifit from Sir Hanfon. At the fight of 
him I underwent the moll violent emo- 
tion : tny blood boiled in my veins : I 
could hardly refrain from falling on the 
villain, and facrificing him to my fury^ 
Notwithftanding, the intereft of my 
dear Fanny engaged rac to dilTemble^ 
and conceal my fentiments : I received 
him therefore as ufual^ he accofting me 
with that fpecious appearance of cor- 
diality and beneficence which he fo 

E 2 eafily 
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cafily could afTutne. In the courfe of 
the converfation I informed him that I 
was determined to depart in fearch of 
the villains who had ftolen my wife; 
He replied, that after all the fruitlefs 
enquiries made in the ifland he doubted 
mine would be unfuccefsful, as he wati 
almoft aflured that the infamous perpe- 
trators had left St. Jago immediately 
after the execution of their enterprise* 



** I faw through the drift of this dif- 
courfe : — itiy prefence incommoded him^ 
he therefore wifhed me to depart, left 
by my ftay in the ifland I fhoulddifcover 
his connexion with Walter, and his vil- 
lany towards Fanny. I however ftili 
concealed my rage. I even fecretly en* 
joyed t\\t thought of his being my dupe, 
while he thought me his. After a fhort 
3 converfation 
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Gonverfation he left me, faying he hoped 
that I ftiould favour him with a vifit 
before my departure. 

** As foon as Hanfon left me I finiflied 
my preparations. At night all my efFedls 
were put fecretly on board, and at the ap- 
pointed hour Roderick, Betty, and myfelf, 
being provided with feveral files, and two 
ladders, arrived under the walls of the 
pavillioii. We placed our ladders, and 
aiccompanicd by Roderick I reached the 
apartment of Fanny. She was waiting 
for us. * My beloved wife,* faid J, 
• return thanks to God ; the moment of 
your deliverance is near.' Roderick and 
myfelf then began to file the iron bars 
that fecured the windows, which was 
no eafy talk, being of a thicknefs to 
have difcouraged any one who was not 

E 3 animated 



78 THE fREKCH 

animated by a motive as powerful asf 
that of delivering the pcrfon mod dear 
to them from flavery and diftionour. — 
In fliort, after an hour and half's labour 
we procured a paflage. I leaped into 
the chamber, and again clafped my 
Fanny, whofe arms were open to receive 
me. I affifted her to get upon the win- 
dow ; Roderick was ready to help her 
to defcend the ladder. I fpeedily fol- 
lowed them. We inftantly put off, and 
foon reached the Ihallop, where having 
largely recompenced the fifherman^ we 
fet fail for St, Domingo." 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. IV. 

Continuation of the Hijlory of Lord 

IVarneck. 

xxT day-break m*c had loft fight 
of the i/land^ confcqucntly were out of 
danger* Fanny and myfclf then gave 
way to the pleafure we experienced at 
our happy meeting, regardlefs of the 
forrows which villany had occafioned 
us. I however could not help regretting 
my being obliged to leave the mif- 
creants unpuniftied, whofe crimes their 
blood alone could expiate : however I 
promifed myfelf revenge feme future 
day. When our firft raptures were over, 
I dcfircd my wife to give me an account 

E 4 of 
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of all that had happened her lince our 
reparation. 

* I cannot exprefs to you, my dear 
Warneck/ faid Fanny, * the horror I 
experienced when feized by the three 
villains ; yet that fenfatiort was re- 
doubled when I faw you attacked by the 
two others, and at length fink beneath 
their fwords. I fainted, in which ftate 
I was conveyed to the pavilUon. Re« 
Itored to n^y fenfes, I gave way ta 
defpair, calling on death, and loading- 
with execrations the mifcreants who had 
murdered my hulband; for I had no 
doubt but they had completed their 
crime, and that you was loft to ipc for 
ever. Two women who were placed to 
attend on me endeavoured in vain to 
confole me. 

* I waiS 
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^ X was in this unhappy fituation when 
Walter appeared; at the fight of that 
monfter I gave a cry of horror, and 
without giving him time to fpeak a 
word, flew at him, loading him with 
the moft opprobious names. I know 
not how far my rage might have carried 
me, had not the two women faved him 
frojn my fury. He retired in the great- 
eft precipitation ; — the cowardly villain 
feared even the weak efforts of a woman, 
and^'^ihru'nk away alarmed. Notwith^ 
Handing, the violence of the fenfations 
I had experienced threw me into a fever, 
which made fuch rapid progrefs, that in 

a few days I was in extreme danger. In 
my delirium I thought I faw you, my 
dear Warrteck, and we held the moft 
tender converfations ; then fpeedily for- 
getting, that delightful illufion, I re- 
... E c turned 

r 
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turned to a confufed rccoUeftion of my 
misfortune^ weeping your unhappy fate^ 
and venting bitter curfes on Waher. 

* One day after a violent paroxifm I 
funk for a confiderable time into a (late 
of infenfibility, little in appearance 
removed from death ; on reviving from 
which I difcovered Sir Hanibn feated by 
my bed-fide. On my giving an excla^ 
mation of furprize, he rofe, — ^^ Calm 
your fpirits, madam," faid he, *' and 
preferve a life fo neceflary to the happi^. 
nefs of many.'* — '• What avails life^" 
replied I, '* when I have loft my huC- 
band ?" — '* Your hulband yet livcn^ 
madam,** returned the governor.— 

*' Alive ! *• exclaimed I : *' Warneck 
alive ! Ah, fir, feek not to deceive 

me.*'—** Believe, me, oa my word, your 

huiband^ 
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hufband, although he has been in the 
utmpft danger, is at prcfent aimed rc- 
eftabliftied/'— " O heaven! my huf- 
band alive I*' repeated I, in a tranfport 
of joy : ** but by what happy chance do 
I fee you here ? how did ybu difcover 
the retreat where the villains have con- 
fined me ?*' The governor replied, that 
he would inform me of every particular 
when my health would permit; that 
until that time it was fufficicnt for mc 
to know that I had nothing to fear from 
the violence , of Walter,L 

•"The aflu'rance which Hanfon had 
given me that you were living, my dear 
Warneck, was more efficacious than all 
the afliftance of art, and I was foon out 
of danger. As my health grew better, 
"Sir Hanfon came to vifit me fcveral 

E 6 times 
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times a day. I ever enquired after you 5 
he affured me you was out of danger^^ 
but that you had not recovered ftrength 
fufficient to quit your apartment. 1 en- 
treated him to caufe me to be conveyed 
to you, but he declined it, uader pre-, 
tence that my health was not yet enough 
re-eftablifhed for me to be removed 
without danger. One day that I had 
prcfled him more warmly than u&al, he 
replied, " Do you then defire my deach> 
charming Fanny ? for it is certain tha% 
I cannot furvive your loii, and would 
purchafe, at the price of my blood, the 
happinefs of enjoying your company 
fome time longer/* 

* I leave you to judge, Wamedc, the 
furprize I experienced at thefe words. 
Hanfon, without waiting my anfwer,, 

threw 
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threw himfelf at my feet. — ** Yes, ma- 
dam, I adore you; love entered my 
heart thefirft moment I faw you: but 
defpairing to gain your favour, I fhould 
ever have concealed it, but for the event 
which feparated you from yourhulband.*' 
The governor then informed me that 
Walter was his relation ;— that he fol- 
lowed us in the Spanifh merchantman, 
jind on his arrival had ^ related to him 
our elopement the day before the in- 
tended marriage, entreating hitn to 
favour his projedl, as could he once get 
me to England our marriage would be 
declared illegal, and I fhould readily con- 
fcnt to efpoufe him. — " The confidence 
of Walter," continued Hanfon, ^ in- 
fpired a ray of hope in my bofom. I 
thought that by appearii>g to fecond his 

views, I might be ufeful to you- On 

niy 

W 
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tny perfuafion he brought you to thh 
pavillion ; but I was in no meafure privy 
to the attack made on Warneck, nor 
could I ever have fuppofed Walter ca- 
pable of fuch bafenefs* Yet more^ 
madam^ his infamous condud and the 
manner in which you received him de- 
termined me to reftore you to your huf- 
band> and put it out of Walter's power 
to injure you. — In fhort, I have had no 
view but your fafety, and to acquire 
fome rights on your gratitude." 

• I clearly difcovered that Hanfon 
fought to palliate his own faults^ and to 
make a merit of his part of the villany^ 
I was exafperated at his effrontery^ but 
my intereft engaged me to diflemble. — 
•' I am willing to believe/' replied I to 

the governor^ ^' that your condu<fl has 

not 
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not been contrary to honour^ conle- 
quently mud meet my gratitude: but 
how could you fuppofe that I would 
ever liften to yoilr paflion^ when you 
well know my firm attachment to War- 
neck. Could you imagine me fo weak 
that reparation fhould render affedlion 
and duty Icfs facrcd in my eyes?'* — 
*' No, madam/' replied he, " I never 
pretended to break thofe bonds which 
arc fo dear to you. I feel that I cannot 
afpire to gain a heart fo devoted to an- 
other: but I at lead flattered myfelf 
that the fervice I rendered you, and re- 
ftoring you to your fpoufe, would foften 
you in my favour, and that you might 
grant to pity what I could not hope from 
love/* — ^" Is it really Sir Hanfon," faid 
I, haughtily, " thatxlares affront the wife 

•f Warneck by fuch 9 difcourfe ? You 

fpeak 
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fpeak of reftoring me to my hulband^ 
yet wilh me to b? faithlefs to him. — 
Would you thus be paid for performing 
what honour and duty demand ? Banifh 
fuch unworthy thoughts, and recal thofr 
fentimcnts of generofity I once thought 
you pofleflcd. I Ibould be pained tQ 
change my opinion of Sir Hanfon/'— ^ 
** I well know, madam/' replied he^ 
" that I fail in that generofity of which 
I flatter myfelf I have before given fre- 
quent proofs. But, alas, underftanding, 
in. vain ftruggles againfl: a pafGon £9 
violent as mine: and whep. once love- 
has ftifled virtue in a heart where it w» 
before predominant, there are no ex^. 
tremities but which it may lead to. No, 
.madam, (continued he^ after fome fe>|r 
moments .fileace,)y{JLjC*nnot= jrefolve to 
deflroy my hopes*. Refl^iSt >5w ^re i|X 

my^ 
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my power ; and I will perifh rather thaa • 
•Surrender you/* 

* With thcfe words he retired, with- 
out giving me time to reply. I leave 
you to judge, my dear Warneck, the 
fear and forrow rhey occafioned mc.-— 
I had every thing to apprehend from a 
man who refolved to facriiice his honour 
to his paflion. Notwithftanding, I was 
determined to fuffer death rather than 
confent to his infamous defires ; there* 
ifuc, when he returned the next day to 
afk the refult of my deliberations, I 
informed him of my refolution, re- 
proaching him with his difgraceful be-* 
haviour ; he however was not repulfed, 

redoubling his importunities ; fome-« 
times from entreaties changing to the 
moft dreadful menaces, — and I really 

think , 
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think that he would foon have attempted 
to put his threats in execution, had not 
heaven, my dear Warneck, fent you to 
my deliverance.* 

'^ Fanny had juft concluded her re- 
cital, when we difcovered land, ' After 
coafting fome time, we entered the port 
of St. Domingo, which is the principal 
town in the polfeflion of the Spaniards 
in the ifland of Hifpaniola. On my 
arrival I was informed that My- ^'if?\ 
uncle was no longer governor, havii^ 
departed a month before for his own 
country. This information greatly af- 
Aided me ; — I depended much on the 
adiilance of this gentleman, my funds 
being confiderably dccreafed. How- 
ever, we determined to prefent ourfelves 
to the new govcFnor, in hopes that he 

would 



would receive us gracioufly, in con- 
fideration to his predeceflbr, and the 
family of Fanny. In effecft the gover- 
nor, Don Inigo de Porbera, treated us 
with the utmoft kindnefs, faying to 
Fanny that he Ihould efteem himfelf 
particu wrly happy if he could be of the 
lea/l utility to the niece of a man for 

whom he had ever had a particular 
efteem. He prefented us to his wife, 

i^ho received us with that dillinguifhed 
politenefs that appertains to perfons of 
birth and family. This lady was much 
younger than her hulband, and might 
truly be called handfome j her features 
were regular, with fine black eyes full 
of life and expreffion; — ^her complexion 
was dark when compared with Fanny's, 
yet fo clear and frelh that it was im- 
poflible to wifti it otherwife. Spanilh 

haughtincfs 
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haughtinefs was ftrongly jmprinted on 
her features; (he poflefled the utmoft 
animation in every adlion, and wheo 
fhe fpoke entered into the fubjedl 
with a vivacity and energy that ftiew^ed 
the vioJcnce of her feelings. Do;^ 
Inigo appeared between forty and fifty 
years of age : his perfon^ without being: 
handfome, was pleafing; grajve gad rf- 
feryed in his ipaanner, be wm C2^\itio9s» 
in forming attachmcnt^j, but when.oixcf^ 
interefted became a ^m and finccrCi 
friend. Generous and.humnne for tht. 
pleafure of being fo, hia foul was ncv«r 
fwayed by felf-love^ 'Invariably at- 
tached to his duty^ hi$ condwS: never 
contradided his principles, following 
the fyftem be had formed with the 
greater eafe, as nature had implanted in 
his difpofit ion. none of thofe begdftrong 

pa (lions. 
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paffions which fo frequently lead men to 
tranfgrefs the bounds prefcribed by 
lionour and virtue, 

**^ The kind reception of Don Inigd 
«ngiaged me to difclofe my fituation ; he 
was pleafed with the confidence I re- 
pofed in him, entreated my friendfhip, 
and iniifted we fhould refidc in his 
palace, 

-*' I had the utmoft reafon to applaud 
myfclf with having formed an acquaiht-^ 
ance with Inigo ; the generous Spaniard 
negleding nothing to render our fl^y. 
agreeable, behaving to us with that 
kindnefs and friendfhip that'doubled the 
price of his benevolence. We foon 
became infeparable, the ftrifteft friend- 

(hip being formed between us. Fanny 

was 
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was equally pleafed with the goverhor's 
wife, the utmoft intimacy taking place 
as they becajne acquainted ; but the 
tranquillity we enjoyed was of fhort 
duration, and by the ftrangeft contra- 
riety, love, that pailion which caufed 
our happinefs, was alfo to be a perpetual 
fource of misfortune* 



C H A P. V. 

Cantinuatkn of the Hiftory of Lord 

Wameck. 

W E had been fome months with 
Don Inigo, when on a fudden Donna 
Porbera became thoughtful and melan<- 
choly, an air of conftraint reigning in 
her words and manners that furprized 

me. 
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tne. Frequently had I caught her eyes 
fixed on me, which fhe inllantly would 
remove, with her face overfpread with 
blufhes. Sometimes in converfation (he 
would praife me, but on a momentary 
recolledion (lop {hort, as if fhe feared 
faying too much in my favour. At firfl 
I knew not to what caufe to attribute 
this alteration in her behaviour, but 
fpeedily gained melancholy information 
on the fubjcdl. 

^ -One day that fome flight indifpo* 
fition confined Fanny to her apartment, 
1 went as ufual to pay my compliments 
to our hofls; I found Donna Porbera 
alone : (he no fooner perceived me than 
her face was covered with blufhes, 
which almoft inllantaneoufly gave place 
to a more than ufual palenefs. After 

the 
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the firft compliments flie enquired for 
Fanny. I replied in terms which 
fhewcd my tendernefs to my wife.— 

* How I envy the fate of Fanny,* faM 
Ihe, * to pbflefs a hulband that loves heir 
To tenderly.' — ' Madam/ replied I, 

* Eton Inigo furely gives you no caufc 
of complaint on that fcore.' — * I have 

• • • 

no reafon to complain of my fpoufe,' 
returned fhe ; * he love's me, and on 
that account am I the more miferable.* 
— * How,' replied I, * is it poflible that 
the afFedion of Don Inigo can make 
you unhappy ?' — * My dear Warneck,* 
faid the lady, * you are not ignorant 
that in an union like marriage, efteem 
h but a feeble fubftitute for love, and 
unhappily I can grant nothing farther 
to Inigo. My parents united us with- 
out confulting me ^ I hardly was ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with him before he became my 
hufband. I have every reafon to be 
fatisfied with his condu(5t> but love is 
nqt to be commanded. That fympa- 
thetic attraction, — that napieleCs charm, 
that feizes at once on the heart, I have 
hot met with in Inigo. Unhappily, my 
extreme fenfibility, joined to a heart 
naturally tender, and which is alone 
actuated by the moft lively imprcflions, 
cannot accommodate itfelf with the 
cold and ferious tendernefs of Porbera. 
-r-With him J have never experienced 
that union of foul, — thofe inexpreffible 
delights of love which arc the blellings 
of life, and after which my heart con- 
tinually languifhes.'-r-r— At thefe words 
Donna Porbera gave me a look whofc 
expreflion was by no means equivocal. 
I underftood its lignific^tion, but feign- 
Vol. II. F^ ing 
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ing not to comprehend the purpofc of 
her difcourfe, I pitied her misfortune, 
in not being able to love a man fo re- 
fpeftable, and who entirely merited her 
tendernefs : then forming a pretence of 
abfence, I retired greatly agitated on 
the difcovery I had made ; — for the 
looks, the manners, the difcourfes of 
Donna Porbera, were now all explained, 
all announced her views on me. Even 
though I had not been united to Fanny 
by the bonds of afFedtion as well as 
thofe of Hymen, and to Inigo by thofe 
of friendlhip and gratitude, I could have 
felt no fentiment for Donna Porbera but 
indifference. Her difpofition and mine 
were widely different ; and though fhe 
was handfome, her features were defti- 
tute of that fofrnefs and feminine 
modefty which to me is the moft pow- 
erful 
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crful charm of beauty. In confidcring 
her attentively, what firft ftruck a 
ftranger as hauteur^ was rather, on 
nearer examination, a repulfive harfh- 
nefs. In fhort, to my idea there was 
fomething dark and finiftcr imprinted 
on her countenance* 



" I inftantly difcovered what vex- 
atious confequences might accrue from 
the pailion of this woman, fhould I give 
it the leaft encouragement ; I therefore 
detcrmihed to avoid all occafions of 
being alone with her, and to continue 
feigning ignorance of her fentiments ; 
* I alfo refolved to conceal the whole from 
Fanny, for love is ealily alarmed, — 
exaggerates its fears, — and delights in 
feeking pain. A woman ever dreads a 
rival, however fecure fhe may be of the 

F 2 honour 
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honour of thfc perfon who poiTefles her 
fceart^ 

** Donna Porbcra foon difcovered mjr 
change of condud^ and penetrated the 
motive ; but when once love has infinu- 
ated itfelf into the heart of a woman of 
ftrong paffions, difficulties only ferve to 
augment it, and was the only cfFcdt my 
indifference produced on the wife of 
Inigo. She became daily more gloomy 
and thoughtful : — ^thc prcfcnce of Fanny 
was infupportabletoher, which, though 
ihc took the utmoft pains to conceal, I 
could not but difcover fhe regarded tis a 
hated rival. 

** One afternoon Don Ihigo propofed 
to walk and enjoy the fine weather : we 
immediately went to the gaiden: the 

governor 
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governor offered his arm to Fannjr^ 
which obliged me to give mine to his 
wifc> Infenfibly we ftrayed from each 
other. Donna' Porbera purpofely quick- 
ening her pace for that purjpofe. — 
After feme mon^nts filence — ^ What 
deiightftil weather/ faid ihe« with an 
agitation that did not efcape me : ' not 
a clotd obfcurcs the fky j — ^all nature is 
calm r— while trouble and forrow reign 
in roy heart/ — * Madam/ replied I, 
* when eyery thing fmiles on you, and 
fortune and nature have beftowed on 
you their moft precious gifts, your days 
ought to pafs as ferene aa this we now 
enjoy.*—.* Ah/ replied Ihe, warmly, 
^ what to me are the gifts of fortune, 
when I am deprived of the enjoyments 
moft dear toa fufceptible heart ? While 
love refufes me thofe pleafures which in 

F 3 my 
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my eyes are the only good in life, and 
that the perfon who could beftow pre- 
tends not to difcover my tendernefs.' 

" This difcourfe, which was evidently 
direded to me, threw me into the greateft 
perplexity, and I remained fome time 
unable to reply. At length I faid, that 
' doubtlefs every one muft do juftice to 
her merit, and poflefs the utmoft re- 

fpedl and efteem for .*— * Efteem \l 

interrupted (lie, tenderly, * can fo cold 
a fentiment reply to a love like mine ? 
But I fee, Warneck,* added (he, with a 
kind of fhame, * that I muft explain 
myfelf more clearly. I muft furmount 
all my fcruples. In fhort, 'tis yourfelf ; 
yes, you, my dear Warneck, that have 
infpired me with a paflion for which 

« 

my heart was formed :— 'tis you I love, 

as 
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as much as 'tis poflible for man to be 
beloved/ 

" Donna Porbera had not concluded 
here, but Inigo and Fanny, fortunately 
for me, at that moment joined us. The 
good Don joked us on our private con- 
versation, faying to Fanny, * Madano^ 
it Appears to me that Warncck and my 
wife underftand each other pcrfcclly 
well 2. fuppofe we pay them in kind ; I 
fhall willingly confent to the exchange.' 
— * You would lofe too greatly,* replied 
Fanny, fmiling. — ;* I thank you for the 
compliment,* anfwered Donna Porbera, 
fmothering her emotion, * but Warneck 
is furely not the laft to know your merit, 
and doubtlefs every other woman is in- 
different to him.* — Speaking thefe words 

F 4 Donna 
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Donna Porbera gave me a glance which 
I perfe&ly comprehended. 

** As the weather was becoming 
cloudy we returned to the houfe^ I 
was in the greafeft perplexity; fo^^ 
after the confcflion Donna Porbera hiad. 
madc^ there was no decorum but what 
fhe could ftep over, and I might cxpcA 
frefh teftimonies of a pzffitn of which 
her behaviour bcfpoke the «xcefs. I 
knew not what conduft to adopt in fo 
delicate a fituation. To have gained 
time by flattering the hopes of Donns 
Porbera, Would have been to deceive 
her J neither was I ignorant how much 
hope fuftains and augments^ love: be- 
fides, diffimulation was never a part of 
my character. Notwithftanding all this, 
to rcpulfe entirely the advances of the 

wife 
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wifb of Inigo was a dangerous experi- 
ment^ for there is nothing which a wo- 
man can fo ill forgive as a man who 
defpifes her charms ; and the more 
lively her paffion, the ftronger is the 
hatred occafioned by his difdain. In 
this point Donna Porbera was yet more 
than another woman ; — fhe was a Spai 
niard : and there are no extremities of 
«rhich a 'Spaniard is not capable^ when 
ihe finds herfelf difdained. 



^* Fanny 4ifcovered my agitation^ 
and when we wcire alone alked the caufe. 
I endeavoured to turn it on indifpofition, 
but my wife was not to be duped by that 
iexcufe^ and prefled me fo earneftly that 
I gave way to her entreaties, informing 
her of the unfortunate inclination of 
Donna Porbera, and the declaration Ihe 

F 5 had 
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had juft made me; adding, that a fear 
of alarming her tendernefs had pre^<^ted 
me until the prefent moment firpnEi' dif- 
clofing it to her. 

« 

*' Fanny was aftoniflied beyond mea- 

fure. We deliberated what party to 

take to avoid the difagreeable efFeds of 

Donna Porbera's paflion. We could fix 

on none but inftantly quitting the ifland, 

and retiring to fome other fpot. Wt 

had juft formed this refolution, which 

we determined to put in execution as 

fpeedily as poflible, when Don Inigo 

entered our apartment. — * An affair of 

the utmoft importance,* faid he, * obliges 

me to leave you for fome time, I muft 

immediately repair to Porto Rico^ but 

my ftay fhall be as ftiort as poffible. I 



GIL BLAS, 107 

ftiall be impatient to return to my dear 
friends/ 

*' This information greatly concerned 
me, as I could not conveniently quit the 
ifland before his return, and I much 
feared his abfence would embolden 
Donna Porbera to perfecute me with her 
love, and perhaps to revenge herfelf on 
my indifference, I teftified to the go^ 
vernor the forrow his abfence would 
occafion me, and entreated him to 
haften his return, — We embraced, and 
Inigo left us. . , , 

'* As we ufually eat at the governor's 
table, during his abfence we could not 
avoid continuing the fame cuftom, and 
keeping company with Donna Porbera ; 
but our converfations had no longer 

F 6 their 
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their ufual charm, the tender effufion 
that accompanies fincere friendlhip was 
wanting. The wife of Inigo was ferious 
and conftrained ; I was vifibly embar- 
rafledj and Fanny hot mdre dt eafe» 
though Ihe ufed her utmoft efforts to 
appear cheerful, in order that D6hha 
Pprbera might not fufpedl fhe was ac« 
quainted with her iehtimfcftts for me* 
Such is the effect of love : it eAibellifhei^ 
or empdifons all, aiid is ^e bleffingor 
the curie of life. 



'* Don Inigo had been abf^hl: about 
eight days, when one morning Donna 
Porbera fent to defire fne tb come to 
her apartment, m fhe wifhed to conmiu-* 
hicate the contents of a letter ihe had 
juft received from hct hulbahd. Fahhj^ 
was ftUl iA bed^ and X could not refufe 

to 
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to attend her without rudenefs ; I there*, 
fore 6hty^ the fummons, determined 
thttt (hould fhe again mention her guilty 
iftelination^ to anfwer in a manner to 
i^eptivt her of hope, and to reprefent 
her duty to the worthy Don Inigo in the 
ftrongefl terms. I found her ftretched 
carelefsly on a fofa, drcfled in an ele- 
gtint dilhabille; a tranfparent gauze 
covered her bofom, and was ikilfully 
deranged to ftiew its beauty ; hi fhort, 
hw whole drefs announced her inten- 
tion: but this fight^ fo far from the 
cflfbA dfcfigned,' infpired oie with no- 
thing but difguft:. 

" Doniia Pbrbera, on my entrance, 
Mperienctfd an emotion which did not 
tfcipe tne i — her complexion aflumed a 

deeper tinA, and her eyes became lan- 
guid; 
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guid ; hotwithftanding which, their 
natural fire predominated over the fuf- 
fufion of tendernefs. She fliewed me 
the letter that fhe had received from 
Don Inigo, which when I had pcrufed 
I teftified to her how highly I was flat-^ 
tered by the friendlhip of her fpoufe ; 
that through life I fhould always recol- 
l&St it with gratitude, and alfo the kind- 
nefles Fanny and myfelf had received 
from her. J then rofe to quit her, but 
fhe defired me not to leave, hjer.— ^ 
* Warneck/ faid fhe, in a languifhing 
voice, * you fly me, — :yoii fhun my pre- 
fence : — I too plainly difcover it.; Is it 
thus you reply to a love like mine, when 
you fee to what it has reduced mc? A 
padion, that I have not blufhed toxon- 
^ fefs, and which has rendered me regard- 
lefs of honour, duty, and every facred 

• •• ^ d ...... 

engagement. 
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engagement. Judge then of my afFec- 
tion, when fuch facrifices are trivial in 
my eyes/ — ^ I feel, madam/ replied I, 
* the worth of a heart like yours, and 
any other man would doubtlefs think 
himfelf happy to be beloved by fo charm- 
ing a lady: but, madam, I need not 
inform you, that tendernefs is not to be 
commanded. Long have I been united 
to Fanny by every tie of afFedlion. I 
am equally beloved by my wife; and 
even yourfelf would think me unworthy 
that happinefs, if I could forget my 
oaths and facred engagements : nor 
ihould my coldnefs offend you, iince my 
heart was Fanny's before I had the honor 
of feeing you/ — ' I am far,* replied 
l>onna Porbera, ' from wifhing to deprive 
your wiffe of the rights fhe has over 
your heart : love does not render me 

unjufl ; 
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unjuft: butj Warneck^ I adore you^ and 
mud die if you afford me no return.*-- 
No, I do not pretend to afpire to your 
whole tenderncfs, but at lead (hare it 
between Fanny and my felf: the fmaUefi 
return will make me the happieft of 
women/ — In faying thefe words Donna 
Porbera leaned upon me, taking my 
hand, which (he prefled to her cheek 
and bathed with her tear«. 



«' I was greatly moved : the tears of 
a woman always produce more or lefs 
eSedi: on the heart of a msm of feeling « 
but the image of my gentle Fanny fud«* 
denly prefented itfelf to my thoi^btii^ 
and reAored my ufual firmne&. After 
fome moments filence, * M^dstm/ fiud 
I, to Donna Porbera, ' your tendernefs 
honours me to the Ugheft degnn ; but 

how 
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how can I reply to k, when neither 
my 6eait nor perfbn are mine to bellow ? 
ASn^ion is n<it fx> be divided ; it either 
reigns as maftef, or does not fubfiftac 
att. fiVjr me^ therefore, and regard me 
» oAe tfnvtmtliy the happinefs you de^ 
^gned. I even dare hope that you will 
eiteeift mi for not having profited of a 
WfHikiveft which yotti? reaibn would here* 
alter €«)fi^mA t iMr do I fear to add, 
ilMJt tifyiCt k die only fenthnent that 
Alight >»r eMi aniaftate Wameck for 
fkm wife idf his friend I>on Inigo.^ — 
With thcfe words I difengaged myfelf 
gently from her hands. 

• Donna Porbera remained for fome 
minutes abforbed in a profound reverie, 
then fuddtnly launching from calmnefs 
to fury, fhe exclaimed, • Is it thus, 

monfter. 
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monfter, that thou dar'ft refift the ten- 
der avowal of a woman like me^ repay- 
ing, her love by the mod infolent indifl 
ference ? Thy heart is . marble, an^ 
infenfible to my tears. Begone ! thou 
faid'fl: truly ; — thou art unworthy af a 
tendernefs which nothing but a blind 

partiality could infpire. Oh heaven/ 

continued fhe, fobbing,^ to what a ftate 
of degradation am I fallen \ Avoid my 
prefence, thou monfter, whom hell has 
thrown upon the earth to torment me I 
henceforward' thou art to meanobjed: 
of horrpr: — I fwear to thee the moft 

implacable hatred !* Aftonifhed and 

alarmed at her violence, I haftencd to 
obey, and kave the prefence of fuch' a 
fury." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Continuation of the Hiftory of Lord 

JVarneck. 

'' T 

JL Related to Fanny the difagreeable 
fcene I had undergone with Donna 
Porbera: fhe was greatly alarmed: I 
however ufed my utmoft efforts to re- 
alTure her^ and we confulted what con- 
du(fl we (hould alTume on fo difagreeable 
an occaiion. We refolved to eat in our 
own apartment, and to have no com- 
munication whatever with Donna Por- 
bera until the return of her hulband. 
We pafled fome days without feeing 
her, my fervant informing me that (he 
remained alone, and Ihut up in her 
chamber. I had no doubt but my in- 
difference 
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difference had raifed her indignation to 
the utmoft height^ and that fhe was me* 
ditating fome projcdl of vengeance,— 
But whatever idea I had of the violQiit 
and outrageous difpofition of the wife 
of Inigo, yet I could never have fur- 
imied her wickednefs would have led 
her to commit; a crime fo atvocious 
as that to which my Faony had nearly 
fallen a viAimi^ 

^ One moraiAg Ro^rick informed 
me privately that he had heard in con^ 
fidence from one of the domefticks, that 
Donna Porbera held fecret conferences 
with a ftranger, who was introduced 
every night into the f>alace with the 
utmoft precaution and privacy. This 
information aftpnifihed me t for I ftill 
had fo good an opinion of the wife 

of 
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of Inigo to fuppofe her behaviour to me 
was only the cffc£t of the violence of a 
pailion which fhe could not furmount^ 
and not habitual vice. I made Rode- 
rick repeat his ftory two or three times^ 
when difcoveriag that I could not give 
belief to his relation^ he propofcd to 
convince me by the evidence of my 
own fight. About eleven at night we 
concealed ourfelves behind a hedge^ and 
in about half an hour faw a man pafs 
by. Though it was clear moon-light^ 
1 could not difcover his features^ his 
fiure being concealed by the manner in 
which he held his cloak; — a waiting 
woman of Donna Porbera's walked be- 
^re himft and led the way to her 
miftre&*s apartment. I had no longer 
any doubt of the truth of what Rode- 
rick had told me, yet could not per* 
I fuade 
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fuadc myfelf that thefe noilurnal vifits 
had any amorous tendency, and rather 
fuppofed them relative to fome myftery 
of which I was the objed:.. I therefore 
determined to be on my guard. I fel- 
dom went out, and then well armed: 
never left Fanny alone ; for if I quitted 
her an inftant, Roderick and Betty were 

4 

her guards. 

", We waited the return of Inigo with 
impatience; he was fhortly expe^ed; 
when one afternoon, as Fanny arid my- 
felf were converfing on his merits, and 
cxprefling our forrow at his having fo 
unworthy a partner, on a fudden my 
wife was taken ill ; I inftantly procured 
alliftance, but her indifpdfition ericreafed, 
and was prefently accompanied by the 

mod acute agonies, which were followed 

by 
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by convulfions. As I was enquiring the 
nature of her malady, fhe faid, * My 
dear Warneck, I am poifoncd !* 

** Thefe words ftruck me with a fud- 
den and horrid idea; my hair flood 
upright, my blood ran chili in my veins. 
* Gracious heaven !* cried I, ' is it pof- 

fible that Donna Porbera But of 

what is a woman not capable who is 

rcg^rdlcfs of every facred duty?' 

Fortunately . I had been informed of a 
certain antidote for poifon by one of my 
friends in England : I inftantly procured 
it for Fanny ; it proved violently eme- 
tic, but the convulfions Hill continued. 
A phyfician whorh I had fent for arrived ; 
he confirmed my fears, adding, that the 
poilbn, from the fymptoms, v;as of the 
flxongeft kind. * Notwithfl:anding,' con- 
tinued 
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tinued he, ^ a^ it was taken in time, it 
is to be hoped that the lady may efcape.* 
He prefcribed feme neceflary remedies, 
and adminiftered a fecond dofe of the 
counter-poifon I had before given. 

" My wife was In the mod dreadful 
agonies during two hours, c\cry mob» 
ment of which I expeded her to link 
under the violence of her fulFerings*-.^ 
Poor Betty was unable to afiift h^ 
miftrefs, fcreamii>g 4tnd crying with the 
utmofl bitternefs. For myfelf, !tis im- 
poflible to paint my feelings at tbut 
dreadful moment, by turns diftrad:ed 
with the thoughts of lofing Fai^ny, ami 
then with fury, which the diabolical at- 
tempt of the governor's wife had in- 
fpired. I raved, w^pt, and wrung my 
hands : every pain, every convulfion of 

Fanny's 
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Fanny's rent my fouL — ' What/ ex- 
ciainDcd I> * will fate never ceafe to 
purfue me ? It broke afunder the 
friendfhip of our fathers, at the very 
time we were on the point of being 
united ; — next it raifes a villain againd 
me^ who attempts my life, and robs me 
of my beloved Fanny ; — another mon-^ 
fter detains her in captivity, and fixes 
the price of her liberty on her dif- 
honour; — and when I at length flattered 
myfelf with having found a tranquil afy- 
lum, the criminal paflion of an infamous 
woman deprives me of all I hold dear. Yet 
reft aflured, moft atrocious wretch, that 
if my love falls by thy diabolical arts, 
I will facrifice thee to my vengeance, 
and deliver the world from fuch a mon- 
fter! 'Tis a fervice I Ihall render to 
fociety and thy hufband.' 

Vol. II. G '' Not- 



121 THE FRENCH 

*' Notwithftanding the utmoft affift- 
ance of art, the poifon was with the 
greateft difficulty extirpated : the weak 
conftitution of my wife could not much 
longer have refilled fuch violent and 
repeated fhocks. In ftiort, by the moft 
perfevering care, the convulfions at 
length ceafed, the vomitings became 
lefs frequent, and Fanny conftquently 
in a ftate of greater tranquillity, I re- 
turned thanks to heaven on my knees, 
fupplicating the prefervation of tny 
fpoufe, without whom my life mull 
become a burthen. 

*« A part of my fears were diflipated 
on feeing my wife better,^ — yet my 
fury againll the infamous author of 
her calamity was nothing diminilhed ; 
and though I had no reafon to doubt 
6 Donna 
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Donna Porbera was the contriver of th"c 
villanous ad, yet I determined to force 
her to confefs it. 



*' Without mentioning my projed to 
any one, I feized two piftols, and went 
to Donna Porbcra's apartment, which 
I was on the point of entering, when I 
heard a man*s voice.— An emotion of 
curiofity made me moderate my rage^ 

and lend an car.-- * Do not doubt it/ 

faid Donna Porbcra ; * the poifon will 
not fail of its efFeft : and however 
fpeedily afliftance may hav^e been pro* 
cured, her death is certain. By this 
means we (hall be both revenged'; — rxic 
of an ingrate who defpifed my lo^'C, 
and you of a man you have fuch reafon 
to hate.* — ^ I will not conceal from you, 
madam,* replied a voice, whigh I thought 

G 2 I recog- 



i 



124 '^^^ FRENCH 

I recognifed, * that I fufFered greatly 
before I could bring myfelf to confent 
to the deftrudlion of a woman I once fo 
tenderly loved ; but the defire of ob- 
taining your favour might bribe mc to 
yet greater facrifices.* 

" I could fuffer no more. — * *Th 
Walter/ exclaimed I, * 'tis that villain V 
The door was locked : rage re- 
doubled my ftrength; — ^I burft it in art 
inflant. — * Perfidious wretch/ faid I, 
• heaven at length gives thee to my 
vengeance : this time thou (halt not 

efcape/ In faying thefe words I 

threw myfelf upon him, fired, and laid 
him dead at my feet. — * And you, aban- 
doned woman,' continued I, addrefling 
Donna Porbera, * you who are equal to 
the blackefl crimes, — you I ought to 

puniih 
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punifh in the fame manner, for the in- 
fernal attempt on my wife: but Don 
Inigo is your hulband and my friend ; I 
therefore leave you to the torments ^f 
rcmorfcj they will fufficiently revenge 
me. Sincerely do I pity him in being 
united to fo defpicable a wretch : his 
goodnefs of heart and generofity defcrve 
a more worthy fate/ 

•• During this difcourfe Donna Por- 
bera had remained feated on a fofa, 
without uttering a fingle word, but 
from time to time regarding me with 
a malignancy that fuflSciently exprefled 
what was pafling in her foul. At lengthy 
throwing off this fmothered rage,— ^ 
* Warneck/ faid (he, with a gloomy 
fmile, * you deny me then the fate of 
Walter? You do me the favour to fparet 

G 3 my 
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my life ? I curfe thy generofity. My 
life is hateful, nor will I owe it to thee« 
I (hall die content : I am revenged : my 
odious rival will accompany me to the 
tomb : (he will not live to triumph ^ 
my fall.^ — Learn^ that if love could dc-- 
grade a Spaniard to commit a crimei 
ibe knows how to punifh herfelf^ and 
that (he fears death lefs than (hamc/-r- 
On concluding thefe words. Donna 
Porbera drew a poniard^ plujogcd it in 
her bofom, and fell bathed in bIoad» 

A ..... ,f 

" At this fight I gave a cry of horror g: 
my fenfes were in the moft inexprefiiWe 
diford^^ : I was on the poinC of flying tick 
S'aqny's sipartment, when Don Inigo^ 
fudderily entered ! Judge the impreffion 
xht frightful fpccfbacle that prefented 
iBuft make on my friend ;— the chamber 

^ > covered 



GIL BIAS. 127 

covered with bloody his wife expiring^ 
and a man (Iretched dead at her feet I 
The governor recoiled with furprizeand 
horror.-r-* Gracious heaven/ exclaimed 
he, * what has happened, Warncck ? 
What can I thhik ?' Saying thefe words 
he flew to his wife, fupporting her in. 
his arms» and addrefling her by th^ mo(b 
ttndcr appellationst 

» 

. ^' I had remained filent through con- 
fbiQon and horror : my agitated mind 
knew not oa what idea to repofe. I 
dreaded to inlfbrm Inigo of the caufe of 
this tragic event. What a blow to hia 
benevolent foul ! Notwithflanding, thq 
governor might think me theaflaflin of 
his wife : it was neceffary that I Ihould 
juftify myfelf^ The apartment was foon 
fiJled with fervants. A furgeon waa 

G 4, cglkd. 
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called, Tvho bound up Donna Porbera*s 
wound : as for Walter he was dead, they 
therefore removed him into another 
apartment. 

'* After Inigo had beftowed his firft 
cares on his wife, * Warneck,* faid hei 

* explain this dreadful myftery : who is 
the man whom I found dead, and how 
came Donna Porbera poniarded?' — 

• Alas, my dear friend,* replied I, * I 
tremble, to inform you with what miift 
afflid in the moft cruel manner your' 
feeling heart i but 'tis neceffary for my 
own juftification. — Learn, that the body 
you faw was Walter's ; he fell by mf 
hand ; — but I am innocent of the death 
of your fpoufc : 'tis Donna Porbera's 
own arm that ftruck the blow, and 
avenged a crifne that may pei:haps de- 
prive 
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privc me of the only bleffing I hold in 
life/ 



*' I faid no further to Inigo, inftantty 
quitting him to return to Fanny, whom 
Ifound deeping intolerable tranquillity; 
Giarmed. to find that the infernal de^ 
%ns of Donna Porbera had not com- 
pletely fucceeded^ and that there were, 
hopes my dear Fanny might be reftored, 
I feated myfelf by her bedfide, and gave 
ivay to reflexions* which the cruel fcene 
I had witneficd occaiioned. I had beeir 
near an hour in this lituation, when a 
fervant informed me that Donna Por- 
bera had recovered her fenfes, and 
dcfired to ipeak to me. I thought it 
wrong not to obey the fummons of a 
dying woman^ whatever reafon I had ta 
hate her. As foon as (he faw me^. 

G 5 'Approach^ 
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* Approach, Warneck,' faid flic, iii^a 
faint and expiring voice, * come and be 
witnefs of my repentance, as you have 
been of my criminal condu<3:. Sir, 
(continued (he, addreiling her hulband,} 
Warneck is innocent of my death ; my 
own hand puniihed the guilty love I 
had conceived for him. Yes, Inigo, 
I did not fear to violate my conjugal 
duty, and to repay your tenderneis with 
lAgnttitude. I endeavoured to feduce 
Warneck : I wifhed to deprive Fanny 
of his heart. His virtue and mild re-* 
prefentations, inftead of the efieft he 
doubtlefs intended, produced no other 
than changing a diftra&ed ungovernable 
paflion, into a fettled and implacable 
liatred, to fatisfy ivhich I caufed the 
wife of your friend to be poifoned/ 

« Don 
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" Dan Inigo could not moderate his 
rage at tKk' confeiTion» but ftarting from 
his feat ih a frenzy of paflion, * Abo- 
minable monfter/ exclaimed he, • is it 
po0ible that thou (hould^ft attempt the 
life of the beft of women ? And is this 
dreadful delign accompliihed ? Speak, 
Warneck^has your Fanny fallen a viAim 
to the rage of this unhappy wretch?' I 
endeavoured to cairn the governor, 
aflbring him that Fanny was almoll out 
of danger. 

•* The conclufion of Inigo's fpeech 
appeared to give pain to Donna Por-^ 
bera. • Inigo/ faid (he^ in a voice that 
became momentarily weaker,- and which 
was broken by the pangs of deaths 
f you will foon be releafed from a giiihy 
woman: muft I die with the idea that 

G 6 your . 

i 
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your hatred will furvive my death ? — 
The thought will darken my laft mo- 
ments with defpair/ 

" I entreated the governor to be calm 
and forgive her: nor had I much 
trouble to perfuade him, — the honeft 
Spaniard pofTefling a heart in which 
aifedion was the predominant pailion. 
He again drew near to the bed of his 
dying wife :-^* Thou guilty' but. too 
much beloved woman/ faid he, * may 
heaven forgive thee, as I do. But if 
thou art able, inform me how thou 
cam'ft acquainted with Walter ?• I was 
iready to have put the fame queftion to 
Donna Porbera, who ftill more faintly 
than before anfwer^d thus : — ' Looking 
over the lift of ftrangers arrived on the 
iQand lince your departure, I diicovered 

the 
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the name of Walter. I congratulated 
myfelf on the happy chance that had 
brought that Englifhman to St. Do* 
mingo^ as I was well aflfured by the 
account I had heard of him that he 
would readily fecond my proje<5ls of 
vengeance^ I fcnt to him privately, 
appointing a fecret interview^ in which 
I informed him of the arrival of War- 
neck, his lodging in the palace, and the 
fubjeds of hatred I had againfl him. 
We were foon agreed : Walter detefted 
Warneck as much as I did Fanny, and 
was equally defirous of revenge. Our 
firft plan was to get Fanny into our 
power^ but as fhe feldom went out^ and 
her hufband never quitted her, we were 
obliged to relinquifh it. — ^At length we 
fixed on the projed I have before con- 
fefled, though I had much trouble to 

perfuade 

/ 
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pcrfiade Walter^ who oiilj defired th^ 
death <if Wanicck i but I (6 powerfully 
employed the feeble atmctiojis I polTefs^. 
that he oonfented to every thing I de« 
fired, oa a promiie of requiting the 
obligation by nay favours. — ^He fur<» 
nifhed the poifon, which I myfelf min- 
gled in ibme broth which was prepared 

for Fanny. Now, Inigo, you are 

acquainted with the whole plot of ini« 
quity :— once more I alk fbi|^veneis of 
you, and of Warneck, I return thanks 
to heaven that I have had a ihort time 
given me to repent, and that it lu9 
fpared the life of Fanny. Death is z 
peculiar favour, fince having forfeited 
my own elleem, and your heart, I could 
only have dragged a miferable exiftenc^ 
on the earth/ 



^ Donna 



GIL' BLA9* IJ5 

^' Donna Porbera could (ay no more, 
the effort Ihe had made to fpeak fo long" 
had entirely exhaufted her flrength ; and 
after remaining* filent a ihort time^ fhe 
relapfed into a ftace of infenfibility^ 
which terminated her life. 

^* • I forced Don Inigo from the apart^ 

ment of his wife« and notwithstanding 

that I myfelf much needed confolation, 

endeavoured to dalm liis forrow, this 

tragical event having deeply afflided 

him. When he Was! fomewhat tran- 

quHlifcd I returned to Fanny ; the deep 

Ihe had taken had fo much recovered 

her, that I did not hefitate to inform 

htr df what had palled. Whatever 

oaufe IhA had to hate Donna Porbera; 

Jier tragical catai^rophe coft her many 

tears 5 ihe pitied her falling a vidim t6 

a guiltv 
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a guilty pailionj which, had rendered her 
& unhappy and ciiminal. 

** Don Inigp^ by my advice, gave.out 
to the public that Donna Porbera died 
from the burfting of a blood-veflel. 
The next day the funeral was performed 
with the ufual folemnities : as for Walter 
he was buried privately,'* 



CHAR VII. 



C$ncluJion of the Hiftwy of Lord 

fVameck. 

1^0 ME days. after this fatal catail 
trophe I received a letter from my 
friend in London^ with whom I had 
conftantly held a correi^ndence fince 

Jny 
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my departure from England, He in- 
formed me Sir George Williams was 
juft dead ; that before he expired he 
was reconciled to my father, and that 
they had jointly approved our marriage. 
Lord Warneck, he added, was making 
the mod minute enquiries to difcover 
where we had retired. However agree- 
able this news was to me, my joy was 
leffeneA by the idea of the grief that 
Fanny would experience on learning the 
death of a father Ihe tenderly loved. I 
announced it to her with the utmoft 
precaution^ yet Ihe felt it feverely. — 
However, by partaking her affliftion, at 
length I fucceeded in moderating it. 

" The health of my Ipoufe re-efta- 
bliflied daily, and we determined to 
fcize the firft occafion of returning to 

our 
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our country. An Englilh velTel, which 
had been damaged in a (lorm^ came into 
the port of St. Domingo to refit : — I 
learned from the captain that he ihould 
fail from thence immediately for £ng^ 
land^ when he had repaired the trifling 
injury he had fuftained. Don Inigo 
generoufly fumifhed us with whatever 
was nectilary for fo long a voyage. 

^' Oa taking leave of the governor I 
was moved even to tears ; nor was thc^ 
boneil Spaniard lefs affeded; We pro* 
mifed each other to maintain a regular 
correfpondence^ and» embracing, fepa.^ 
rated in the utmoft afHi&ioo. 

^* After a voyage of two inonths we 
landed at Yarmouth, on the coaft of 

Norfolk/ from whence we went poft to 

London. 
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London. Our firft care was to go to 
Lord Warneck, — Fanny and myfelf 
throwing ourfelves: at his feet. My 
Father kindly raifcd us : — * My dear 
children/ faid he, embracing us, * for- 
get the woes that an unjuft obftinacy 
has caufcd you : come and be the confo^ 
hcioa ^ my old age.' — I ttianked my- 
fiither^ fitying, that the return of his 
affe^ion was an ample recompence for 
the fontyArs we had undergone ; and that 
bencdbrwasrd the wiih Jleareft our hearts 
flRmld be to dc&rve iti contintiation^-*- 
The fame day we took up our abode in 
xnypatertaJ manfion* 

« 

•* I paired near two years in that ftate 
of calm ferenity which conftitutes the 
happinefs of a man whofe every wifli is 
fiilfilled. My father gave mc daily frefli 

proofi^ 
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proofs of his paternal kindnefs. Fanny 
ftill loved me tenderly, and my affedlion 
for her had not In the lead decreafed,. 
H'hen on a fudden her health altered in 
the moft fenfible manner: Kcr eyes. be- 
came heavy and funken,- — the rofes of 
her complexion faded,— her breathing 
was difficult, — ^and in a Ihort time (he 
totally loft that amiable chee'rfulnefs. 
that conftituted the pleafure of our coa« 
verfations. I plaiitlf faw that the poifon 
had violently ihaken her conftitution.— - 
The moft ikilful pbyikians were con«^ , 
fulted, but their art was fruitlefs on an* 
exhaufted frame and enfeebled organs^ 
and only ierved to prolong a painful and 
wretched exiftence, 

** I faw Fanny weaken daily, without 
heii^ able to Hop the progrefs of her 

malady ; 
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malady; you may therefore judge my 
fufferings. She was continually endea-- 
vouring to confole me. — * My dear 
Warncck/ faid fhe, * we muft fubmit 
to the decrees of providence. I feel 
that I have but a fhort time to live* I 
grieve at our feparation ; — but we muft 
fome day have been torn afunden I 
ihall not perilh; — the moft pure part of 
me will remain^ and hover round thee, 
my dear hufband ! Soon fliall our fouls 
be re-united in the blefTed manfions of 
eternity, no more to feparate. It is not 
death : 'tis foftly pafling from one hap- 
pinefs to another.' 



•<c 



Thefe words of Fanny's pierced me 

•to the foul : her danger cncreafed daily : 

ihe was fo thin and emaciated as fcarcely 

to 



i 
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to be recognized. In {hort, her life 
appeared to hang i^n a fingle breath. 

" One night that I Ava& feated by her 
bedfide, mj^ head leaned on her pillow, 
and one of her handii inclofed within 
mine, (he fuddenly roufed from thp 
lethargic ftupor in which fhe lay, heav^ 
ing a profound iigh, and preffing my 
hand, * Warneck,* faid flie, * Iknow not 
what alteration has taken place within 

jne. — My breath fails! A dreadful 

weight opprefles me! 1 die !• 



■I 1 1 ■ i-tp 



-Adieu, my dear Warneck !■— ^-^Do not 
forget your Fanny !* I darted, called 
for afliftance, but, alas ! flic was gone 
for ever. — Her pure and mild fpirit 
gently quitting its mortal tenement, 
without a fingle agony. 

** Though 
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** Though the ftatc in which Fanny 
had been for fome time might have pre- 
pared me for her death, yet my grief 
was not the lefs violent on that account. 
In my defpair I know not what fetal 
rafhnefs I might have perpetrated, had 
I not been watched. However, time 
and the tender confolations of my father 
at length prevailed,' and in fome mea- 
fure reftored my foul to a (late of calm- 
uefs; but a heavy melancholy ftill 
remained, which nothing could difpcl. 
Amufcments were wearifome to me — 
Iblitude alone was pleafing. To com- 
plete the weight of my misfortunes, I 
foon after loft my father ; — a blow that 
the death of Fanny had rendered me 
lilmoft unable to fupport. 



<c 



When 
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** When I. had paid the tribute of 
nature^ and fulfilled the duties prefcribed 
by filial tcndernefs, I found myfelf 
mailer of a conflderable fortune. I 
doubtlefs might have married advan* 
tageoufly, but the image of Fanny was 
too deeply engraven on my heart to 
fufFer another love; I therefore fwprc 
eternal fidelity to her memory. 

*' The laft figh of an Engliftiman is 
always for his country :— -my ifather on 
his death-bed ftrongly recommended 
me to fupport its intereft with my zeal 
And fortune. To adl conformable to his 
wifties, and hoping to procure myfelf in 
the labyrinth of politics a relaxation from 
more painful thoughts, I engaged in the 
fame career which my father had pur- 
sued. I became one of the moft zealous 

members 



i 
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members of the oppofition, and even 
acquired fome reputation : notwith- 
ftanding, in fpite of my utmoft efforts, 
.andthofe of the generous, patriots. who 
affifted me, I had generally the vexation 
to fee the failure of the good caufe.—- 
The court party intrigued fo powerfully, 
and knew fo well how to gain the mem* 
bcrs of the parliament, that they were 
fure to have a majority in every impor* 
tant queition. 






•* Wearied with the little effed of mv 
patriotic declamations,, and indignant 
at the corruption of my colleagues, I 

< 4 

quitted public affairs and retired to the 
country^ w.here I refolved to live as a 
phflofopher. The uniformity of this 
life foori tired me. My fpirits became 
depreffed. I was attacked with that 
Vol. II. H malady 



i 
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waahdy fi> common in our ifle^ and 
which WDoId ibon have brought me to 
the giave, Ibad I not determined to 
travel^ which I mean to do over part of 
Eorope. I firft repaired to France y 
chamce brought me acquainted with 
M. de Landrimont^ to whom I think 
mjfclf greatly indebted^ *fince he has 
procured me a companion lb much to 
mj liking.'* 

I thanked Lord Wameck for his 

compliment. *' This is my hiftory," 

* , • ■• '.'.-. 

continued he. * You fee how many trials 

1 have pafled: and after ftich' Heavy 

misfortunes hope itfelf is extingulflitfd, 

fince nothing can thecal her 1 loVed be-^ 

yond myfelf. You'^^^are far lefs' to be 

pitied than me; — ^ybur itiiffrefs lives: 

and notwithftandihg every obltacle that 

I ' bppbfes 
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oppofcs your happinefs^ hope, that fc- 
cond life of the foul, is not entirely 
denied yoo. You are young, and no 
one is completely unhappy when there 
is time fufficient to exped a change of 
fortune." 

The recital of our misfortunes, and 
the remembrance they re-traced of our 
-forrows, rendered reft neceflary.. \ye 
-continued ^our journey the next day, 
- and foon entered the Spanifti territories. 
•. I am. writing my own adventures, and 
'- not thofe of < a people, therefore (Ijiall 
<jeater into. no. detail of the manner^i of 
vihe inhabitants pf the cpuntry, nor of 
. the Foid which led us to the c^^pital of 
. that kingdom. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

^e meeting of old friends -r-'^exatiotis 
news i-^an intrigue. 

XT was not without execrating and 
cuffing the Spanifh innkeepers, and the 
fevere falls they obliged us to keep, that 
we arrived at Madrid. Lord Wameck 
hired an elegant hotel, and fome Spa* 
nifh domeflics, in order to fupport an 
appearance fuitable to his rank. His 
firfl care was to fly to his friend Don 
Inigo, who was now in Madrid. I was 
witnefs of this interview. The two 
friends held each other a long time em- 
braced, without being able to articulate 
a fingle word. Several years had elapfed 
fince their feparation, but time nor 

diftancc 
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diftance can weaken real friendfhip.— 
To this eloquent filencc fuccecded the 
moft tender enquiries, their principal 
converfation turning,~Lord Warneck's 
particularly on the misfortunes they had 
pafled. The good Spaniard fhed tears 
ta the memory of Fanny, and my lord 
wept her afrelh on the bofom of his 
friend. 

# 

After a long converfation, which my 
natural fenfibility made me enjoy, Inigo 
condudted us into the apartment of the 
lady whom he had married fome years 
after the death of his firft wife.—" Ma- 
dam," faid he, as he introduced us, 
•• the heart is above all etiquette; I 
therefore, without ceremony, prcftnt 
you one of my bell friends, and do not 

H 3 doubt 
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doubt but one fo deaf to me will be> 
equally agreeable to you/* 

The fpoufeoflnigjo received os with. 
Ac moft aSedionate pol4tene&. She- 
was about thirty years of age^ tall^ aiui 
degiantly fhaped; bier face^ without 'W-t 
ixig handibme^ exj^elTed fo much inild«^ 
nefs and fenfibility, that it was impoC-^ 
fible to have wiflied it otherwife. Wc 
palTed the remainder of the day with 
InigOy quitting him rn the evening,- — 
Lord Warneclc -charmed with meeting 
with an old friend, and mt convinced 
that rhfy patron had hot exaggerated the 
pidtiire of that worthy Spaniard. 

We fpent the firft days after our arri*» 
Val at Madrid in feeing whatever was 
remarkable in that capital and its envi^ 

rons. 
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Tons. I always accompanied my lord, 
who daily gave me frefh proofs of his 
afFcftion. It is but juftice to declare, 
that the Engljfli are lefs the flaves of 
prejudice than any other nation. Supe- 

a 

riority of birth or rank^ which fre- 

quently caufes merit to blufh before a 

. ■ .. 'I . * . 

titled fpol. Is in their cjes nothing more 
than a chimerical advantage ; they re- 
gard the man for the fal^e. of himfclf, 
and not for ideal decorations. 

■ ii ■ • ; ^' ■ 

The Englifh, particularly thofe of 
underftanding, are fran{c, lincere, and 
generous j and if. they do not haftily 
form connexions, it is not from diftruft, 

but from a thorough knowledge of the 

■■ . . • .. ^ • . 

human heart : likewife, when once they 
have given their confidence^ 'tis without. 

H 4 referve. 
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xeferve^ and" the objed may depend upon 
them as on themfelves. 



Ik 



Lord Warneck poflefled, to the high- 
eft degree, the charadteriftic qualities of 
hifif country. When once he had judged 
me worthy his fricndfhip, I poflefled it 
entirely. The difference birth had 
placed betwixt us vanilhed: every dif- 
tindion ccafed, even thpfe of drefs. — I 
had ibon, by his order, a wardrobe as 
rich as his own.-—" My friend Lanfon/* 
faid he, " 'tis neccffary to take mankind 
by the eyes> and to command refpeft by 
outward appearance." Wherever he 
prefented me it was in the moft flatter- 
ing manner, as — This gentleman is my 
friend ; a word that made me at once 
his equal, and received with the fame 

refpedt. 

Notwith* 
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• Notwithftanding, the image of Ade* 
laide reigned perpetually in my heart, 
and empoifoned every pleafure ; or ra- 
ther, it was both the delight and tor- 
ment of my life. I fought opportuni- 
ties to be alone, in order to give myf#lf 
up entirely to her idea, to retrace my 

regrets, and the recoUedion of pad 
fcenes, fometimes pleiifing, other times 
painfuU Frequently did I reprefent her 
to my tortured imagination, yielding to 
the folic! tation of her father, and on the 
point of throwing herfelf into the arms 
of my rival. This thought made mc 
Ihudder : I ever endeavoured to banifh 
it, but it returned with redoubled adi- 
vity, and was to me like the vulture of 
Prometheus. I had a ring with Ade- 
laide's hair : I kiifed it a hundred times 
a day: it "was a pledge of her affedlion, 

H 5 nor 
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nor would I have relinquiflied it for all 
the treafuxes of the earth. 

One morniilg Lord Wame<ik rtsceived 
a letter from Paris 2 on reading it I ob-^ 
fiJrved he changed colour. 1 involun- 
tarily trembled, and burned with impa- 
tience to learn the caufe of his emotion^ 
jyet feared to afle it. Whcm he had con- 
cluded, looking iftedfailly at me, he faid 
•• My dear Lanfon, I have fomc vex- 
atious information to communicate.-^ 
Arm yourfelf with courage.— Sciniibility 
is a' virtue; but carried too &r it de- 
generates into weafcnefs. The. letter '1 
have received is from :M. de Lahdri- 
mont, ivho informs me that Ade- 
laide— i—.*' — ^" Spare me, >ihy^'lorc|; 
^I guefs the remainder,'' exclaimed I: 

« Adelaide 
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" Addaidc is married, and I have Ip^ 
her for ever!" 

My agitation would not fufFer me to 
proceed ; my fenfes forfook me, and I 

fell from my feat to the ground. Re- 

« • ■ » . " . ■ . • 

turned to my feeling, I gave way to my 

^rief. ** She is nriarried !'• cried I afrefli, 

• ..•_'-*■■ • ■ 

with a fentiment of bitternefs, whofe 

.1 ' ■ . '. 

* agony. I cannot exprefs :— " Adelaide is 
torn from nrie for ever! — She appertains 
to another ! — Heaven give me ftrength 
to fupport the blow !*' 

. Lord Waxneck did not endeavour to 
Hop this firft tranfport of grief. — 
•' Lanfon,'*. faid he, when I became 
inore c^lm, "^ your afflidipn, I confefs, 
^muft be great. You were feparated 
from .Adelaide ; — the will of a father 

H 6 oppofed 
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oppofed your union : but that obftacfe 
did not appear unfurmountable, as time 
might produce fomething favourable to 
your love. At prefent Adelaide is irre- 
trievably loft : your hopes, are totally 
deftroyed. You ought, therefore, to 
endeavour to furmount a ufclefs forrow, 
and banifh from your heart a paffion 
which can only render you unhappy* 
Believe me, I fharc in "your grief, and 
regret that you ai^^eprived of fo 
amiable an objed^ aiH^ truly worthy 
your affedion/*' 

I pafled fevcrat day^iii'a globmfjr af- 

¥ 

flidtion, which was the more painfdl 
from endeavouring to conceal it.' My 
lord negleAed nothing to confolc me, 
his tender admonitions being accompi- 
x^ed by the moft Tenfible refledions. 

This 
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This wife and friendly Englifliman at 

length fucceeded in reftoring calmnefs 

to my heart. My forrow infenfibly de- 

crealed into a mild melancholy, which 

I fondly encouraged, though I gave way 

to the amufements which my lord's 

friendihip procured me- Sometimes he 

perfuaded me to form an amorous 

intrigue: — *• Love," faid he, " is the 

beft remedy againft love: one affeiSion 

chafes another. An engagement of the 

heart, when not too lerious, keeps the 

mind in an agreeable adivity, and pre- 

fents the rofes of love without dread of 

the thorns. 

I could not refblvc to ufe the remedy 
my lord advifed : my love for Made- . 
moifeliede Landrimont had in tf manner 

f 

exhaufted my fenfibility, and my hearty 

from 
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from haviiig felt too much^ no longer 
felt any thing; and the heart muil ever 
in fome meafure enter into an amorous 
connedUon, otherwife it is nothing more 
than a brutal pafEon^ which dc;grades 
the pofleflbr as greatly as the objjcft, — 
Befides^ .1 was in Spain, and I well 
knew the vexatious confequences of 
forming a conned^on of t|^t nature in 
a country where jealpufy with all its at- 
tendant furies have eftabliflied .iheir 
CA^pire;^ — ?^hcre eycry thing is to J^ 
feared from the amorous frenzy of the 
ladies, and the vengeance of the huf- 
bands. But we frequently, when >^e 
leaft expedl it, find ourfelves engaged 
in agreeable,, or.fpwetimps. difi^grec^Ie 
adv4enture3» 



I have befoFe faidj-tbat hot A Warneck 
had enabled me to appear in a ftate 
equal tx> his own ; and as I was in the 
flower of my age^ well made^ and an 
agreeable perfon. Lord Warneck frc- 
j^uently wondered that J had never re- 
ceived a gallant appointment. — *^ The 
Spanifii kdies/* faid he, " are very par- 
tial to the, French, .and are accuftomed 
to majce advances; for the 11a very in 
•which their ihulbands immure them, 
forces them to abridge the preludes and 
formalities that a refinement of gallantry 
rather than a real fentiment of decency 
has introduced in France and England/' 

Ono day that li^jrd Warneck . wid my- 
.felf !Wcre .walking 3<¥i the; Prado, n^ 
rparticutoly .ohferyisd a Jady .ele^gantly 
^eiCtd> lier vface.fQonce&kdlbyia |aige 

veil,^ 

/ 
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yril^ and accompanied by a duenna. I 
could not avoid admiring the noble and 
graceful eafe of her perfon, which was 
tall and perfedly fhaped. "If the fea- 
tures of that lady/' faid I, ** are as 
beautiful as her form, Ihe mull be the 
mod charming woman in Madrid/'— 
The lady came and feated herleff front- 
ing us. I remarked that Ihe looked at 
us, and appeared to converfe particularly 
with her attendant. — " Lanfon/* faid 
my lord, " this matter is paft all doubt; 
you have made a conqucft, and I fin- 
ccrely congratulate you." 



I blufhed in fpite of myfelf at this 
compliment ; my vanity was flattered ; 
itor could I avoid experiencing a fecrct 
and involuntary ipleafure. As it was 
late; and Lord Wameck was fomewhat 

indiipefed^ 
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Sndifpofed^ we left the Prado. I could 
not help turning my head feveral times^ 
and remarked^ that the Spaniard ap- 
peared to follow us with her eyes as long 
as we remained in light. 

Several days. had elapfed iince this 
walk; the indifpofition of my lord 
obliged him to keep his chamber, nor 
did I ever quit him, except fometimes 
to go to mafs in a neighbouring chapel. 
One Sunday I was furprized by meeting 
there the lady I had feen on the Prado. 
Though her drefs was different, I recog- 
nized her from her elegant form, and 
experienced a fentiment of pleafurc 
which I could not account for, and in- 
voluntarily placed myfelf by her fide. — 
She foon remarked me, and during the 
whole of the fcrvice looked at me atten- . 
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tivcly: my <yes wqre alfo fixed. on her, 
nor could I avoid curfing in my mind 
the vexatious veilj that, concealed a 
&ce which my imagination reprefented 
ib lovely* 

The mafs concluded^ I left the chapel 
yfith regret^ and did not fyil to repair 
thither the next day at the faixi? hoyr^ 
and had again the^pleafure to mee( tfty 
unknown, who appeared to fix her at- 
tention on me a3 before. 

The chapel was nearly empty befor? 
the fair Spaniard rofc to depart. I 
walked after her, when fuddenly the 
duenna, who lingered behind, can^e up 
to me, and putting a billet into my hand 
iaid, ** Be difcreet, and enjoy your good' 
fof tunc "-r After freaking theft wortj^, 

1h« 







{ho inflsMitly; joiiurd. her miftrelk, afid 
retired. 

I w» ia the utmofl aftoniihment. but 
my fux^prize foon gave way to a more- 
pleaiing fentiment.— Impatient toJcnov 
the content^^ of the billet^ I could noC 
Vait till I got out of chuccbj but haftil/ 
opened it, aad found thcfe words :—— * 
^ I thi^jk I i«(u| iar ][OHf fettyi'^ ^ ^M^. 
itt htco9b^ tcquaifttfd with me 1 nor 
niSk I deny that the thought has. ^l-^ 
terrd me. You appear a man of quality 
and honour, and 1 doubt not but I may 

depend on your difcretion. -If your 

heart is free, and you are inclined ta 
form a tender engagement, at eleven 
this night do not fail to be at the door 
of .the chapel 1 my duenna w\l\ meet 
yoa there/* 

I returned 
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I returned home occupied with my 
new adventure. Lord Warneck re- 
marked my agitation^ and alked the 
caufe. I replied by prefenting the biU 
let. ^* Well/* faid he, after peruling 
it, " ahi not I a true prophet ? You 
fee how adroit the Spaniards arc in in-- 

trigue ,»'— « But, my lord,** inter* 

rupted I, ** how -do ytnjt advife me ta 
i(ft?**~"*Why to profit of your good 
fortune ; — it will be ah agreeable amufe- 
nient. Thofe fort of intrigues in which 
the heart has not too much fhare arc 
frequent lypleafant enough: the obftacles ' 
and myftery which accompany them give 
a peculiar poignancy to the amour.— 
The Spanilh ladies are alfo very enga- 
ging, and in a ttfe a tiie difplay every 
refinement of voluptuoufnefs. *Ti$ 
true^ however, that the pleafure they 
hk bellow 



OIL BLAft. 1^ 

beftow is but tranfitory j for it would be 
vain to expedl fentiment from them :— 
yet though fuch connedlions cannot be 
termed the happinefs of love^ they at 
leaft furnifli agreeable illufion and pleaf- 
ing intoxication." 

Though I had afked Lord Warneck's 
advice^ I Ihould have been much dif- 
appointed had he given me any other^ 
having refoived in myfelf to rifle the 
adventure^ cofl: what it would. A fecr^t 
charm drew me to the unknown, it 
could not be lovcy for I had never fecn 
her ;. but an adtive fentiment of curiofity, 
accompanied by the (limuhmt of plea- 
fure^ which fo frequently ieduces man- 
. y lcihd» and draws them: rinfenlibly into 
error and its fubfequent conieqiiences. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

X Waited with impatience for ^heap- 

pointed time, and was at the rendezvous 

three quarters of an hour ^before the 

-arrival of the duenaa,i whom lat length 

,1 fa w approach wi^h a Itntdoiin her 

hand. — ^* You arc very punflual," dSiid 

-flic, accofting me: ^*'fbIlow mc; jwi 

'Will foon fee onci of: thei moft jbcaoti&l 

'Wdmen inSpain^SE^dcavountodoftrye 

, yourhappinefsbytfae-inofttendei^r^uAn 

-of afTedtion.^-^^^Sokaiidfbme a gcotle-* 

-man may well fumiih an excufe for the 

-fiep r have i taken; nor do i think it 

poffiblermy miftiefs:'C<HiId have made a 

better choice. 

I thanked 
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I thanked the governante for her com- 
primcnt, and to dilpofe her yet niore in 
ihy favour put Ibme Louis into her hand. 
She accepted them without hefitation : 
ihy'generofity appeared to quicken her 
zeal; at lead her walk, which before 
Teemed too flow for my impatiencej 
encreaied to a good pace. 

In the way I could not avoid reriiark- 
ihg'to'my condudrefs how little the 
Spanith duennas anfwered the intention 
of f heir founder. She laughed heartily 
at the idea.—" Don't you know,'* faid 
Ihe, *• that all foundations degenerate, 
and frequently produce effedls entirely 

contrary to the end of their inftitution? 

I* ' •■ * 

iThc curtoni of employing duennas in 

i.' -.i .■ - 

Spain is very aiicient, and has been pre- 

Tcrved, like Aiany others, through 

cuflom. 
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cuftom. Hufbands place us with thdr 

• ■ 

vives to guard their honour. Before 
them we are watchful as Argus, and 
terrible as dragons ; but with their ladies 
mild as lambs, which fuffer themfelves 
to be led where they pleaft. By thefe 
means we at once enjoy the confidence 
of both hulband and wife. The firft, 
depending entirely upon us, leave their 
wives in the utmoft. freedom ; and I can 
^ITure you, that there is not a fingle 
Spanifti lady but what would be forry to 
be deprived of a duenna. In fhort, 'tis 
in our vocation as in many others, that 
profper in proportion as they fail bui 
their duty." 

After having walked near half s^n 
hour we reached a narrow ftreet, and 
my condudtrefs flopped at a fmall 

private 



private door, which (he opened. She 
then led roe acrofs a long alley, an4 
introduced me into a lower apartment 
faintly illuminated. — ^^ Wait here a mo- 
mentj*' faid (he, " while I inform my 
miftrefs of your arrival.'* 

Left alone, I began to refledl on the 
ilep I had taken; nor was I exen^ipt 
from a fentiment of alarm, wjiichthe 
iilence and gloom around me ferVed to 
augment. J had the moil dreadful idea 
s^ Spanijfii hu&ands, and already rcpre* 
fented tQ myfelf that of the unknown 
•fvuprizipg ufif, and revenging his injured 
^nour. I bad taken the precaution to 
artn myfelf, in cafe of attack, and was 
r^folved to fell my life dear as poilible^ 
ihould I jSnd occafiom 

Vol* JI. I f was 
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I was abibrbed in thefc rcfloflions, 
when the duenna returned. She took 
me by the hand^ and led me through a 
number of apartments, until we reached 
one furnilhed in the moft exquifite talle. 
Here feveral tapers were placed with 
the greateft (kill, and afforded that kind 
of foft fhade fo favourable to amorous 
royfteries. At the fame inflant the lady 
entered by another door. I was dazzled 
with her beauty,-^ her face even furpaf- 
fing the flattering idea I had formed. 
Her ihape, which I have before men- 
tioned, was rendered yet more ftriking 
by the elegance and , richnefs of her 
drefs. Her complexion, which is rare 
in Spain, was of the moft enchanting 
fairnefs; — an aquiline nofe giav6 her 
features an air of majefty without de- 
priving them of their fwectnefs ; — black 

eyebrows. 
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eyebrows, admirably arched over eyes 
of the fame colour, which alternately 
were lively or languiftiing, but that 
ever preferved their expreffiom 

The fair Spaniard remarked my con- 
fufionj and did not appear difpleafed 
with this lilent compliment. — *' If the 
ftep I have taken," faid flie, " Ihould in 
any meafure intereft you in my favour, 
at leaft I fear it muft give you a difada 
vantageous opinion of my charader.'* — 
*' Madam," replied I, with vivacity, 
*r the fight of fo much beauty deprives 
me at this moment of every fentiment 
but admiration; but it would be unjufl 
to fuppofe that when recovered from 
' fuch a' ^leafing furprize, that your kind- 
'nefs could give birth to any unfavour- 
able idea, love and refped are the only 

I 2 fentiments 
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leotimems yaa can wipirc in injr heart.^ 
«^« French gallantly and politeneis have 
doubdds great pcmcr over the mind of 
a woman,'' tepUed the ladjr ; ^ but art 
thofe piofcflions alwajrs fincere ? " — 
«* Ah, madam/' cried I, '« is it po(fible 
io be ocfacrwife to you? Can you be in«- 

f 

letifible of the power of your charms ? 
The confufion they threw me into may 
iaSoFm you of their efied." 

Women are ever (enfible to praife, 
and one fure means to ^n th^ir hearts 
is to flatter tfieir vanity. The fody ap- 
peared to believe my ^ccUisaxim^ sind I 
oidcavoured to wnSsm h^r in fuch fa« 
vourabk ideas* We foon emteiifd iutfi 
a confidential di£:<wiiCj in yth^§k ihc 
informed nae that fhe had been tmrrkd 
near a year^ her pxud^ forcibly uniting 
I her 
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her to a man of too difproportionate an 
age for it to be poilible fhe could Ipve 
hinu She frankly confelTed that I had 
pleafed her at firft fight ^ that (he had in 
vain endeavoured to ftifle a fentiment fd 
contrary to her duty^ but that a palHon 
ilronger than her virtue pleaded in my 
behalf, dnd at length gained fuch art 
ifeendancy, that (he cduld liot refift the 
inclination to fee me in private.—— 
•* Ought I to repent facrificing my duty 
to my tendemefs?" added ihe, looking 
at me with eyes full of fweetnefs and 
languor. — *' Ah, madam, can you think 
of me fo injurioufly ? 'Tis true, this is 
the firft time I have enjoyed the charm 
of your prefence ; but is it neceflTary to 
fef you twice to make you beloved ?" — 

I 3 Saying 
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Saying thefc \yords, I feized her hand, 
which I covered with kifles. The fair 
Spaniard was not unmoved; voluptuouf- 
Jiefs fparkled in her languid eyes, and 
her only anfwer was one of thofe expref- 
five looks which paint the fituation of 
the foul more forcible than the moft 
eloquent language. 1 became more en- 
tcrprifing, the lady's oppofitipn being 
only fufficicnt to encjreafe the jpleafure 
of my triumph. Yielding to her paf- 
fion, and the powerful attradion of 
voluptuoufnefs, I had foon nothing more 
to defire. 

'Tis neceflary, to be acquainted with 
the Spanifli women, to form an idea of 
their vivacity in love. Their conftjtu- 
tions are warm as the climate in which 
they are bred. It is not to be wondered 

that 
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that I triumphed fo eafily over Donna 
Felicia, which was the, name of the 
lady ; •-— cuftom, influences, manners 
and fcntiments. A Spanifli lady cannot 
ad in love like a Freach woman, being 
reduced to a kind of flavery. She knows 
the worth of time, and haftens to make 
the bed life of opportunity, inftead of 
fpinning out an amorous intrigue and 
furr^ndering by degrees. 

We pafTed near two hours in the tranf- 
ports of pleafure.: Our thoughts entirely 
takeoiup "with each other, we forgot 
jealous hufbands and the whole world, 
until the prudent duenna came to inform 
US it -was time to feparate. I forced 
myfclf from Donna Felicia, after mutu- 
ally promifing to meet the firft oppor- 

. I 4 tunity. 
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tunityy the duenna letting me out tht 
fame way I entered. 

In my way home I retraced the plea« 
fores I had experienced with Donna 
Felicia, which were the more lively as 
fhey had not been preluded by forma** 
litics and thofe fucceflive favours wjiich 
by degrees familiarizes us with the be- 
loved objeft, and which methodically 
lead to the laft period of voluptuoufncfs. 
In the cafe of . Donna Felicia the at- 
tradion of novelty ftrengthencd the 
charm, and completed the illuiion. 

Lord Warneck was reading on my 
return. The air of fatisfailion he re- 
marked on my features made him fmile. 
•' I fancy," faid he, ** that your amo- 
rous intrigue h^s terminated happily/* 

~*« You 
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— «« You have gueffed rightly,*' my lord, 
replied I- I then related my reception, 
and what had pafled at this firil inter-^ 
view. " Notwithftanding,** added I, 
^* I am not fatisfied. My heart has 
been the dupe of paflion, and I cannot 
avoid reproaching myfelf with a breach 
oC that fidelity that I have fo repeatedly 
fwbrn to Mademoifelle de Landrimont.'' 

■ 

— ^** Your fault is imaginary," replied 
Lord Warneck. " Do you fuppofe that 
Adelaide, in the arms of your rivals 
txpc&s fuch a facriiice ? Nay, fhould 
ihe be unjuft enough to defire it, Ihe 
lias no longer a right to claim it. Believe 
ine, Lanfon, we have real duties enough 
to fulfil^' without teazing.ourfelves with 
chimerical ones." 

I 5 I declared 
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I declared to my patron the fear I had 
that Donna Felicia's hulband ftiould dif- 
cover my intimacy with his wife.— 
** Ever enjoy the prefent,*' faid he, 
without empoifoning it with vain fears. 
Notwithftanding, I am far from wiftiing 
to infpire you with imprudent fecurity. 
I even advife you to ufe the utmoft pre- 
caution in an intrigue which muft ever 
be accompanied with danger." 

• * 

The next day we went to Don Inigo^s^, 
who entreated us to Hay and dine with 
a feled company of grandees, whom he 
had invited. The converfation of Lord 
Warneck had greatly improved me ; I 
had acquired that eafe and air of quality 
that particularly diftinguiflies men ac- 
cuftomed to polite fociety. 

During 
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During dinner, Don Inigo alked one 
of the guefts after Donna Felicia's 
. health ; — a queftion that excited my 
whole attention. The Spaniard to whom 
the enquiry was made replied, that his 
wife had been (lightly indifpofed for 
fome days paft. Every one appeared 
to take part in this indifpofition, fpeak- 
ing in the moft flattering terms of 
Donna Felicia, -boafting her beauty and 
envying the happinefs of the man who 
poflefTed fo charming and aecomplifhed 
a woman. The hulband received thefe 
compliments with a gravity through 
which his fatisfadlion was clearly dif- 
cernable. He was between fifty and 
fixty years of age ;: — his perfon difagree- 
ablebut commanding, and polfefling a 
plentiful quantity of that Spanifli haugh- 
tinefs, which is fo difgufting to ftrangers. 

16 I was 
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I was not aftonifhed that his fpoufc 
could not love him, y^t he appeared to 
poflefs great underftanding, his conver- 
fation being agreeable and interefiing ; 
but knowledge is a feeble compenfation 
for perfonal attraAions in the eyes of a 
woman; and the fecond man of our 
age fpoke truly when he affirmed, that 
for one whofe heart is taken by the ears, 
a hundred are caught by the eyes^ 

On' our departure from Don Inigo^s^ 
Lord Warneck and my felf laughed hear- 
tily at this Angular itieeting. At home 
I found a letter from Felicia, which in- 
formed me that her hufband was to fet 
off the next morning for the country, 
in cohfequence fhe hoped weihould pals 
the day together. — She concluded by 
deliring me to be at a public garden, 

precifely 
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precifcly at nine in the morning, where 
the duenna would meet and condudl me 
to her. 

At the appointed time I repaired to 
the place the lady had mentioned; the 
duenna arrived a moment afcer> and 
gave me a fign to follow her : I obeyed, 
and was introduced with the fame pre* 
cautioii as before. The charming Fe« 
licia rah to meet nie, preffed me in her 
arms> and repeatedly embraced me ; — 
carefles that I repaid with a warmth 
equal to her own. 

After the tranfports of our meeting 
had in fbme meafure fubfided, I related 
to her my dining at Don Inigo's with 
her huiband. The recital amufed her. 
We laughed heartily at the imbecility 

of 
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of thofe Spanifh hufbands who are weak 
enough to fuppofe that flavery is a cer- 
tain means to fecure the chaftity of 
their wives, — " The virtue of a woman 

is ill guarded/' faid Ihe, with great 
fprightlinefs, *^ when 'tis^ neceffary to 
employ an auxiliary to preferve it.** 

I afked Donna Felicia whether the 
terrible revenge that Spanifti hufbands 
took on their wives did not, in fome 
meafure, deter them from amorous in- 
trigues. — ^^ You know little of Spanifh 
women," replied Donna. Felicia, *^when 
once they have given their hearts, no 
obftacle withholds them : certain dan- 
ger does not even intimidate them ; love 
furmaunts all. There is nothing too 
difficult to undertake: no danger but 
what. th,ey dare brave, to fat is fy their 

inclinations ; 
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inclinations ; — regarding life as a trifling 
facrifice if they are fuccefsful.'* 

Wc foon left this metaphyfical dif- 
cuflion for one more agreeable. The 
careffes of Donna Felicia were fo ten- 
der, and lively, that great part of the 
day elapfed without a fingle idea beyond 
the prefent moment. Wc dined to- 
gether :-^the duenna fervcd us, having 
taken care to employ thedomcftics, fo 
that we were fecure from their intrufion. 
The dinner was fmall, but exquifite, 
and accompanied by the mod excellent 
wines. Felicia's eyes declared the fatif- 
faAion of her heart : in Ihort, we were 

I 

both intoxicated with pleafure. It 

was late before I quitted her ; at parting 
Donna Felicia prefented me with a 

valuable 



4 



184 7H£ FR£KCH 

valuable ring, as a tender remembrance 
when we (hould be forced to feparate. 



CHAP. X. 

An appointment. — A fatal catajiropbe. 

jyiY intimacy with the fair Spaniard 
lafled feveral weeks withput interrup- 
tion : I however could not avoid a fear 
that this calm would be followed by a 
ftorm. We frequently wrote to each 
other, the duenna being the only mef- 
fenger and confidante of our amours, the 
little prefents I had made her having 
procured me her friendihip in the higheft 
degree. 

One 
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Oriff evening, when (he introduced 
ftie to her miftrefs, I found her in tears. 
Ahtrmed, I entreated Felicia to inform 
me the caufe. She replied, that by 
fome unhappy chance fhe had loft or 
miflaid the letter which I font her the 
night before, and had in vain fought it. 
** — If it has fallen into the hands of my 
hufband lam loft. However, (conti* 
midd ifae» wiping away her tears, and 
^ifluminj^ an air of ferenity,)" my dear 
Laiifoir, I do not fear death : — parting 

frofri you is the only circumftance that 
can make it dreadful.*' 

Although Donna Felicia was fo eafy 
Under an event of fuch moment, her 
firmnefs had not power to re-aflure me, 
as it was very poflible that her huft)and 
might have found the letter, which 

would 
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would developc our fecret corr%fpon-» 
dence, and doubtlefs feek revenge, I 
however endeavoured to conceal my 
emotion froni Felicia, entreating her, 
notwithftanding, to feek cautioufly for 
the letter, which, if difcovered by her 
hulband, Don Lopez, could not fail of 
having fome fatal confequcncc. 

I retired this evening fooner than 
ufual, and had only advanced fome few 
paces in my way homeward, when I 
difcovered a man wrapped up in a cloak, 
and leaning againft a wall oppofite 
Donna Felicia's. I drew nigh to endea* 
vour to difcern who it might be; but I 
no fooner advanced than he immediately 
walked haftily away. This rencontre 
^dded to my fears : I had little doubt 
but this man was placed as a fpy,. and 

on 
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on my return home related the whole to 
Lord Warneck, who thought ray fufpi- 
cions fo ftrongly founded, that he ear- 
neftly defired me to refrain vifiting 
Donna Felicia for fome time, — advice I 
determined to follow. 

I was two days without hearing from 
iriy fair miftrefs, and began to fear that 
Ihe had experienced fdme difagreeable 
cbnfequence from bur amOur. On thq 
third I received a billet in an unknown 
hand, in which I was defired to come to 
the ufual rendezvous at the public gar- 
den, at ten in the evening, as the writer 
had bufinefs of the utmoft importance 
to communicate, and which perfonally 
concerned me. Lord Warneck and my-» 
felf made a hundred different conjeAures 
on this billet.--* Was it a fnare laid 
4 for 
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for me, or on the contrary was it from 
fome one who wiflied to advertife me 
of fome imminent danger? It was 
rery poffibie that the note might be 
written by the duenna^ who wifhed to 
inform me of the confeqtieftces of the 
letter. This lad idea appeared the molt 
probable ; my lord alfa approved it. It 
was therefore determined that I fhoald 
repair to the rendctevous, but well armoedi 
And prepared to defend myfelf in cafe 
0f gn afi^ult. 

At the time appointed I left our hotels 
and took the way to the public walk^ 
which I had hardly entered^ before 
feveral men^ who lay concealed^ rulhed 

on me fo fuddenly that I had no time 
for defence. Th^ immediately bound 
my handsj (hiffed a^handkerchi^f in my 

mouthy 
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moudh^ tied another jo\ct my eyes, and 
dragged me into a coach^ which inftantly 
iat off full fpeed. I was at firft fo 
aftoniihed that it deprived me of ali 
l:ecolle(SUon i but at length being ibxiie«i 
what recovered^ the moft fiital ideas 
crouded themfelves on my tortured imaf 
gination^ and were foon verified by the 
moft cruel certainty. I had no doubt 
but my intimacy wi^h Donna Felicia was 
difcovered^ and that a ftracagem h^ 
been laid to get me into the power of 
Don Lopez» who doubtlefs mdapt tp 
make me experience die dreadful efiei^ 
p£ his .yengeance« 

Tim coach dj'ove very hard for about 
fi quarter of an faour» when it entered 
a court^yard^ the gates of which I heard 
£iftoned after us with great precaution : 

they 
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they then hiade me leave the carriage, 
and after leading me through l^veral 
apartments, took' the handkerchief from 
my eyes and mouth. The firft perfon 
that prefented was Don Lopez, the huf- 
band of Felicia! I recoiled with ter- 
ror. A mortal Ihivering. curdled my 
blood. I looked on death as inevitable. 
Every furrounding objed contributed 
towards confirming my fears. The 
apartment was entirely hung with blacky 

and only enlightened by the mournful 
and gloomy light of a few lamps. Don 
Lopez was feated on a fofe with 'two 
other Spaniards :— the utmoft fcvcrity 
reigned on their features, and they 
iooked at me with a gloomy gravity 
rwhich>fpread fcgfto the bottom, of my 

After 
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After fome moments dreadful filencc 
Don Lopez fpoke thus : " Perfidious 
ilrangcr! whocam'ft hither to difturb 
the happinefs of families, and to violate 
the mod facred rights, could you flatter 
yourfelf that your culpable intrigue 
ivould remain undifcovered ? Could * 
you fuppofe it would efcape the vigi- 
lance of a hulband who regards the 
honour of his wife as a facred depofit 
confided to his care by heaven ? If you 
were capable of fuch an excefs of pr^- 
fumptibn and' temerity, learn the folJy 
of indulging : a guilty confidence. I 
have difciovered all. I am acquainted 
even with the moft minute particulars 
oi^ your cdnnedion with that unhappy 
wohiaQ^ :>wh6 did not fear to violate her 
oaths/ and (lain my honour. ■. Before I 
punilhed her criirie, and that of her 

deteftable 
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deteilable accomplice^ I forced them to 

an ample confeffion. Behold^ how a 

Spaniard revenges himfelf on an un* 
faithful wife/' — Saying thefe words^ 
Don Lopez drew back a curtain and 
discovered to my iight Donna Felicia 
and the duenna extended lifelefs on a 
couch. 

I fhould in vain attempt tQ defcrifac 
Che horror I experienced at this dreadful 
ipeftacle. My fenfes neariy forfook 
me : I was unal;de to (land» and forced 
to fupport myfelf againft a chair covers- 
ing my face with my hands to conceal 
from my eyes a fight that wounded mc 
to the foiiI.^<* Look!'' continued die 
Spaoiaxd ; ^ riew At perfidiau^^ nrhoiie 
death could alone expiate hw crime--*^ 
Yet do not believe this a(^ to be a tranC- 

port 
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port of jcaloufy; — 'twas a facrifice to 
injured honour. By my fide are the 
father and brother of Donna Felicia^ 

who approved the deed. If honour 

then has reduced me to the cruel extre- 
mity of facrifif ing a woman I almofl: 
idolized^ what vengeance think you 
ought I to take on you ? Speak, and 
judge yourfelf." 

Don Lopez was filent. I was fomc 
mijiutes unable to reply. At length, 
ftruggling to overcome my grief and 
confufion, I anfwered, " My lord, I fhall 
not feek to juftify myfelf, nor to efcape 
a vengeance which Donna Felicia has 
fo mournfully experienced. I fhared 
her guilt, 'tis but- juft I fhould partake 
her punifhment. My life is in your 

hands; and far from imploring your 
Vol. II. K pity 
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pity by dcfpicabJe fupplkatio'ns* I am 
ready to meet my doom."wSaying thefc 
words^ I prefented my bofom to the 
Spaniard : — ** Strike," continued 1 1 
^* afluage your vengeance: and learn that 
a Frenchman can meet death as bravely 
as he can face danger.'* — " Learn you,** 
replied Don Lopez, " to know a Spa* 
niard, who though forced to obey the 
didtates of honour, well underftands 
Avhat is due to generofity. I (houid be 
unjuft tp punifh you as rigoroufly as 
Donna Felicia, for your crime does not 
equal hers. Refentment has iiot ren- 
dered me unjuft. 1 w^ll know how 
little a young man, and particularly a 
Frenchman, can refill th^ advances of a 
fine woman. At your age man is eager 
for pleafurfe, and not over fcrupulous in 
the means of obtaining it. You have 
3 been 
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been more weak than guilty; and your 
fault rather a national error than your 
own. The only vengeance I therefore 
wiihed to take on you was, to make you 
If itiiefs to a fcene which mud leave the 
moll falutary impreilion. Be gone ! and 
learn henceforward to refpedt facrcd en- 

^gements.** On concluding thefe 

wordsj Don Lopez rung a bell : the merf 
who brought me entered, and binding 
my eycsj re-condu(2:ed me in the fame 
manner to the fpot where they had 
feized me ; they then untied me, reflored 
my arms, and inftantly retired. 

What had paffed had fo totally ab- 
(brbed my faculties, and wounded my 
mind, that I remained fome time mo- 
tionlefs. I appeared like one awakened 
from a profound fleep, and that had 

K 2 been 
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been tortured by a troublefome dream. 
This ftupor and difordcr of the fenfes 
at length gave place to a mod acute 
fentiment of grief. The horrible fpcc- 
tacle I had witnefled was retraced by my 
imagination. I again faw Donna Fe«- 
licia's lifelefs corpfe, ftretched on the 
bed of death, — ^an idea that pierced me 
to the foul. At length, colleding the 
remains of ftrength my agitation and 
forrow had left, I flowly took the road 
homeward. 

On my arrival I threw myfelf in a 
chair, and burft into a torrent of tears. 
Lord Warneck, alarmed at my agitation, 
repeatedly alked the caufe of my grief: 
for fome time I was unable to reply, 
but at length informed him, in accents 
broken by forrow, of all that had pafled. 

« I well 
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" I well know/* faid he, '* to what ex- 
tremities a Spaniard will proceed againft 
an unfaithful wife. I am happy that 
you have efcaped. I admire the gene- 
rofity of Don Lopez : it excufes, in my 
eyes, his feverity towards Donna Felicia, 
I pity the fate of that unhappy woman, 
but fhe is not the only Spaniard that has 
fallen a viftim to her own tendernefs and 
her hufband's jealoufy : fuch examples 
are frequent : yet the women continue 
the fame ; their paflion for amorous in- 
trigues overpowering every other con- 
fideration/*^ 

As nothing retained me now at Ma- 
drid, where my lord had prolonged his 
ftay to oblige me, we prepared to leave 
the capital immediately. My patron 
determined to go from Spain to Italy. 

K 3 I alfq 
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I alfo was curious to fee that fine coun- 
try, particularly the ancient city ^hich 
once gave laws to the univerfe. I was 
anxious to view the numerous antiqui- 
ties * which form fo many precioua 
monuments of the grandeur of the- 
Romans: but it was decreed that my 
defires fliould not be fatisfied : it waa 
my fate to experience many viciflitudcs, 
and, to be tolTed by the moft violent 
tempefts before I ihould reach that 
port. 



m * > » I ■ I 



CHAP. XI. 

A Jiorm.-^An unexpeiied misfortune^ 

VV HEN all was ready for our depar- 
ture^, we took 4eave of Don Inigo and 

Qur 
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our acquaintance, and repaired to Bar- 
celona, from whence we embarked in 
a merchant-man which was bound for 
Italy. For fome days the weather was 
extremely fine, when fuddenly the fky 
became cloudy, and we experienced a 
dreadful florm. It was a fight at once 
terrible and majeftic, to fee the contend- 
ing elements unloofcd agaiiift a fimplc 
bark, whofe weaknefs yielded to the 
fliock of each wave, and the violence 
of every blaft. Lord Warncck, un- 
moved by fuch events, endeavoured to 
re-aflure me, but could not banifli my 
fears of the danger. Sometimes the 
waves dafhed againfl: the veflel, which 
I momentarily expedced to go to pieces. 
The whiftling of the wind, the crafhing 
erf the thunder, the cries of the failors, 
all contributed to encreafe my alarm.—- 

. K4 It 
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It became impoflible to mancEUvre the 
veflbl. We were thrown far from our 
route. The execrations of the failors 
gave way to prayers, — a certain fign that 
they had no hope remaining. Happily, 
however, on a fudden the wind ceafed, 
the clouds were difperfed, the fea be- 
came calm, and we found ourfelves out 
of danger. 

This change was the more agreeable 
as it was unexpeded, and inlpired us 
with new life. But our joy was of fhort 
duration, for we had only efcaped one 
misfortune to fall into another. 
The temped was fcarcely difperfed, 
when a failor who was aloft gave us 
notice that he difcovered a veflel ap- 
proaching towards us full fail, and 
which we foon perceived to be a Bar- 

bary 
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bary corfair. The conftcrnation now 
became general. The whole crew la- 
mented their unhappy deftiny: — the 
captain particularly was in the utmoft 
defpair, as he would at once lofe his 
fortune and liberty. It would have been 
vain for us to attempt to efcape them 
by flight ; for befides the corfair appear- 
ing a good failor, our veflel had been 
fo ihattered by the ftorm that it could 
hardly make way. 

Lord Warneck, who had preferved 
the utmoft calmncfs during the whole 
time, told the captain, that the only 
means we had left was to defend our- 
felves to the uttermoft ; that the pirates, 
aftonilhed at a refiftance which they 
could not expeft, would be fearful to 
board us : befides, the choice being 

K 5 death 



200 THE rRENCH 

death or the moft dreadful flavery, na 
man of courage could hefitate to defend 
himfelf to the laft extremity. 

The captain appeared ready to follow 
this advice, though he feemed to defpair 
of its fuccefs. He endeavoured to in-^ 
fpire his crew with the fame fentiments^ 
but in vain; the fight of the corfair had 
congealed their blood, and one of the 
failors, unknowato him, ran and ftruck 
the flag. The corfair was now only at 
the diftance of half a cannon-fhot, and 
no fooner faw the fignal of our furrjen-- 
der, than they fent ofFaboat with about 
fifty men. 

Lord Warneck was exafperated at the: 
cowardice of the crew, which he could 
not fubmit to partake, and had I not 

rcftraincd 
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reftrained his ardor by reprefenting its 
inutility againft fuch numbers, would 
Rave attacked the firft Turk that boarded 
uSrf The boat had .no fooner reached 
the veflcl than the pirates leaped on 
deck, and loaded our crew with irons. 
Lord Warneck antd myfelf experienced 
the fame fate, and were conducted to 
the enemy's Ihip, and confined at the 
bottom of the hold. Tlie horror of my 
fituation was aggravated by that ia 
which I beheld my patron, who fuf- 
fered-wkhout a fingic complaint. His- 
great foul bore calamity as philofophi- 
eally as it did grandeur ; and his heart,. 
which had ever been a ftranger to pride^ 
was equally fo to humiliation. 

Example has more efFedl on man than- 
th^ mod laboured difcourfes. From 

K 6> admiring. 
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admiring the firmnefs of my lord, I 
determined to imitate it, and oppofc 
adverfity by courage and patience. The 
corfair having taken our veffel in tow, 
fleered for Tunis; and after a naviga- 
tion of three days, arrived in the bay 
of that regency. At the fight of a 
prize, a great number of the inhabitants 
ran to. the Ihore, teftifying' by cries of 
joy the pleafure they felt at the fuccefe 
of their countrymen. 

The captain of the corfair who had 
taken us was in partnerfhip with another 
citizen of Tuhis, taking it by turns to 
go to fea, and fharing the prizes equally 
between them. We no fooner difem- 
barked than the divifion was made, and 
what I moft dreaded happened. — I was 
fcparated from Lord Warncck, the 

pirates 
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pirates totally difregarding my fupplica- 
tions to fufFer us to remain together. — 
Thefe barbarians knew no law but in- 
tereft: pity, — ^the rights of nature, — 
all gave way in their unfeeling fouls to 
the idea of gain. The two corfairs 
judging by our habits that we were men 
of quality, and confequently hoping to 
recover large ranfoms, took each one, 
in order to make an exadl divifion, my- 
felf falling to the lot of the partner. 

At the moment of our feparation I 
threw myfelf on the neck of my gene- 
rous patron, giving way to the violence 
of my grief. What change of fortune 
could not efFeA on his heart, tendernefs 
for me at that unhappy morpent accom- 
plilhed : tears ran down his manly 
cheeks ; — his foul infenfible to change 

of 
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of fortune, was keenly alive to friend- 
fhip. He entreated me not to be dif- 
heartened ; that he Ihould immediately 
write to England for remittances,, and^ 
procure his own liberty and mine. 

I was conducted withthe companions 
of my flavery to the houfe of my new 
matter. He was called Muley, and was 
one of the principal members of the 
regency of Tunis. Every thing around 
him befpoke the utmoft opulence. He 
poflefled a prodigious number of flaves,. 
who were all under the direction of a 
black eunuch^ whofe repulfive andharfh 
appearance made me fhudder at firft 
fight. The day after our arrival he 
ranged us in a fpacious court, in order 

lobe reviewed by Muley, who after quef- 

•I 

tioning fomc of my companions, alked 

ma 



GIL BIAS. 205 

me what I could do. — " Yield to necef- 
fity/* replied I^ " and obey when I 
cannot command." — *' Chriftian/* re- 
turned he, in Italian, ^^ that is doubt- 
his a great virtue; but what talents- 
doft thou poflefs?" I replied that I 
was unacquainted with any bufinefs, but 
that I underftood feveral languages,, had' 
fome knowledge of drawing and paint- 
ing, and could play palTably on the flute* 
At this information the gloomy vifage 
ef Muley relaxed of its feverity. *' I 
am charmed/* laid he,. *^ that thou haft 
fallen into my hands : I have long fought 
a flave accomplifhed as thou art. £ 
have a nephew that I tendcrJy love, and" 
whofe ed\ication demand* my utmoft' 
attention, I wilt place thee with him,, 
and thy only care fhall be his inftrudlion, 
Thy fete, thou muft well know, will be 



i 
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far lefs rigorous than that of thy com- 
panions. Hereafter, if I am fatisfied 
with thy condud, thy zeal fhall procure 
thy liberty, — Follow me." 

• I obeyed. — ^Muley led the way through 
feveral apartments richly furnilhed, un- 
til we reached that of his nephew. — 
*' Zulem/' faid he, as he entered, "I 
hare at laft found what I fo ardently 
defired. This Chriftian can inftru<i 
thee in feveral agreeable accom^plifh- 
ments ; he is hereafter thine : thy im^ 
provement is the only talk I require.^ 
Zulem thanked his uncle, alTuring him 
that he fhould endeavour to profit by my 
inftrudtions; after which, Muley bade 
his pephcw farewel, and left ua. 

Zulem 
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Zulem was about nineteen ; his face 
perfectly beautiful, — his form finely pro- 
portioned,— and his features rendered 
yet more attradlive by a happy mixture 
of gentlenefs and fenfibility, fo uncom-^ 
mon in thofe barbarous countries. I 

was inftantly ftruck with his appearance. 
The firft queftion he alked me was in 
what part of Europe I was born. When 
I had fatisfied him in that point, — 
^ Chrlftian/* faid he, ** I am charmed 
that thou art a Frenchman : my mother 
was of that country. She frequently 
has defcribed it to me, and given me 
the higheft idea of a nation whofe man- 
ners and cuftoms arc fo different from 
ours.-— Thy perfon likewife interefts me 
in thy favour : be aflured, I will render 
thy fituation as eafy as pofliblc; and 
when improved by thy inftrudions, 

thou 
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thou may 'ft depend on thy liberty." I 
thanked the young Turk, afluring him 
1 would neglcd: nothing in my power (q. 
deferve his kindaefs. 

On the next day I began to fulfil the' 
talk allotted me, Zulem ftudicd with- 
the utmoft docility and ardour. He 
poffcffcd a^comprehenlive mcmopy, and 
a facility of conception that frequently 
aftonifhed me. He foon made a rapid 
progrefs in the French and Englifh lan- 
guages ; I alfo taught him the elements 
of hiftory and geography, with fome 
leflbns of natural philofophy and geo- 
metry, his mind, eager for improvement^ 
ipeedily acquiring a knowledge of thofe 
different fciences. 



Ih 
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In our converfations I inftruAcd him 
in the manners and cuftoms of the dif- 
ferent European nations, — the nature of 
their riches, — their refpedlive ftrength^ 
— and that military difcipline which 
gives the European troops fo evident a 
fuperiority over thofe of Alia. In (hort, 
of that marvellous fyftem of equilibrium 
^hich afcertains to each power the enw 
joyment of its rights and pofleflions.— ♦ 
Zulem liftened to me with the utmoft 
attentioHj, taking particular pleafure 
ivhen I entertained him with details of 
the immenfe capital of the mofl: power-i 
ful kingdom of Europe,— of the induftry 
of its inhabitants, — their arts, fciences, 
and the diverfity of pleafures they en- 
joyed ; — and finally, on thofe charming 
French women whofe wit and elegance 
furpafs that of other Europeans, on the 

• ^ liberty 
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liberty they enjoy, and the influence, 
they have in focicty. Muley was fre- 
quently prefent at my leflbns, and often 
teflified his fatisfadlion at the rapid im-- 
provement of his nephew. 

I was happy, if it was poflible to be 
fo in flavery j at leaft, my fate was in- 
finitely fuperior to that of the other 
ilaves. I became their protedtor, and 
frequently when they were condemned 
to, be feverely punifhed for fome trifling 
fault, entreated Zulem to intercede for 
them. Never did that amiable youth 
deny me, and the fevere eunuch who 
commanded them did not dare refufe 
the nephew of his mafter, though I 
plainly difcovered that his har(h-and 
cruel temper ill accorded with fuch 
.kindnefs ; he well knew that 1 excited 

Zulcm 
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jZuletn in the favour of the flaves, and 
confequcntly hated me ; but his diflike 
gave me no uneaiinefs^ as I in no mea« 
fure depended on him. I had an apart-* 
ment to myfelf, palTed the day with 
2ulem^ except he attended his uncle, in 
which cafe I had liberty to employ my- 
felf as I pleafed. Notwithftanding, I 
wore a flave's habit like my companions, 
a circumftance that involved me in an 
adventure that might have had the mod 
vexatious confequences, had I not pof- 
fefled the friend (hip of Zulem, and the 
good will of his uncle. 

One day that I was returning from 
the bagnio, where I had been to take 
fome afliftancc to a French flave who 
was fick, I met a drunken Tunifian 
foldier. Loft in a variety of difagree- 

able 
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able rcfledlions, I forgot to turn afidc to 
make way for him. It is well known 
jwith what difdain the Turks treat the 
Europeans), particularly Haves. The 
foldier, vexed at my waiit of attentioB, 
pufhed mccucfcly afide, faying, " Chrifr 
tian dog^ learn more refped in future.** 

This expreflion aw^ke my ra^e, and 
forgetting my fituation, I replied, there 
'was place fuilicient for a man who was 
fober, but that doubtlefs the whole 
width of the ftreet was fcarcely enough 
for one deprived of reafon. This fpeech 
put the foldier into a moft violent rage, 
and rulhing on me, he endeavoured to 
throw me on the earth* Infenfible to 
every thing but ray danger, and regard- 
lefs of the law againfl: flaves who dare 
to lift their hand againfl: a Turk, 1 

fcized 
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Icized him by the collar, and after a 
•. Ihort ftruggle fell with him on the pave- 
inent. Stronger or more adroit than 
«ny opponent, I got uppermoft and be- 
:gan repaying with intercft the affront I 
Tiad received. We were foon furrounded 
by a number of Turks, who, exafpe- 
rated to fee a flave fighting with one of 
their countrymen, fell all on me at once, 
and would have torn me to pieces, had 
Jiot an officer of the police, who was 
pafling with his attendants, faved me 
from their fury. He enquired the caufe 
^f the coiifufioii, which being informed, 
he commanded the drunken (bldier and 
jnyfelf to be taken before the Cady. 
The account of the officer was entirely 
in favour of the foldicr : it was in vain 
:that I endeavoured to juftify myfelf by 
declaring my adverfary the aggreflbr; 

the 
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the Cady flopped my mouth, faying, in 
a terrible voice, *' Miferabie ChriJdian ! 
art thou to learn that thou art forbidden 
to raife thy hand againft a Turk, even 
ihould he ftrike thee unjuftly? What 
art thou but an infignificant and filthy 
worm, in comparifon to a beloved child 
of our holy prophet ? Death alone can 
fufficiently punifh thy daring guilt/* 

This difciple of Mahomet would 
doubtlefs have condemned me to nothing 
lefs than impalement, had not the en- 
trance of Muley and Zulem prevented 
him. A flavc who knew me had been 
witnefs of my quarrel with the foldier, 
and ran immediately to give them in- 
formation of my danger. Muley no 
fooner gave the Cady to underftand that 
I belonged to him, than he foftened his 

afperity. 
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afperitjf, and difmifling the parties, 
after fome pretended objedtions, which 
a purfe of fequins foon removed, agreed 
to defer the judgement, provided my 
, mailer would inform the Dey of the 
affair, and entreat my pardon; for as 
the crime was capital, the fuperior of 
the regency could alone abfolvc me. — 
Muley immediately went to the Dey, 
and. foon returned with my releafe, be- 
ing a particular favourite with that 
chief. I exprefled my gratitude for his 
Jcindnefs; he gave me a flight repri- 

m 

mand, faying, that oAc of the principal 
duties of man was to conform to the 
cufloms of the country in which he 
dwelt; — that it was often neceflary to 
forget what we had been, and fubmit to 
our prefent fituation. We returned 
home perfcdlly well fatisfied, me with 
Vol, II. L cfcaping 
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efcaping fo imminent a danger^ and my 
mafters with preferving a (lave who was 
ufeful to them* 

When I was feparated from LokI 
Warneck, I imagined that both being 
in flavery in the fame city, we might 
ibmetimes fee each other, or at leaft 
communicate by letter 5 the kindnefs of 
my new mafter alfo augmented that hope. 
I refolved to ufe my utmoft efforts to 
engage Muley to purchafe my patron 
from his aflbciate, as I thought it would 
be the means of retidering his fituation 
lefs irkfome, as his mafter paffed for a 
man of a harfti and cruel temper. When 
I mentioned it to Muley, he informed 
me that his partner was gone to Algiers 
on a commiflion from the Dey, and had 

taken Lord Warneck with him. 

This 
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This news deeply afflifted me 5 but I 
was fomewhat comforted by the Teflec- 
tion that he might more 6afily get his 
ranfom remitted to Algiers than Tunis, 
therefore had no doubt he would fooft 
obtain his liberty* Notwithftanding, 
more than fix months clapfed without- 
my hearing any thing of my patron. — 
This filence began to make me very 
uneafy, for I was too well acquainted 
with the heart of this generous Englifh- 
man to have a doubt of his feeking to 
fet me free the moment he was fo him- 
felf. I therefore had the utmoft reafon 
to fear that fome untoward accident had 
be&Uen him. 

In this cruel uncertainty on the fate 
of my friend, I negleded nothing to 
haften the moment of my own liberty,, 

L 2 which' 
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which had been promifed : I redoubled 
my zeal and attention to gain the good 
will of my young mailer, and fucceeded 
even beyond my hopes. Zulem's kind- 
nefs for me encreafed daily : — I poffefled 
his whole confidence. In fhort, he 
treated me more like a friend than a 
flave. On my fide I was fincerely 'at- 
tached to him. He was endowed with 
the moft amiable qualities. His incli- 
nations were virtuous,-^his mind fenfible 
and elevated, — his difpofition mild and 
friendly. To a lively and brilliant ima- 
gination, he joined a ftrorig judgement 
-and accurate difcernment. His uncle, 
whofe own children were all dead, had 
educated him from his earliefl infancy, 
and loved him equal to a fon. Zulem's 
father had been killed in an engagement 
at fea, and Muley had taken charge of 
I the 
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the widow, who had been dead about 
two years. Zulem ever fpoke of his 
mother, whom he tenderly loved, with 
the greateft afFedlion. He informed me 
that fhe frequently inftruded him in her 
religion ; that one day particularly fhe 
had even baptized him ; and finally, 
that the blood which ran in his veins 
was a frefh tie that united his heart to 
me. He freely owned, that the Chrif- 
tian laws had ever appeared to him 
preferable to thofe of Mahomet ; but 
that having been bred among the Turks, 
and being deftined to pafs his life among 
them, he had been obliged to flifle idea§ 
fo contrary to his fituation. 

Though for a length of time I had 
neglected the pradice of my religion, 
yet I was perfedly acquainted with its 

L 3 principles. 
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principles^ and would willingly have 
cultivated the happy difpofitions of 
Zulera^ but that I feared his uncle 
ibould difcover it^ and well knew how 
implacable the Turks are in that point. 
Befides^ as I was fpeedily to leave him^ 
I had every reafon to imagine that time 
would foon deftroy the principles of 
Chriftianity which were fo frefhiy cn^ 
graven on his heart. 



«itaii 



CHAP. XII. 

The fair Italian. ■ 

■ 

jL Had been near a year with Muley, 
when Zulem fuddenly became thought- 
ful and melancholy. His features no 
longer difplayed that ealy gaiety and 

plealing 
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plcafing careleflhefs that formerly cm* 
belliflied and enlivened them. He fre- 
quently appeared loft in refledtion; yet 
this gloom did not in the leaft diminifti 
his natural gentlenefs, ever teftifyirtg 
the fame kindnefs and friendfhip for me. 
This fudden alteration in his difpofition 
aftoniftied me, nor could I divine the 
caufe, my refpedl preventing me from 
qgeftioning him on the fubjed. 

One nK)rning when we were drinking 
coiFec,— ** My dear matter/' faid I, 
" for fome time part I have beheld you 
the prey to a fecret grief, which under- 
mines and deftroys you : deign to open 
your heart to your flave, who, if he 
cannot eafe your forrow, will at leaft 
partake it. Attribute my boldnefs to 
the right caufe, which is attachment^ 

L 4 and 
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and a fincere wifli to fee you happy/' — » 

" Lanfon/' replied Zulem, " I have no 

doubt of thy friendftiip ; and if I have 

until now concealed the caufe of my 

uneafinefs, it is not from diftruft, which 

to thee would be unkind, but from a 

fear that thy reafon would condemn a 

weaknefs which I myfelf blufh to ac- 

knowkdge, though I cannot conquer. 

In fhort, my friend Lanfon, I love ! — 

I have but once feen the objedl that 

gave birth to thofe fentiitients before 

tinknown in my heart ; yet my affedion 

is fo permanently fixed, that I feel it 

can only conclude with my life. To 

complete my misfortune, this pailion is 

contrary to my duty ; and I muft deprive 

myfelf of the fight of the charming 

perfon who has made fo lively an im- 

preffion on my heart/* 

This 
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This confeffion, which I by no means 
cxpeded, caufed me infinite furprize.— • 
** And who can be the perfon," replied 
I, '' that has charmed you fo greatly at 

firft fight ?'* *' About a fortnight 

fince," faid he, " two women, whom 
Muiey had bought, were brought hither. 
I happened to be in the paflage as the 
eunuchs were conducting them through 
to the feraglio : they were richly cloathed^ 
and by their manner appeared to be 
perfons of difl:indlion. One of them 
particularly attraded my attention by 
the gracefulnefs of her fliape, and the 
eafy elegance of her air. A lively emo- 
tion of curiofity made me earneftly wifli 
to fee her face : chance favoured me, 
for as file pafled by fhe made a falfe 
ftep and fell. I infl:antly ran to her 
aflifl:ance. Her veil had. dropped in the 

L 5 fall. 
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fall, and difcovcred to my fight the moft 
beautiful features I ever beheld. She 
thanked me very politely in Italian, but 
I was fo confufed, and my fenfes in fuch 
diforder, that I could hardly mutter 
a few words to exprefs how much I 
congratulated myfelf on the happy acci- 
dent that had procured me the fight of 
fo charming a perfon. As we were 
furrounded by eunuchs, I could fay no 
more, but was obliged to retire. The 
image of the fair flave remained en- 
graven on my heart. Night and day 
file was perpetually prefent to my ima- 
gination. A thousand confufed defires 
rofe in my foul, which I knew not how 
to account for, but that at length I dif- 
covered to be love, .which was the more 
violent, as it was the efFedf of that fud- 
den and irrefifl:ible charm which in an 

infl:ant 
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inftant had ^fubdued all my faculties. 
I did not endeavour to reprefs this fen- 
timent^ which furnilhed me with num- 
berlefs agreeable ideas. My ardent 
imagination^ diredted by my paflion, 
already pidhired a brilliant train of pro- 
babilities which it flattered itfelf to 
realize. I fhall foon be of age to keep 
a feraglio^ and had no doubt but that 
by informing my uncle of my love for 
the fair flave, he would immediately 
furrender her to me; and on this hope 
founded the happinefs of my future 
life. 



** I was fome days without daring to 
difclofe my heart to him> my natural 
timidity and a kind of Ihame flopped 
my words upon my lips. However, X 
determined to make an effort on my- 

L 6 fclf ; 
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felf ; apd one evening that my uncle 
was particularly cheerful, having drank 
plentifully of that forbidden, but to 
my countrymen attradive liquor, I 
alked him of what country were the 
two flaves, whom I had fecn the other 
day conduced to his feraglio. He 
replied, that one was an Italian, the 
other a French woman ; the firft might 
juftly, he added, be termed perfecftly 
beautiful, and he had conceived a moft 
violent paflion for her, but that (he was 
overwhelmed with the deepeft melan- 
choly, and only replied to his tender 
folicitations by tears. * My love for> 
the fair flave/ continued he, * though 
ardent is delicate, and I am determined 
to relinquiih the power I have over her, 
until flie is more reconciled to her fitu- 
ation, and can return my tendernefs. 

Nay, 



N 



GIL BLAS. 227 

Nay, I have even determined to marry 
her, if fhe will embrace the religion of 
our holy prophet.' 

** Thou may*ft judge/* continued 
Zulem, *' that this difcourfe ftruck me 
ivith the force of thunder. I faid no 
more to my uncle,, whofe temper I am 
perfedlly acquainted with. Muley is 
like feveral other men, kind and gene-i 
rous when his heart is calm ; but on any 
domineering paflion taking place there, 
it ftifles every other fentiment. My 
uncle loves me tenderly, but would foon 
change his behaviour if he thought me 
attached to a woman who has infpired 
him with fo lively a paflion.. 

" This, Lanfon, is my fituation. — Is 
it not melancholy ? I love the Italian 

te 
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to di(lra(ftion, but have not the mofi 
diftant hope of obtaining the objed of 
my love. A rival deprives me of what 
is dearer to, me than the world; and 
who is that rival ? — An uncle, — a bene- 
fadar^ whom I love and refpeft.'* 

On concluding thefe words the eye^ 
of Zulem were bathed in tears. — The 
ftate of this young man gave me the 
utmoft concern, I well knew how 
ftrong an cffc£t a firft impreflion muft 
make on a fufceptible heart. I not- 
withftanding endeavoured to perfuade 
Zulem to flifle a paflion that could only 
make him miferablc, as he could not 
encourage the lead hope of ever pofleH- 
fing the objedl which inlpired it. But 
my efforts were vain : I could not fuc- 
cced in reftoring his mind to its ufual 

calm. 
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calm. — ^ Lanfon/' faid he, ** I have 
reprefentcd a hundred times to rriyfelf 
all that thy friendfhip can fugged ; but 
reafon is a feeble opponent againfl an 
affedlion fo ardent as mine. It aug- 
ments daily. The image of the fair 
flave perpetually follows me. I feel 
that I cannot exift* without her, and 
am refolvcd to hazard all to make her 
mine." — " And what means/* replied 
I, " can you employ to afford the leaft 
profpeft of fuccefs ?*' 

The young Turk was filent, and apw 
peared loft in the meditation of fome im- 
portant proje(2:, the agitation of his mind 
being ftrongly pourtrayed on his expref- 
five features. At length, ftarting up with- 
tranfport, ^ Yes, Lanfon/* cried he, 
with energy, '* yes, there is one means 

by 
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by which I may obtain the woman I 
adore. The execution I confefs is diffi- 
cult, and will cod me much grief to 
perform ; yet there is no-facrifice, how- 
ever great,, but to which my love can 
compel me. But may I entirely depend 
on thy friendftiip ?" — " Can you doubt 
it a moment?'* replied I.- — " But deign 
to explain yourfelf. What projedl is it 
that your mind appears to adopt with 
fuch enthufiafm?"^ — " Learn then," re^ 
turned my young mafter, ** that I am 
only a Turk in habit : the manners and 
cuftoms of my country have ever been 
difpleafing to me. I particularly hate 
that abfurd and barbarous cuftom which 
confines women in perpetual flavery, 
and reigning over them by feverity 
alone. The multitude- of females that 
inhabit our feraglios appear to me 

equally 
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equally as contrary to the happinefs of 
man, as againft the defign of nature.-— 
Our minds are capable of many friend- 
Ihips, but we can truly love but one 
woman, on whom, when the heart is 
once fixed, all the reft are of no value 
in our eyes. Plurality of women is 
therefore a mifery rather than an enjoy- 
ment. *Tis true, I have been bred in 
the Mahometan faith, but I plainly dif- 
cover all its abfurditiesl My mother 
was a Chriftian, as I have before in- 
formed thee: I therefore fucked with 
my milk a reverence for that religion, 
and am already a Chriftian in my heart. 
The little thou haft learned me encreafed 
the inclination, which is yet ftrength- 
cned by another motive. — I languifti to 
fee thofe charming countries where men 
dwell in peaceful liberty, flieltered by 

the 
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the laws; — where their lives are not 
expofed to the cruel caprices of defpot- 
ifm ; — where the arts and fciences fpread 
a light fo favourable to humanity ; — and 
where that lovely fex, formed for the 
fociety of man, as well as for his plea- 
fures, receives the attention due to them. 
— Thefe arc my wiftics, Lanfon : what 
bond have I then to detain me in this 
country? None, but the attachment 

and gratitude I fed for my uncle. I 
love him,— ^in doing which I but fulfil 
the mod facred of duties. Our tempers, 
however, do not fympathize; his good- 
nefs of heart is obfcured by a ftrong 
tind of the ferocity natural to his na- 
tion. He poflefles all the prejudices 
of the Turks ; and I mufl: foon imitate 
his example, and fcour the feas, in 
©rder to violate the facred rights of 

humanity^ 
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humanity, and fatisfy an avarice that my 
heart muft condemn. I abhor fuch 
plundering, yet fh^U be forced to fliarc 
it, unlefs I mean to pafs for a coward. 
All then determines me to quit a coun- 
try, for which I was never born. Love 
and honour have made it a law. I will 
carry off the fair flave ; — thou Ihalt aflift 
rac in my projedh We will fly to thy 
country, and dwell in peace, fafe fliel- 
tercd from the fury of defpotifm, and 
abfurd prejudices. There, Lanfon, my 
days (hall glide fmoothly, blcft in the 
bofom of love and friend fhip." 

The difcourfe of Zulem had fo greatly 
nftoniftied me, that I had not power to 
interrupt him. Several reafons engaged 
me;jo enter into his views, as well a& 
that of obliging a friend whom I ten- 
derly 
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derly loved. It muft neceflarily haften 
the hour of my freedom. I fhould 
deprive Mahomet of one of his fedlaries, 
and deliver from an odious flavery a 
woman for whom I could not avoid 
being interefted. Notwithftanding, I 
could not conceive how Zulem meant 
to carry off his miftrefs from a feraglio, 
where Ihe was fo ftrongly guarded, ox- 
how he purpofed to efcape with that 
lady and myfelf. — ** My dear mafter,** 
faid I, ** the danger to which fuch -an 
attempt muft neceffarily expofe you, by 
alarming my affection, ought to make 
me endeavour to perfuade you to re- 
nounce it : but if you cannot vanquifh 
this padion, and are really determined 
to quit your country, I am ready to 
fccond to the uttermoft your projed, 

whatever 
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ivhatever obftaclcs may be in its exe- 



cution/* 



• Zulem embraced and thanked me for 
the frefh proof of my friendfliip. '* I 
well know,'* faid he, " the dangers and 
obftacles we fhall have to encounter: 
but what is there that cannot be fur- 
mounted, when animated by a motive 
fo powerful as fecuring the happinefs of 
every future hour ? The firft ftep is to 
acquaint the fair flave with my love. I 
fhall have little trouble to bring over the 
principal eunuch of the feraglio to my 
intereft : he dare not refufe me, as he 
well knows that on the death of my uncle 
I fhall become his mafler. Nay, I have 
even founded him, and believe I can 
anfwer that he will ad: as I pleafe.— 
There is one great difficulty vanquifhed, 

and 
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and I flatter myfclf we fliall conquer 
the others as eafily.** 

Ziilcin yielding to his impatience im- 
mediately far about writing a letter in 
Italian to the fair Have. Love is ever 
eloquent. The young Turk defcri bed 

with the ntmoft energy the paflion with 

* 

which Ihe had infpired him, faying, 
that could he hope the moft '(lender 
return, there was nothing but what he 
was ready to undertake to deliver her 
from the importunities of his uncle, and 
to acquire fome claim to the pofleffion 
of a heart, for wJiich he was ready 
to facrifice every thing. Zulem then 
left me to engage the eunuch to prc- 
fent the letter to the fair flave: He 
returned a moment after; the joy 
which fparklcd from his ey^s inftantly 

informed 
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inft>rincd me tlui he had fucceeded. — 
** Part of my defires are uccomplilhed/* 
faid he ; ** the eunuch hai; coafcnicu to 
all I wilh. Fear and intereft, choie pow- 
erful incentives to venal and daltardly 
ibuls^ have gain'd him entirely/ He 
has promifed to deliver the letter im- 
mediately to the Italian. I anx in the 
utmoll impatience to know how Ihc 
will receive it.**— " I have no doubt/* 
replied I, " but her anfwer will be fa^ 
vourable ; ftie has feen you, and you arc 
too amiable not to have pleafcd her.'* 

The next day the eunuch entered the 
apartment of Zulem, who ran to meet 
him. *• Speak, Zameck,** faid he; ** in- 
form me of my deftiny.'* — ** My Lord,'* 
replied he, " you have every reafon to 
befatUfied; here is the flave*s anfwer.** 

Zulem 
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Zulem haftily feized the letter and read 
thefe words : 

** Though the fituation to which I 
am reduced will not fuflfer me to in- 
dulge any fentiment but grief, I am 
notwithftanding fenfible of the man- 
ner in which you exprefs your affec- 
tion for me : fuch delicacy aftonifhes 
me in a Turk, and cannot fail to give 
me the mod favourable opinion of 
your charafter. I have fcen you but 
once, but that moment was fufficient 
to fliew me the difference between you 
and your uncle. Depend on my grati- 
tude, if you can fucceed in refcuing mc 
from the power of a man for whom I 

have the utmoft averfion. 1 have a 

friend whom I fhould (incerely grieve 
to quit. If you have any projed: for 

my 
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mj deliverance, endeavour to extend 
your generofity to her alfo." 

This letter infpired Zulem with in- 
expreflible rapture. He read it twenty 
times over, kiiling the charadlers, and 
committing a thoufand extravagancies. 
Love is a magician which performs on 
man the moll lingular metamorphofes. 
It entirely changes his difpolition ; mo- 
difies and exalts every faculty of his 
foul,, rapidly palfing it from one extreme 
to another. 

My young mafter immediately an- 
fwered the fair Have's letter, alTuring 

her of the pleafure it had given him^ 
having, as he informed her, augmented 
his love, and encreafed his delire to 
fnatch her from the tyranny of his uncle. 
Vol. II. M He 
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He concluded by entreating a private 
meetings where they might difcourfe on 
the proper meafures for her efcape. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Ldfve more powerful than duty.— Efcape 

and flight. 

X HE flave's anfwer was as favour- 
able as Zulem could wifh^ and the fame 
evening the eunuch introduced him pri- 
vately into her apartment. I would not 
retire to reft until his return^ which was 
in fomewhat more than an hour. 
^< My dear Lanfon/' {aid he^ throwing 
himfelf on my n^ck^ ^^ congratulate me : 
I am the happieft of men. I have feen 
the charming Hortenfia r— have con- 
6 verfed 
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Verfed with her : her underftanding at 
lead equals her perfonal charms, and 
has fixed me irrevocably hers." 

When the young Turk informed her 
that he did not intend to take her from 
his uncle to make her his flave, but that 
he meant to fly with her, and reftore her 
to her country, and endeavour to gain 
hfcr heart by every facrifice in his power, 
then joy fparkled in her eyes ; Ihe con- 
fcfled to Zulem that he had made an 
impreflion on her heart, and Ihe had no 
doubt but, reftored to her friends, they 
Would willingly confent to unite her to 
a man to whom ihe was fo greatly 
obliged. — ** Thou feeft, Lanfon/* con- 
tinued he, " that my happinefs even 
exceeds my hopes : nothing is now 

M 2 neceflary 
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ncceflaiy to complete it but to devifc 
means to efcape fafely to Europe/' 

The enterprize was difficult : it was 
no eafy talk to meet with a veffel to take 
us on board. The coaft and port were 
continually guarded : no (hip came in 
or departed without being fearched. 
Notwithftanding, it was neceflary to 
haften the deliverance of the fair flave, 
who in a frefti converfation that fhe had 
with Zulem^ informed him, that Muley 
began to be wearied with her continued 
coldnefs, and the delay (he made in ren- 
dering him happy ; giving her to under- 
iland that he was her mafter, ahd that if 
Ihc did not fubmit with a good grace to 
his wiflies, he fhould be ncceflitated to 
ufe other meafures with her. "Nothing 
remains for me but death/' faid Zulem, 

•' if 
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** if I cannot fave my dear Hortenlia 
from his brutal pailion. Whatever 
danger may attend it, I will hazard all 
rather than fee her in the arms of my 
uncle. No, (continued Zulcm, with an 
emotion of fury,) Muley is no longer 
to nfie ai>y thing but an objcdt of horror^ 
fince he is the obftacle to my happinefs* 
From thi« moment every bond that 
united me to him is broken 1 nay, if 

V 

*tis neceir^ry /' Zulem hcfitated 

and bluflicd. He appeared to think he 
had faid too much^ and remained con^ 
fufed and filent. 

Such is the power of love on man, it 
fubdues every other fentiment, and 
every other afFedion ; even (lifling the 
voice of blood and gratitude, if they 
happen to be in oppofition with it. This 

M 3 head- 
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, headftrongpaffion was capable of leading 
the heart of Zulem, which was naturally 
virtuous, into the commiffion of guilt, 
had I not ftrove to deftroy the dangerous 
fentimdnt that had rifen in his foul. — 
" My dear matter,** faid I, " remember 
there is no happincfs without virtue. 
Your love, which at prefent is innocent, 
would become guilt, could it prompt 
you to fail in the firft duty of fociety : 
then far from being a fource of felicity, 
it would be one of remorfe. Every 
moment of your life would fee ^mpoi- 
foned by the idea of the horrible pur- 
chafe you had paid for the pofleflion of 
Hortenfia. Believe me, *tis far prefer- 
able to be unfortunate with a fpotleis 
mind, than to he otherwife and criminals 
You determine to quit your country with 
the won;an you love : there is nothing 

ia 
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in that contrary to the firft iaw of na- 
ture. Man is free, and has a right to 
difpofe of himfelf. . His opinions are. 
his own ; he may change them at plea- 
fure, parwcularly when his reafon and 
not his intereft pfefcribes it. In ihort, 
he is at liberty to fcek for happincfs 
wherever he expcfts to find it, provided 
he never attempts to acquire it at the 
expcncc of his fellows.'* 

Zulem had remained in an attitude of 
iixed attention while I was fpeaking; 
at length railing his ej^, with an air of 
timidity, he faid, " Lanfon, thy morals 
are a falutary balm to my wounded foul ; 
they have difperfed the ftorm that agi- 
tated it, and reftored my mind to fere- 
nity. Love^ thou inexpreflible mixture 
of pleafure and pain,— of ftrength and 

M 4 weak* 
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iveaknefs^ — how great is thy power over 
man^ fince thou canft harden his heart, 
and fufFer it to give place to thoughts 
fo contrary to honour and duty ! Yes, 
toy 9^ ^icnd, (continued he,) the 
frenzy is pad. I deteft, 1 abhor fuch 

' * * * 

ideas, and if I cannot find means to ob- 
tain Hortenfia without. a crime, I will 
relinquifti her, and prefer mifcry to 
guilt.- 

*' Y6ung people,** replied I, *l ire 
f ver in extremes : they fancy no mid* 
•way between happinefs and defpair.—- 
Hope is not yet denied us. If we find 
it impoffible to efcape by fea, at leaft 
the land lies open before us ; and by 
proper precaution and money we may 
flatter ourfelves with eluding all fearch 
that way." Zulem caught with tranfport 

at 
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at the thought, entreating me to refledl 
on the means of putting it in execution ; 
after which he left me to attend his 
uncle, who had been indifpofed for fomc 
days pail. 

' My mind was ftill employed on this 
projeA when Zulem returned, joy fpark- 
ling in his eyes. — ^^ Lanfon," faid he, 
** Heaven is propitious, and prefents us 

a fure means of deliverance."-; The 

young Turk then told me, that Muley 
had juft informed him, that being of an 
ag^ to (ignalize himfelf, the Dey had 
granted him the command of a galley, 
which was to l^ave the port in three 
days to go on a cruife. — *' Thou may'ft 
think/* continued Zulem, " what joy 
this news gave me. I could not con*, 
ceal it from my uncle, who attributed 

Ms the 
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the caufc to ardour, and a defire to fliCMr 
my courage ; in which fortunate miflake 
I left hina.'*— " But/' interrupted I, '' I 
cannot conceive how this expedition can 
be favourable to us. Your crew» doubts 
lefs, will all confift of Turks, and how 
can you carry off Horteofia without the 
^owledge of your uncle ?**-^' Nothing 
more eafy/* replied he. ** The galley 
h to fail at day-break ; during the night 
we can convey Hortenfia and her com- 
panion out of the feraglio in men'is 
clothes, and condudl them toibme place 
of fafety near the coaft, where they may 
remain under the guard of the eunuch* 
whofe afliftance I can depend upon, — 
As foon as I have taken leave of my 
lincle> we will repair to the port, and 
'ittftantly fet iail. The galley muft, by 
thefc means^ be.fafe from purfuit before 

the 
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the flight of the women can be difco- 
vered* We vfill take on board as manj 
Chriftian flavcs as pofliblc, and when at 
fea inform them of our projed:. The 
hope of liberty will infpire them with 
courage. When the crew are afleep we 
can releafe them from their chains, and 
arm them ; which once cfFedled, we may- 
fall on the Moors by furprize, bind, and 
confine them in the hold. — I have free 
accefs to my uncle^s cabinet, and will 
take as much money and jewels as pof- 
fible ; which added to what we may gain 
from the faie of the veflel, will raife a 
fum fufficient to live in peaceful medi- 
ocrity. On my arrival in Europe, I 
Will alk the confent of Hortenfia's pa- 
rents, turn Chridian, and marry her j^-^ 
thus at once becoming the h^ppicft of 

M 6 I ad- 
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I admired the boldnefs of Zulem> 
though I forefaw many difficulties in the 
execution of the enterprize. Notwith- 
ilanding> as I fincerely wiihed it fucc^fs^ 
and knew Zulem's temper too well to 
expect to change it^ I contented myfelf 
with making fome obfervations^ which 
his ardent imagination fpeedily fur- 
mounted. 

On the lame day Zulem informed 
Hortenfia and her companion of the 
projed he had formed, whp were 
charmed with the profpedt of approach* 
ing liberty. 

We began our preparations the follow- 
ing morning. Zulem bought feveral 
Chriftian flaves, which he fent as pri- 
vately as poffible on board ; a number 

were 
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were alfo to attend us when wc cm- 
barked. Thus, by the joint alHftance 
of thofe newly purchafed, and thofe de- 
ligned to row, we had little doubt of 
fuccefs. To complete our good fortune, 
the indiipofition of Muley was a double 
advantage, as we could take our mea- 
fures without fear of furprize, and Hor« 
tenfia had. nothing to dread from the 
pfiflion of my old patron. 

The evening before our departure a 
flave came to inform me that Muley 
defired to fpeak with me. This order, 
which was unufual, gave me the utmoft 
alarm. I dreaded that he had difcovered 
fomething relative to our projedt, and 
had fent for me to force an avowal. I 
repaired to Muley *s apartment, trem- 
bling with fear. Zulem was with him. 

The 
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The tranquillicj that reigned on both 
their faces entirely difpelled my alarm. 
^* Lanfon^ (aid Muley, '* thou doubtlefs 
art informed that to-morrow my nephew 
is invefted with the itame'of man^ and 
im^ brave the dangers of the iea to de- 
serve that title. He has fufficiently 
profited by thy inftnidions^ which will 
hereafter be difpenfed with. It there- 
fore remains for me to requite thy zeal, 
and acquit myfelf of my promife. — 
From this moment thou art free : re- 
ceive alfo this purfe, it will enable thee 
to return to thy country.** 

' I teftified my gratitude to Muley in 
the warmeft terms :— -yet ' the gift of 
liberty, which fbme time before .would 
have given me the higheft pleafure, gave 
•me at the prefent moment more pain 

than 
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than fatisfadion. This benevolence of 
my old mafler bound me to him by the 
ties of gratitude^ and redoubled the 
fault I was on the point of committing, 
by panicipating the flight of a nephew 
he fe tenderly loved c thus at once ren- 
dering myfelf guilty of ingratitude.-^ 
But it was too late to recede: every 
thing was ready : and I loved Zukm too 
well to ruin an enterprize on which hit 
happinefs depended. X therefore rc« 
folved to facrifice my delicacy Xjq friendi* 
fhip^ my fcruples vahifhing whien I 
refleftcd that Muley had r\o right over 
my perfon^ and did no more than fulfil 
A duty in reftoring my liberty^ 

. * > • 

At nighty when all was quiet in the 
feraglio^ the eunuch came and tapped 
fQftly at the door of Zulem's apartments 

I inftantly 
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I inllantly opened it :— " It is time/' 
faid he : '' Hortenfia stnd her companion 
are ready." — We immediately accom-- 
panied him^ and repaired with as little 
noife as poflible under the windows of 
the fair Have '& apartment, which opened 
into the garden. They were waiting 
for us, and infbintly threw out a rope 
ladder, which the eunuch had previoufly 
faftened at top. Zulem went up and 
aided the women to defcend.the eunuch 
and myfelf receiving them in our arms; 
which performed, their guard re-entered 
the feraglio, and detached the rope. 
On his return we eroded the garden and 
fcaled the wall, by the afliftance of a 
ladder which was prepared on the out- 
fide. We now left Hortenfia and her 
companion under the protedion of Z^ 
m^ck> who was to condud them to a 

fifherman'^ . 
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fiftierman's hut near the fea fhore; Zu- 
lem and myfelf returning to the houfe 
to linifli our preparations. 

At the firft dawn of the day Zulem 
repaired to his uncle's apartment to bid 
him farewell. He returned in about a 
quarter of an hour, opprefled with for- 
row, and his eyes fufFufed with tears. 
" Your afflidioh is doubtlefs praife- 
worthy,'* faid I ; " but encourage4 tqcj 
far will be dangerous. *Tis now neccf-i 
fary to arm yourfelf with courage, and 

1 

ftifle a fenfibility which can but confuC? 
your ideas at a time where the utmoft 
prefence of mind and deliberation is 
neceffary.'*— " I will not conceal from 
thee," replied Zulem, " how much I 
fufFer to plunge the heart of my uncle 
in forroWj whqn I refled on the nume- 
rous 



d 



156 TITE FRENCH 

rous proofs I have received pf his tcn- 
dernefs. But do not fear my weaknefs ; 
thefe tears are the laft effort, and a tri-^ 
bute to gratitude and my country. The 
recompence I expeA will foon make mc 
forget fuch a facrifice, and already in- 
ipires. me with almoil fupernatural 
courage/'—— 

' We now left the houfe with the (laves 
deftined to lerve Zulem^ and foon 
reached the port where a boat was wait- 
ing for us. Zulem inftantly fent off a 
ftave to the hut, who foon returned ac- 
companied by the eunuch and the two 
women difguifed like failors, their fea- 
tures and the delicacy of their com- 
plexions were in a great meafure con- 
cealed by men's hats, which they had 
pulled over their faces ; neither was it 

yet 
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yet perfedly light. We inftantly got 
into the boat, and repaired on board the 
galley. 

The crew, on the arrival of their new 
commander, received him with accla- 
mations of joy, and faluted him with 
feveral difcharges of cannon* We were 
no fooner on board, than Zulem ordered 
them to fet fail, the veflel fpecdily gain*- 
iiig the open fea. 
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chap: XIV, 

A/ur^rize, — Succe/sful attempt and 

. freedom. 

* 

VV HILE Zulem was receiving the 
compliments of the officers who were to 

command 
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command under him, I conducfled the 
eunuch and the two pretended iailors 
into the cabin allotted them. When, 
fafe from witnefles, I teftified to the 
ladies the pleafure I experienced in hav- 
ing contributed towards their deliver- 
ance. During this difcourfe one of 
them gazed on me with the utmoft at- 
tention, and fuddenly giving an excla- 
mation of furprize, Ihe threw herfelf on 
my .heck, crying, " Yes, 'tis he 1 *tis 
Lanfon ! I am convinced that I am not 
miftaken/* — Aftonifhed at this faluta- 
tion, I.confidered the features of the 
perfon who* thus claimed acquaintance 
with me ; but guefs my furprize in re- 
cognizing Rofette, — that country lafs 
whom I had fo tenderly loved, and who 
was the caufe of my leaving my coun- 
try, I could hardly believe my eyes.— » 
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** Is it really you ?'* replied I. " Is it 
pofllble that Rofette is at this inftant 
before me ?*' — ^^ *Tis really fo/* re^ 
turned fhe, ** my dear Lanfon ; and I 
blefs the happy chance that had brought 
about this fortunate meeting. Though 

we have long been feparated, I had not 
forgotten you> and my pleafure at this 
moment furpafles my aftonilhment.'' 

I again embraced Rofette, teftifying 
the joy I experienced from fuch an un- 
expeded meeting. I was truly de- 
lighted to fee this amiable girl. Though 
fhe no longer infpired me with love, I 
felt for her that tender attachment which 
is the efFe(5l of fincere friendfhip. Ro- 
fctte's perfon had loft none of its formw 
charms ; her features were formed, and 
regularity had replaced that air of fafci- 

nating 
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luting innocence, which had fo greatly 
enchanted me. In Ihort, Rofette, with- 
out lofing her childifh prettinefs, was 
beceme an elegant and accomplifhed 
woman. 

Horteniia congratulated us on our 
happy meeting. Until then I had no 
time to pay the leaft attention to that 
lady, being wholly employed with my 
former miftrefs. I found the portrait 
that Zulem had given me of her not in 
the leaft exaggerated. , Hortenfia ap- 
peared about eighteicn, her features more 
regular and delicate, but perhaps lefs 
attradtive than thofe . of Rofette j her 
complexion was equally fair, but her 
cheeks were not fo -ftrongly colbured ; 
her fhape might have been called per- 
fedl, had it been rather . mere flender . — 

But 
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But I well knew that the emhonpoint^ 
which is a fault in Europe, was a par-* 
ticular qualification among the Moors^ 
whofe ideas of female beauty are different 
from ours. Nay, I muft truly confefs^ 
in that point I myfelf have ever been 
rather given to the Turkifli tafte. The 
cojiverfation of the Italian gave me the 
higheft opinion of her underftanding j 
nor was I in the leaft aftonifhed that ihe 
had infpired Zulem with fo ardent a 
paflion. 

As we had yet many iroportai^ con« 
cerns to fulfil, I left the two ladi.es and 
returned to Zulem, whom I found alone 
in his cabin.—" At length, my dear 
Lanibn, we are free: tvtry thing has 
fucceeded to our wiihes. Nothing te^ 
mains but to render ourfelves mailers 

of 
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of the veffel, which projcdl wc will ex* 
ccute this night. To celebrate my 
arrival on board, I will treat the whole 
crew, taking care not to fpare wine. 
The little cuftom the Moors have of 
drinking that liquor, will double its 
effed:s upon them, and when plunged 
in intoxication and fleep, will be eafily 
conquered. Thine be the talk to en- 
courage the Chriftian flaves, and hold 
them in readinefs.'* 

I replied to Zulem that he might de- 
pend on my zeal, informing him of the 
unexpeded meeting I had juft expe- 
rienced. '* What,'* interrupted he, ** is 
it podible it ftiould be that Rofettc 
whom thou haft informed mc of, and 
whofc acquaintance had nearly proved 
fo fatal to thee ? My dear friend, I fin- 

cerely 
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cerely congratulate thy good fortune, 
there's a wife at once prepared for thee." 
^'Softly/' replied I: " we Chriftians . 
are not fo expeditious as you gentlemen 
Turks, 'Tis very poflible that Rofette 
may have formed fomc frefh connexion 
fince our feparation. You know that 
women eafily change, neither have I any 
inclination to marry this girl. It is 
certain I loved her, and that (he yet 
pleafes mc; but in France 'tis very 
common to take one for. a millrefs wc 
fhould be forry to have for a wife.'* 

I fliortened this converfation in order 
to go to the Chriftian flaves we had 
brought with us, and who did not need 
much perfuafion to promife to fecond 
us with their utmoft firmnefs and cou- 
rage. The hope of liberty is a powerful 

Vol, 1L N attradive 
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attracfUve to man, who is ever ready to 
rifk every danger to break thofe chains 
for which he feels he was not bora. 

I then went to the benches of the 
rowers, telling every one particularly of 
our defign, defiring them to be ready 
to execute my orders, which would in- 
fallibly reftore them to freedom. Thefe 
teftified the greateft joy, afluring me 
that I might depend on them, as they 
fliould regard their lives as a flight faerie 
fice if loft in a brave endeavour for 
liberty. — I returned well fatisfied to 
Zulem, whom I informed of my fuc<- 
cefs. 

Towards evening the officers repaired 
to their commander's cabin, where a 
magnificent fuppcr was ferved that 

Zulem 
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Zulem had caufed to be prepared before 
our embarkation, diftributing alfoplentjr 
of meat and abundance of wine to the 
crew. The Moors amply fatisfied their 
inclination for this liquor, forbidden by 
their prophet, and foon gave way to 
the moft Bacchanalian mirth. Some of 
them, in their drunkennefs, maltreated 
feveral of the rowers, — a condu6l that 
animated the Chriftians yet more againfl: 
them. Zulem excited his gucfts by his 
own example, drinking as much as the 
reft; — but I had taken care to prepare 
his wine, by mixing it with water, as I 
flood behind him to wait. 

The Moors were foon overcome by 
the moft compleat intoxication, the 
greater number of the ofKcers falling 
afleep on their cuftiions as they fat in 

N 2 the 
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the cabin ; — the foldiers and failors were 
ftretched here and there on the deck, 
deprived of reafon and almofl of feel- 
ing. Thofe who had underftanding 
fufficient remaining, gained their births, 
flecping as profoundly as their fellows, 
and little dreaming of what they were 
to experience when they awoke. 

When all were plunged in fleep, none 
of the crew remaining on foot but the 
failors on duty, and two centinels, 
Zulem and myfclf left the cabin, and 
were joined by the flaves we had brought 
with us. We immediately repaired to 
the gun-room, where arming ourfelves 
completely, we went on deck. The 
two centinels, who fufpedled nothing, 
fuffered us to approach. We inftantly 
poniarded them, a.nd alfo the failors; 

thcp 
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then gaining the benches of the rowers, 
we unchained and furnifhed them with 
arms. We were in all a hundred and 
fifteen; — the Moorifh crew, with the 
officers, confifted of two hundred and 
fifty: but what could unarmed men, 
whofe reafon was drowned in wine, and 
buried in the intoxication of fleep, do 
againft thofe well armed, and infpired 
with a defire of liberty? Notwith- 
ftanding, we thought it proper not to 
negledl any precaution that prudence 
could fuggeft; we therefore feized on 
all the remaining arms, putting them 
in the cabin, and placing a guard of fix 
men over them. We did the fame by 
the powder-room, left fbme of the cdr- 
fairs finding themfelves taken fliould 
attempt to blow it up. 

N ^ Thus 
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Thus far all had fuccecded to our 
wiflies, none of the Moors having 
awoke. We next repaired to the great 
cabin, where the officers ftill lay fleep- 
ing, and throwing ourfclves on them^ 
we bound them hand and foot. The 
fumes of wine had fo totally obfcured 
their reafon, that fome did not even 
awaken; nor did any make refiftance, 
bUit looking at us with a vacant ftare, 
fuffered us to tie them without an effort 
^o prevent it,-rOur fabres and piftols 

V. 

perhaps aflifting to ke;ep them in fub-. 



We next went among the foldiers, 
whom we found in the fame ftate a^ the 
officers. Surprize and alarm, on fedug 
themfelves aflfailed by armed men, de- 
prived them of all courage^ making as 

little 
7 
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little refiftance as their commandprs.—r 
Seven or eight of therp, however, 
efcaped in the confufion. Seizing fome 
fabres which lay difperfed, they united 
and attempted, to attacl^ us, but their 
lives foon paid for their temerity.--^ 
In fliort, in fomewhat better than 
half an hour we overpowered all the 
corfairs, confining them in the hoJd 
bound and chained^ and placing a guard 
over them. 

• • • . ■ ' 

Thus terminated this dangerous en^ 
terprize, more happily thfin we hj^d dared 
jexpedt. Zulem ^nd myfelf were enrap- 
tured with our fuccefs : as for the Chriff 

tian flares, vainly ftiould I attempt to 
defcribe their tranfports ; their acclama- 
tions of joy glmoft amounted to frenzy; 
they leaped, threw themfclvcs at our 

feet. 
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feet, bathed our hands with their tears, 
called us their fathers, their benefaAors, 
their friends. Never was a more inte^ 
refting fpedlacle : Zulem and myfelf could 
not reftrain our tears. — " Behold," faid 
I, " how natural liberty is to man, fince 
on recovering it they experience fuch 
tranfports. Thofe, therefore, that de- 
prive them of it ought to be regarded as 
barbarians, who violate the firft law of 
nature, and againft whom we cannot 
make too fevere reprifals. — " My fenti- 
ments agree with thine," replied he, 
" this fcene makes me the lefs regret 
leaving a country where man trafficks in 
his fellow creatures.** 



Notwithftanding, we were not yet out 
of danger ; it was poflible that Muley, 
having difcovered the flight of Hortenfiai 

would 
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utrbuld fend in purfuit of us; we might 
alfo iheet with another corfair^ whofe 
captain coming on board us, might dif* 
tover all, — circumflances that rendered 
it neeeflary for us to ufe the utmoft 
fpeed. We engaged the rowers and 
bailors to tO: with diligence, affuring 
them that our &fety depended on their 
adlivity. They obeyed j and when all 
was put in order, the vefTel rapidly 
making way,, we repaired to the ladieii. 

The eunuch who had fo well feconded 
us had already informed them of our 
fuccefs : — they congratulated us, and a 
very agreeable cbnverfation enfued. — 
Zulem appeared enraptured at the fight 
of Hortenfia^ who on her part feemed 
fenfible of his tender proteftations ; 
and though her joy was tempered by 

Vol. Ih O that 
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that amiable m^dtfty which it the 
ftrongeft attraK^tive in ilit fair ftx, I 
could not avdd mding in lief cyea that 
the deliverer waa at leaft as dear, as the 
flcli verancc. As for RoTctte and myfelf^ 
ihe pleafune we experitsced was gf aiir 
Mher nature ; it was no longer the tran£» 
ports of love^ — the delirinni of paffion^ 
%nt the calm fatisia^iiaif of two friend^ 
mho unexpeAedly meet after a confider- 
able lapfe of time^ which has been 
filled with different events. — In fhort, 
it was rather the eifufion of friendfliipy 
than the intoxication of lave. 

Rofette particularly affHtped an air of 
rcferve that aftonijfliisd me, when I rc- 

flctled on our Ibrnjer intimacy | nor 

could I avoid teftifying nny furprize on 

theikfcijca,—" My iJear Rofette/' feid h 

« 



<^ you Arc greatly akered ; doubtlefi your 
bcutJufi not i-cxxMin^ i41c fmcc pur 
feparMioa. K^« I would venture % 
"tt^tgcf » th^t lome other h^ fu{>pUed vi]f 
piace."— ^ JUiifoii»'' replied ihe» 'M <^ 
not fuppofe you iq uojuftv as to inuLginc 
that ^ womaq is bound to perpetual 
jgdelity^ becaufe fcnc unforeseen evtnf 
ieparates her firom her &x& love i Ofi 
the contrary^ ihe becomes the more di^ 
pofed to form nev ties : her lenfibiUty 
once awakened fooa fixes 011. another 
i>bjedt — ^Are you to leani^ chat the heant 
is a furnaqe of tenderacfs^ whofc ffta»- 
cipal aliment being iovc^ the Jnore it 
eonfumes^ the mofe its fire b^poMi 
udolent? 'Tis . therefore ftlje Kbat a 
woman can love but once^ weK it ft, 
in lofing her &ft loven Bat mutt alia 

lofe 
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lofe that exquifite fehfibilitf Mirhlch (tii 
received from nature. I will» notwith* 
fianding^ confefs that firft aflfe&ions are 
always the moil delightful; the foul 
Turrendering itfelf with tranfport, and 
without inquietude^ to the attradtioii of 
a fentiment, pcKfcQly unknown^ and 
whole roles are alone vifible, ujfitii oc* 
perience prefents the thorns. ^Be&dc^ 
-lianfon^ you will have lefs reafon to be 
furprized when I inform you that I am 
married." — ^'^ Married]" Exclaimed I, 
laughing, '* then I am' no longer aftoi? 
fiiihed at that air of ccmjugal duty that 
I remarked ill your countenance. But 
inform me, I entreat you, how you came 
to hamper yourfelf in the bonds of 
Hymen.*'— ^—" I Ihall at leaft have as 
inuch pleafure to relate it, as yoii to 

hear 
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hear it/* replied Rofette. ^We then 

drew afide, leaving Zulem to converfe 
with Hortenfia, and Rofette began, as 
will be found in the next Chapter. 
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